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General Statement

The Delegation of Costa Rica is proud to represent its citizens in the 2016 Meeting of the Organization of American States (OAS). As the Americas continue to improve economically, the Delegation of Costa Rica would like to further this improvement by focusing on establishing programs that involve the increase of environmentally conscious policies and the solidification of democratic values throughout the parties involved in the Organization of the American States. To do this, it is imperative that the member states of the OAS help educate citizens in ways that allow them the autonomy to advocate for themselves and allow for sovereignty to thrive above all else. Both of these measures have been proven to not only alleviate the effects of pollution, and allows all citizens, and in turn their countries, to flourish economically, democratically, and environmentally.  The Delegation of Costa Rica would also like to focus on rights issues within the OAS, specifically those concerning the overall economic issues that have faced the entire body of the OAS. Creating a secure environment for member states with regards to environmental policies and national security. The Delegation of Costa Rica intends to highlight the importance of sovereignty and democracy by allowing all of the citizens to enjoy an education that flourishes their participation in the democratic process, which all states have worked to ensure. 
General Committee, Topic One

“Femicide” is one of the most important issues that the Organization of American States faces currently. The multi-lateral treaty “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women (“Convention of Belem do Para”), which protects women’s rights and affirms that “Every woman has the right to the recognition, enjoyment, exercise and protection of all human rights and freedoms embodied in regional and international human rights instruments” is a step in the right direction towards addressing this issue. The implementation of these ideals is essential to eradicating the gender specific humanitarian problem of “femicide”. The resolution establishes clear and concise avenues for which the goal can realistically be reached. First it urges for the ongoing cooperation between the United Nations Women and the Organization of American States in order to keep the conversation alive and to not allow it to become a forgetter in some agenda. The resolution also attempts to address some of the legal qualms by allowing law students and attorneys (that wish to work pro-bono) to administer legal aid to those who feel have been harassed in any manner because of their female gender. In order to empower the female population of the member states of the Organization of the American States, this resolution also establishes a program where females can receive self-defense classes. This resolution successfully 
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alleviates many of the issues that inevitably are caused by “femicide” or can lead to “femicide.” 
General Committee, Topic Two

One of the foundations of the Organization of the American States is to be able to provide opportunities for its population to enjoy health benefits. The joint declaration between the Organization of American States (OAS) and Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), signed June 3, 2014, in which both hemispheric organizations pledged to join forces in an effort to move toward universal health coverage in the Americas is an outstanding effort by both organizations in order to help the citizens of the Americas receive a more substantive program of health care. The resolution also provides a manner in which the member states can ensure that these goals can realistically be met. In order to guarantee universal healthcare for all of the citizens of the Americas, the resolution encourages all member states propose a tax increase of 3%. This minute increase can be one of the most beneficial tax increases in the history of the Organization of American States. The resolution also establishes a program by the name of “Residency for a Cause.” The program will allow qualified medical students to fulfill their residency requirements by becoming part of the effort to provide universal healthcare to all citizens of the Americas. This program will have the monetary help of the parent medical school, non-governmental organizations, member states wishing to participate, and donations. Universal healthcare is crucial to the stability and success of the Member States of the Organization of the American States. A healthy population leads to a more engaged citizenry both civically and economically. The goal of efficient universal health care is one that seemed unreachable, but the ideas put forth by this resolution have made that journey easier to compete. 
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Topic One

Education and unemployment are two issues that, if not taken into consideration, can lead to the demise of stable governments. In order to survive, citizens need to have job opportunities available to contribute to both their own families and the population in general. Higher paying jobs are usually available to people that have taken the time to earn academic degrees in specific fields. The Organization of the American States should prioritize these two essential aspects of the citizens’ lives. This resolution contains two concise and direct resolves in order to alleviate some of the issues of unemployment and low levels of education across all of the member states. The implementation of career fairs will allow citizens to expand their knowledge of the overall work force and employment opportunities available to them according to their skills. This resolution also encourages member states to designate an appropriate amount of funds to their education systems that serve more rural and poorer communities. The citizens that do not enjoy the privileges that more wealth citizens enjoy should not be forgotten by the member states, as 
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they are essential to the well-being of the nations through their economic activity and their participation in the workforce. 

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Topic Two
In order to evolve the economies and the populations of the member states, the Organization of the American States must take into account and prioritize environmental issues. The Republic of Costa Rica is known as a worldwide leader in clean energy initiative as well as other environmentally conscious policies. “Inspired by the principles of inter-American solidarity and cooperation, pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice in their relations and integral development for their peoples, as conditions essential to peace and security” as stated in Article 30 of the Charter of the Organization of American States. This resolution is focused on allowing The Republic of Costa Rica to take a leading role in the implementation of environmentally conscious policies. All member states of the Organization of American States are encouraged to participate at the appropriate level. The level of participation is encouraged to be high, but the determination of the participation will be left to each member state. 
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Topic One
Illegal weapons and the overwhelming surplus of undetectable and unregistered weapons threaten one of the most basic aspects of sovereignty, security. If member states do not provide security for its citizens, the stability of government becomes weak and in jeopardy. Article 30 under Integral Development of the Organization of the American States clearly states that will always be a united effort by all member states to ensure the security of the citizens. This resolution is imperative to the goal of sensible gun control. There are two resolves in this resolution. The first is to ensure that the laws that are already in place are strictly followed. The second is a mechanism by which the member state can ensure that no weapons are being distributed to citizens that either have lost their right to own a weapon or should not have a weapon due to mental disabilities.  

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Topic two

Education is the silver bullet to many of the issues that all of the member states are currently facing. The youth of the region are susceptible to falling into the hands of gangs because the education they have received failed them. An undereducated youth leads to more crime because that usually is the only path of economic survival due to their inability to obtain a high paying job. If a citizens is to become part of the crime wave and should end up serving time for their crimes, it is the responsibility of the each member state to help these citizens become reformed in order for them to be able to play a role in the general society, especially if the offender is of young age. The member states cannot discard these citizens as criminals and isolate them from the benefits of becoming part of 
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society. The resolves in this resolution focus on the reformation of these individuals that have fallen in the path of violence and crime. The resolve states  that juvenile delinquent facilities should focus on educating these individuals so that at the end of their sentence they can become involved in society in a positive manner. Funding for such program are imperative, therefore the resolution asked the United Nation to help with the funds required to reshape these individuals into civically engaged and productive citizens. 
