
GA/RES. (48) (XX-O/16)

Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval
GUARANTEEING CITIZENS THEIR MOST FUNDAMNETAL RIGHT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


BEARING IN MIND that one of the principle functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to promote, by cooperative action, their economic, social, and cultural development, as stated in Article 2;

CONSIDERING FURTHER the high number of births that go unregistered in rural and poor areas within the country and member states of the OAS;

RECOGNIZING the necessity to improve birth registration and the issuing of identity documents;

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts and success made by the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry (PUICA) and the Right to an Identity and the Global Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Group to promote and strengthen the development of these institutions;

RECALLING the resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) which recommends that states “reaffirm the current and procedural mandates and their classification, including the inter-American plans and programs”; and

REAFFIRMING the recommendations of the Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter AG/RES. 2766 (XLIII-O/13) which resolved to “to recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue among these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the fields of civil registry, legislative cooperation and modernization and electoral technologies, decentralization and local governments, public administration and transparency, community participation, capacity building for youth and children on democratic values and practices, information and communications technologies (ICTs), and e-government”

RESOLVES:

1. To continue promotion and expansion of PUICA and similar initiatives which aim to develop civil registration and the institutions in charge of executing these processes.   

2. To inform the public via news outlets, the internet, and door to door in rural underdeveloped and under-resourced locations of the importance of civil registration and identity documents. 

3. To make access to an individual’s initial birth certificate free and immediate. 

a. That the emission of birth certificates be incorporated within hospitals and clinics immediately after a child’s birth.

b. That any fees and charges be waved for an individual’s first birth certificate if they were not registered immediately at birth.

4. To enhance registration methods and digitalize birth certificates thus improving methods of documentation and vital records.

a. To accomplish this, the OAS must detect areas where civil registration is the lowest and identify areas of concern.

5. To gain funding from member states, observer states, and registered NGOs to make such improvements possible. This includes but is not limited to voluntary donations from the public and all states within the OAS for the betterment of the charter.

a. Gain financing from the Canadian Fund for Universal Legal Identity in Latin America and the Caribbean (CCR) for the improvements listed above. 

b. Funds be closely monitored and distributed by the OAS and used within confinements of the law to prevent manipulation or corruption of funds. 
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