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 LIGHTING THE AMERICAS GREEN
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           RECOGNIZING that one of the main obligations of the Organization of American States (OAS) Charter is to promote, by cooperative action, their economic, social, and cultural development, as stated in Article 2; 
	HAVING SEEN the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA) initiatives on energy efficiency designed to promote best policy practices through assistance in developing building codes and other standards in the industrial and residential sectors, as well as training for energy audits; 
          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the ECPA’s initiative to target energy poverty by targeting urban and rural energy poverty, with strategies to promote sustainable urban development and improve access to modern clean energy services and appropriate technologies in rural areas that can improve public health and reduce fuel wood that benefits forest management;
         FOLLOWING initiative 60 of the Plan of Action Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996, to not only create positive regulatory and institutional settings, but also reduce barriers to energy efficiency investment and the development and use of renewable energy and clean technology projects, which are economically feasible and socially desirable;
          RECALLING the Plan of Action Santiago, 1998, to “Support policies and programs that will stimulate the development of renewable energy and energy efficiency”;
          REAFFIRMING the Declaration of Port of Spain that state, “We recognize that many sources of energy are available at particular times and locations. We will therefore, in accordance with applicable national and international law and considering the particular needs and priorities of each of our countries, encourage investment in the development and scaling-up of renewable and non-renewable energy, energy integration projects, new, efficient energy generation, including storage and energy sharing systems, cross-border transportation and distribution systems and other energy-trading and cooperation networks”;

BEARING IN MIND the International Energy Agency’s research showing that fossil fuels receive $550 billion subsidies a year in contrast with the $120 billion subsidies for renewable energy such as wind, solar, and biofuels; and

AWARE OF the study done entitled Climate Change in Central and South America: Recent Trends, Future Projections, and Impacts on Regional Agriculture, which predicts a 1-4 Celsius degree by 2070 in turn will affect the productivity of agriculture throughout South America,


RESOLVES: 

1. To create a hemispheric energy standard on a multitude of household appliances called Star Light, and encourage Member States to follow the standard.  

2. To label specific products that meet this standard with a small logo on their labeling to indicate to the consumer that the product meets the standards. 

3. For the ECPA to create the standards for the household and commercial appliances to be labeled with the Star Light label.

4. To create a mascot for Star Light named Lenny the Light Bulb to advocate on behalf of Star Light, which will:
a. Educate the younger generations in Member States on energy conservation.
b. Put a recognizable face on the “Star Light” program.
c. Monitored by SEDI to direct the message put out by “Lenny the light bulb.”

5. To encourage Member States to subsidize the products labeled with the Star Light logo and to encourage consumers to invest in the energy efficient products.

6. To ask that the benefits of Star Light be disseminated via: 
a. The OAS website, under SEDI, in the ongoing projects and initiatives section.
b. The project’s mascot, Lenny the Light Bulb, using Star Light information booths at energy and climate conferences, appearances at schools and youth centers, and advertising campaigns throughout the OAS.












7. To request funding from interested Member States, observer states, private industries, and pertinent registered non-governmental organizations such as, IADB (Inter-American Development Bank), Clinton Climate Initiative, and the Environmental Defense Fund. 


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)


Cosignatories:        1. _________________          Brazil
                               2. _________________          Colombia 
                               3. _________________          Chile 
                               4. _________________          Mexico 
                               5. _________________          Nicaragua 
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate





