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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval					
IMPLEMENTATION OF MECHANISMS FOR THE RECOGNITION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUALITY
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
BEARING IN MIND the Charter of the Organization of the American States (OAS) (1948) in which Chapter II member states proclaim “the fundamental rights of individuals without distinction of race, nationality, creed, or sex”;
	RECALLING Article 4 of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women "Convention of Belem Do Para” (1994) which states “Every woman has the right to the recognition, enjoyment, exercise and protection of all human rights and freedoms”; 
RECALLING the commitment established by the member states in the Declaration of Port of Spain (2009) to “strengthening the institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women” which includes: The Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women “Convention of Belém do Pará” and its funding;
         NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN that 35 per cent of women worldwide have experienced either physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence or sexual violence by a non-partner at some point in their lives according to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global and Regional estimates of violence against women and The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) estimates that up to 40 percent of women in the region have been victims of violence at some point during their lives.; 
         TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, adopted by the Twenty-fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), which recognized the urgent need for the universal application to women of the rights and principles with regard to equality, security, liberty, integrity and dignity of all human beings AFFIRMING that violence against women establishes a violation of their human rights and freedoms as a living person, and revokes their right of fulfilling the rights they possess;
NOTING WITH APPROVAL that President Barack Obama signed the Violence Against Women (VAWA) Reauthorization Act of 2013, originally signed by President Bill Clinton in 1994 with the purpose of establishing successful and lifesaving programs, while also taking the next steps to end sexual and domestic violence;
	VIEWING WITH APPRECIATION that since the creation of the VAWA, the Department of Justice created an Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) and since its inception, OVW has awarded over $6 billion in grants and cooperative agreements, and has launched a multifaceted approach to implementing VAWA; and

CONSIDERING that violence against women establishes a violation of their human rights and freedoms as a living person, and revokes their right of fulfilling the rights they possess;


RESOLVES: 

1. To commend member states in their continued efforts to eradicate sexual and domestic violence within the hemisphere.

2. To encourage continued member state support for the implementation of protective mechanisms for women, in accordance with the hemispheric standards established in the “Convention of Belem do Para”.

3. To continue the cooperation alongside the CIM with the purpose of overseeing the work of the Organization in its efforts to promote gender equality in the region and to encourage member states toward pursing strategies that improve and reinforce the mechanisms already provided for the treatment of women who are victims of any type of violence.

4. To implement alongside the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), a consulting group of experts in women’s rights whose will assist member states that seek to improve their jurisdictional system in order to provide women with better judicial services when dealing with sex violence and discrimination. 

a) To specify that this consulting group will consist of qualified individuals in the fields of criminal law, civil law, and women’s right.
b) To encourage member states to submit a list of recommendations of qualified individuals.
c) To task the Chairperson of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with selecting the experts which will staff the consulting group

5. To further encourage all member states to establish special units within their respective department of justice dedicated to dealing with violence against women.

6. To recommend that mechanisms implemented to eradicate gender-based violence include in justice department include, inter-alia:

a) Automatic and mandatory restitution on those convicted of crimes against women.
b) The allowances of civil redress in cases prosecutors chose to leave un-prosecuted. 

7. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

8. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, observer states and registered non-governmental organizations. 



Approved for Form and Substance: _____________________________
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