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RACE TO EQUALITY: COMBATING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE WITHIN THE AMERICAS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that one of the main objectives of the Organization of American States (OAS) is the defense of human rights;

REFERRING to the Charter of the Organization of the American States, which clearly states in that the inalienable rights of individuals are to be protected “without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex” (Chapter II, Article 3, § l);

ACKNOWLEDGING that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, OEA/Ser.L./V.II.23, doc. 21, rev. 6 (1948), advocates for the protection of “the essential rights of man and the creation of circumstances that will permit him to achieve spiritual and material progress and attain happiness”;

BEARING IN MIND that Nicaragua's constitution calls for the unity of nation and peace, stating that “Solidarity among Nicaraguans must consist of joint action which leads to the abolition of exclusionary practices, and favors the most impoverished, disadvantaged and marginalized people” (Nicaragua 1987, rev. 2014,Title I, Article 5);

EMPHASIZING that the constitution goes on to state that “All individuals are equal before the law and have the right to equal protection. There shall be no discrimination based on birth, nationality, political belief, race, gender, language, religion, opinion, origin, economic position or social condition” (Nicaragua 1987, rev. 2014, Title IV, Article 27);

NOTING WITH REGRET that the racially charged climate and escalating violence within Nicaragua are at odds with the constitution’s message of equality and betterment;

CONCERNED by the “lack of awareness of how extensive and deeply rooted discrimination is, among both the political authorities and the population as a whole” (UN E/CN.4/2005/18/Add.6);

RECOGNIZING the troubling historic racial discrimination and violence within its borders, particularly in the Mosquito (Miskito) Coast region, directly result from Nicaragua’s colonial past;

DEEPLY DISTURBED by centuries-old land disputes that account for some of the worst instances of violence within Nicaragua’s Mosquito Coast, as many of the indigenous people (Miskitos) struggle to reclaim their sacred pine forests;

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR), as a legally binding authority of the OAS, ruled that the Nicaraguan government had violated the rights of indigenous people on their collective land (Inter-Am. CT. H.R. Series C, No. 79);

GUIDED BY the court ruling and recommendations in Mayagna Awas Tingni Community v. Nicaragua, brought forth to the IACHR, which states that the Nicaraguan government could not grant logging concessions to private interests in Mayagna traditional territory without consulting the Miskito people; 

NOTING WITH APPROVAL that the right to property, as defined in the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, protects the traditional land tenure of the indigenous Miskitos peoples;

ALARMED that violations of the IACHR ruling have led to vigilante justice within the region, leading to escalating kidnapping and hostage situations, aimed at the non-indigenous population; 

HAVING SEEN that communities of African descent (African-Caribbean blacks) have long been subjected to racism, and are underrepresented in both public office and the media; and

UNDERSTANDING that educating the impoverished population and portraying positive role models in the media is essential in bringing awareness to racial and cultural issues, and bring lasting unity,

RESOLVES: 

1. To continue the cooperation between IACHR and the State to protect the rights of indigenous people, with focus on those of the Mosquito Coast.  

2. To resolve all land disputes in a timely manner, with supervision by the State and IACHR. 

3. To implement heavy fines and jail time for all kidnappings and hostage situations stemming from land disputes, granted all are innocent until proven guilty and given fair treatment in the court of law. 

4. To cooperate with OAS, UN, and UNICEF to create the Americas Education Act (AEA) to increase literacy, raise retention rates and send more citizens to universities. 

5. To cooperate with government agencies and corporations to create scholarship and job placement for those seeking employment in the fields of STEM, economics, or public sector work. 

6. To collaborate with CINCO and FIFA in the establishment of a multi-platform media propaganda program. 
a. Grants to create media focusing on positive portrayals of minorities will be provided by CINCO and FIFA.
b. Creation of a program to be called Estamos Unidos, which will bring in members of State, celebrities, sports figures (in collaboration with FIFA) and scholarship winners to share their stories via various media outlets and public events.

7. To seek financing from the OAS, UN, and UNICEF for the creation of an education fund for the AEA and the scholarship program; and to seek funding from CINCO, FIFA, and businesses for the Estamos Unidos media program. 
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