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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval

REJUVENATION OF THE BEST PRACTICES FORUM OF THE AMERICAS: THE HEALTHCARE EDITION 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

	KEEPING IN MIND Article 45 subsection F of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) which emphasizes that members state must work towards: “incorporation and increasing participation of the marginal sectors of the population, in both rural and urban areas, in the economic social, civil, cultural and political life of the nation”; 

            EMPHASIZING Article 17 of the Social Charter of the Americas (2012) where member states reaffirm that “the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of all persons without discrimination and they recognize that health is an essential condition for social inclusion and cohesion, integral development, and economic growth with equity”;
ALARMED that in 2013 The World Bank reported, “unequal access to health care is still the number one killer for both mother and children” and that deaths from pregnancy-related causes are three times higher amongst women from indigenous communities;  
RECOGNIZING that the OAS and Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) signed a joint declaration in 2014 pledging to “join forces of both Hemispheric Organizations in an effort to move toward universal health coverage in the Americas”; 

	REAFFIRMING the statement of Secretary General Jose Miguel Insulza during the signing of the aforementioned declaration, in which noted that the lack of health care within the Hemisphere is directly tied to “the social inequalities that exist in our societies”; 

NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN that according to the World Economic Forum, “approximately 30 percent of the population of Latin America and the Caribbean do not have access to health care for economic reasons and 21 percent do not seek care because of geographical barriers”; and 
	


NOTING WITH APPROVAL that nine countries from across Latin America and the Caribbean have been recognized in a 2013 World Bank study that highlights significant gains made in healthcare access over the past decade in regards to public health service provisions and quality coverage,

RESOLVES: 

1. To congratulate member states on their continued efforts towards a healthier hemisphere.

2. To request the creation of a forum in collaboration with PAHO where interested member states may partake in sharing the successful experiences in regards to healthcare policy and coverage: 
a. That participating member states will offer practical experiences as well as best practices and lessons learned in implementing healthcare coverage for all.
b. That the participants in this forum will create a report and list of recommendations to improve life expectancy, reduce morbidity, and expand health coverage.  
c. That member states that wish to participate will send their Ministers of Health to partake in the forum.
d. That a report be created from the forum and that this report will be uploaded to the Educational Portal of the Americas. 

3. To hold the forum in Brasilia, Brazil in the summer of 2017.
 
4. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, permanent observer states, registered non-governmental organizations such as the Center for International Cooperation in Health and Development, Project HOPE, Uplift International and other pertinent organizations. 

















5. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 




Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)
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