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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval





RESOLUTION TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE NOT                                                                                   STUDYING OR WORKING IN COLOMBIA
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic problems that may arise among states, as indicated in Article 2; 


CONSIDERING FUTHER youth employment and education is a multi-faceted issue, requiring multiple points of attack;
          RECOGNIZING Many OAS member countries need to improve safe labor laws, and safe working environments, in order to attract employees;
          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the labor laws already implemented by OAS member countries, and the milestones made by other international organizations such as the United Nations, International Labour Organization, and the European Union;

WHERAS there currently exists a high percentage of child labor in OAS Member States; 
          ACKNOWLEDGING that the existence of a large income inequality gap in a country has both a direct and indirect negative impact on the overall economy of said country;

NOTING that many rural farmer families in Colombia have a low income, hindering them from hiring more employees, and providing a higher level of education for their children;

FURTHER STRESSING that educational quality in rural areas of many OAS countries are lacking behind urban area education systems;

FURTHER INFORMING that currently, children in many OAS member states must provide their own text books, examination fees, uniforms, lunch meals, and other necessary resources;

ADDITIONALLY REALIZING that low-income youth, with restricted access to quality education and decent paying skill oriented occupations, are more likely to pursue a life of crime,
RESOLVES: 

1.To help increase employment by encouraging the implementation of safe labor laws in all OAS member countries, which would meet a set standard to be determined by the OAS by:

a) Incorporating a standard that will encourage all OAS member countries to have an institution tasked with enforcement of labor law violations.

b) Oversee labor law violations through investigations, and protection of safe labor with these institutions.  

2.To encourage all countries to reduce the percentage of child labor in their country to less than or equal to 4 percent within 5 years, and less than or equal to 2 percent in 10 years. If this standard couldn’t be reached by an OAS Member State, it is encouraged that those countries provide a progress report detailing what the challenges are with meeting the compliance of this recommendation. 

3.To support that all OAS member countries seek to: provide all needed school textbooks, at least once every five years, one lunch meal per day, any required school uniforms, and any examination fees, for all students attending government funded or supported education institutions.

4.To suggest all OAS member countries establish maintaining attendance laws to help encourage attendance in schools. 

5. To request voluntary monetary or resource contributions by OAS member states, to the NGO Escuela Nueva, and the NGO United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund, in order for the program to expand to other OAS member countries, and to provide necessary funds for resolves 1-4.
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          Canada 
                               2. _________________          Panama
                               3. _________________          Republic of Ecuador 
                               4. _________________          United States of Mexico
                               5. _________________          Jamaica 
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