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JUVENILE ABUSE PREVENTION INITIATIVE

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main principles of the Organization of American States (OAS) is social justice, as indicated in Article 2, and the understanding of the importance of individual rights, as indicated in Article 17 of the OAS Charter; 

	CONSIDERING FURTHER that juvenile imprisonment in the Americas is extremely high, including 30,000 juveniles currently imprisoned in only eight of the states in Latin America; 

	NOTING WITH CONCERN that reports from non-governmental organizations to the United Nations have made accusations of abuse by state judicial authorities; 

          RECOGNIZING the importance the OAS places on children and their development to ensure the future of our great states and Latin America;

          RECALLING the American Convention On Human Rights "Pact Of San Jose, Costa Rica" (B-32) which began a trend of OAS legislation focusing on the importance of protecting children and establishing human rights. This same Pact also created the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), a principal organ of the OAS charged with promoting the observance and protection of human rights in the hemisphere; and    

          REAFFIRMING the importance the hemisphere places on human rights, and the commitments made throughout the last half century by the member states and the international community, 

RESOLVES: 

1.	To continue the cooperation and strengthen the resolve between member states and the IACHR. 

2.	To make a conscience effort such as passing legislation and taking action to reduce the number of human right violations and influence positive state initiated change focusing on both sovereignty and justice. 

3.	To increase reporting of violations to IACHR for tracking and demographic purposes by utilizing the participating member state Public Defenders already established in member states to create a reporting system that:
	a) Does not impede the states’ sovereign justice system by prioritizing reporting over domestic priorities.
	b) Allows for Public Defenders to report human rights violations without retribution by congratulating participating countries in the reports to the General Assembly.
	c) Does not create a financial burden for participating member states.

4.	Assign the office Rapporteurship on Human Rights Defenders within the OAS-IACHR to maintain records of human right violations and demographics. The office of Human Rights Defenders will then provide a report of violations to the General Assembly in order to allow the OAS to create future commitments focused on preventing violations against juveniles. This will be done by ensuring that no new cost is added to the OAS budget.

5.	To allow for funding from voluntary donations by participating member states, observer states, and registered non-governmental organizations that do not intentionally violate member state sovereignty to the assigned office.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)


Cosignatories:        1. _________________          _Colombia__________________
                               2. _________________          _Nicaragua__________________
                               3. _________________          _Argentina__________________
                               4. _________________          _Panama__________________
                               5. _________________          _Costa Rica__________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate

