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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval
OPERATION: GUARDIANS FOR GROWTH AS A TOOL TO COMBAT THE NUMBER OF UNATTACHED AND AT-RISK YOUTH IN THE AMERICAS
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           GUIDED BY Chapter VI, Article 5 of the 1948 Organization of American States (OAS) Charter that calls on Member States to “exert the greatest efforts, in accordance with their constitutional processes, to ensure the effective exercise of the right to education”;
 HAVING ADOPTED resolution CIDI/RME/RES.1/15 entitled “Building an Inter-American Education Agenda: Education with Equity for Prosperity” during the Eighth Plenary Session of the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education on February 5, 2015 whereby “quality, inclusive, and equitable education” was defined as a priority line of action to guide cooperation of Member States;
DEEPLY CONCERNED BY the fact that, in Jamaica, one in four children live in poverty and that, despite high levels to primary and secondary education, educational achievements in Jamaica are relatively low, with lowest scores on national assessments coming from the children in poorer families;
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION socio-economic factors show that youth who fall under the poverty line have an exponentially higher chance of dropping out of school and being recruited into organized crime;
          NOTING WITH REGRET that Jamaica has one of the highest youth crime rate convictions in the region and the number of active gangs in Jamaica are distributed in a similar pattern to the number of unattached youth;
HAVING CONSIDERED FURTHER that Jamaica is not the only nation in the hemisphere with these problems and that the unattached and at-risk youth demographic stemming from impoverished families can be found worldwide;
BEARING IN MIND the commitment made at the First Summit of the Americas to “ensure access to quality education for all, with particular attention to vulnerable groups and those with special needs, are essential to achieving sustainable development with social justice”;
NOTING the evidence found in a systematic assessment through the Association for Psychological Science which supports the value of mentoring as an effective intervention strategy to enhance youth development both socially and academically; 
OBSERVING the successes of the Programme for Advancement through Health and Education (PATH), a conditional cash transfer program which was designed to alleviate poverty and increase educational attainment by offering grants to families of children aged 6-17 years with attendance in school at 85 percent that has, since 2001, helped to transform the lives of 340,000 people of vulnerable groups in Jamaica; 
FURTHER NOTING the success of other conditional cash transfer programs that have been implemented in OAS Member States, such as Bolsa Familia in Brazil, Oportunidades in Mexico, Familias en Accion in Columbia, Mi Familia Progresa on Guatemala, Juntos in Peru, the Family Allowance Program in Honduras, Chile Solidario in Chile, and Red de Oportunidades in Panama;
RECOGNIZING the “need to facilitate an inclusive and enabling environment in which youth actors, including youth from different backgrounds, are recognized and provided with adequate support to implement violence prevention activities and support social cohesion” (UN/SC/RES/2250); and
AFFIRMING The World Declaration on Education for All, which states “that sound basic education is fundamental to strengthening of higher levels of education and of scientific and technological literacy and capacity and thus to self-reliant development”,

RESOLVES: 

1. To encourage Member States to implement a mentorship program in primary schools, specifically for students who have applied fall under nations’ respective poverty lines, entitled: “Operation: Guardians for Growth,” as a tool to: 
a. Lower dropout rates.
b. Improve literacy rates. 
c. Enhance the quality of primary school education. 
d. Reduce the number of youth recruited into organized crime.

2. To request the implementation of Operation: Guardians for Growth which will: 
a. Be introduced to public primary schools in Fall 2017.
b. Give secondary students who have performed exceedingly well, especially academically, the opportunity to apply to volunteer as a mentor or tutor for an assigned group of primary school students in their own Member State:
i. with whom they will meet with individually to ensure the student is fully understanding the material being taught in class.
                              ii.   Where they will have the responsibility of tracking and monitoring
                                     the students’ academic progress.
                             iii. Requires Guardians to maintain a minimum grade point average 
c. Give the primary school students a scholarly and driven person to look up to and want to emulate, keeping them on the right track to success.
d. Provide a small stipend to:
i. The “guardian” after a certain number of logged hours tutoring to go towards their costs of higher education and living. 
ii. The family of the child being mentored based on performance in the program and attendance rates. 
e. Offer “guardians” special opportunities to apply for selective scholarships through the OAS Academic Scholarship Program should they decide to pursue a teaching career. 

3. To request Operation: Guardians for Growth be overseen by teachers and staff at schools in which it was implemented and by the Inter-American Ministers on Education.    

4. To recommend the success of Operation: Guardians for Growth be measured through surveys created by the OAS Inter-American Council for Integral Development for “guardians”, teachers, and parents to complete anonymously and electronically.

5. To request stipends for mentors and mentees be funded:
a. By allocating funds gathered from interested non-governmental organizations such as, but not limited to, the Moneygram Foundation, The Jacobs Foundation, The Global Partnership for Education(GPE), MENTOR, and The Global Fund for Children to be disbursed throughout participating Member States according to their respective number of impoverished peoples under 18.
b. Under the discretion of each Member State. 



Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)

Cosignatories: Cosigs have been released upon amending 






