GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



General Committee (GC- Heads of State) 


Topic 1 of the Agenda 





Republic of Costa Rica 





THE ERADICATION OF FEMICIDE IN THE AMERICAS 
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to proclaim the fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex, as indicated in Article 3;


CONSIDERING FURTHER the growing amount of “femicides”--murders of women based on their gender – which exists as an issue in all member states; 

          RECOGNIZING the need for harsher punishments for those guilty of committing “femicides,” currently in some countries domestic violence is not a criminal offense unless the victim’s bruises last at least ten days; 
          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts and achievements made by the delegation of Guatemala to fight impunity - on April 9th, 2008, the Guatemalan government passed a law against “femicides” and other forms of violence against women; 
          REFLECTING on the progress made at the 46th OAS General Assembly by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the recognition of women's rights; and
          REAFFIRMING the recommendations made in the multi-lateral treaty of the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belem do Para” (IV O/10)), which says in Chapter IV, Article 10 that “in order to protect the rights of every woman to be free from violence, the States Parties shall include in their national reports to the Inter-American Commission of Women information on measures adopted to prevent and prohibit violence against women, and to assist women affected by violence, as well as on any difficulties they observe in applying those measures, and the factors which contribute to violence against women,”
RESOLVES: 

1. To continue cooperation between UN Women and the OAS to reduce the rate of violence against women in the member-states. 
2. To allocate legal avenues to provide victims discounted or free legal representation despite their economic status. 
a. That these avenues consist of pro-bono law students from their respective countries. 

b. That the legal representation be paid through voluntary donations made by member-states, observer states and registered non-governmental organizations. 

c. That the NGO (non-governmental organization) ProBono.org will aid in preliminary stages of this effort.

3. To recommend the creation of self- defense classes for women in the member-states countries, led by martial artists in their respective countries. To be funded through OAS member states donations and volunteer hours coming from mixed martial artists in their respective region. 
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