GA/RES. (55) (XX-O/16) 



Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval





SPREADING DEMOCRACY THROUGH INFORMATION
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND Chapter I, Article I, Section F of the Organization of American States (OAS) Charter, which states that one of the purposes of the OAS is “to promote, by cooperative action…economic, social, and cultural development”;
RECOGNIZING that one of the strongest tenets represented by the OAS represents is democracy for all the citizens residing in the Member States, and, unfortunately, around 10 percent are unregistered with their country, and, therefore, unable to have their voice be heard;

CONSIDERING FUTHER that many of the unregistered citizens live in areas that are so secluded that it can be extremely challenging to get registered and do not understand the benefits of citizenship; 

          UNDERSTANDING the need for mobile registration programs which can reach people in rural communities and an information drive which seeks to encourage citizenship through knowledge;

          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the Universal Civil Identity Project of the Americas (PUICA), which brought these issues to the spotlight and put in place mobile registration programs that have been adopted by several member states across the OAS;

REGRETFULLY OBSERVING that PUICA was drastically underfunded and therefore failed to be as useful as it potentially could have been for the citizens of the Americas; and

          REAFFIRMING the Organization of American States’ commitment to the safety and prosperity of the people of each Member State,
RESOLVES: 

1. To encourage the Member States of the OAS to continue their fight for registration for all people residing in their country.  

2. To strongly encourage Member States to adopt their own form of mobile registration that will:
a. Travel to rural areas and register people within their communities.
b. Require hospitals, not located in the cities, to take and store accurate records of all new births.

3. To start an information drive in all participating Member States that will:
a. Travel alongside the mobile registration representatives.
b. Talk with the unregistered about the benefits of becoming a citizen.

c. Pass out pamphlets that show recent job openings and education opportunities only available to citizens.  

4. To request funding from voluntary donations by Member States, observer states, the Global Rights foundation, and registered non-governmental organizations such as, but not limited to: Amnesty International, the World Health Organization (WHO), the Red Cross, and CIVICUS – the World Alliance for Citizen Participation. 
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