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I. GENERAL STATEMENT 

The Delegation of Cuba welcomes all the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) in this year’s Summit of the Americas. The delegations gather here to seek solutions to the issues facing our hemisphere; therefore, each nation should cooperate and only seek the best for their nation and the hemisphere. As most of the member states are aware, in 2009 Cuba was allowed to begin a process of dialogue to be a full member of the OAS. However, with the recent attacks on our closest ally and sister country, Venezuela, we are reluctant to become full members of the OAS. In the midst of this issue, the Delegation of Cuba is willing to work with other member states to find the best solution to the many other issues brought up here today. The Delegation of Cuba is here as an asset to the OAS and its sovereignty, status, and independence should be respected the same as the other members states present here today. 

Cuba is an outstanding nation despite all the challenges created by other entities that have sought to destroy or weaken the gains made by the Cuban Revolution of 1959. The government of Cuba created a nation where its people have the best quality of life through the many resources provided to the people. The government of Cuba has the best health care system in the hemisphere, which provides first-class health care to all its citizens. Additionally, it is one of the safest and most peaceful nations to reside in because of the tough laws on weapons. The government of President Raul Castro has also passed reforms to create a more just and connected Cuba. All of this would have been impossible without our education system, which has made our population one of the most literate in the hemisphere. Cuba’s education system has also created some of the world’s best doctors to not only strengthen the health of its own population, but to also become an asset for other nations. The Republic of Cuba is proud to have an educated nation because education is such an important value, and as the great Cuban Independence leader José Martí said, “The happiest country is one that has educated its children best, both in how to think for themselves and how to develop their sensibilities. An educated country will always be strong and free.”

The Delegation of Cuba seeks to solve each committee’s issues through education and a good understanding of the topic because the delegation believes that through education, anything is possible. The Republic of Cuba is exemplary due to its dedication to education. We suggest all nations follow the steps of Cuba to ensure the best education of all the people in the hemisphere. 

In conclusion, the Republic of Cuba remains committed to improve the OAS through education. We are willing to work with other member states if the Delegation of Cuba is treated as equally and respectfully as other nations. 
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II. PARTICULAR STATEMENTS 

A. Committee: General Committee (GC)

Topic A: Strengthening and Improving the Reach of the Inter-American Convention against Racism


The Republic of Cuba would like to applaud the member states for igniting the idea of the Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance back in 2000.
 The Cuban Delegation supports the goals of the General Committee (GC) by emphasizing the unique role of education in the fight against racism. The Organization of American States is deeply concerned on this issue since Chapter VII, Article 45, Subsection A of the Charter emphasizes that “All human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, nationality, creed, or social condition, have a right to material well-being and to their spiritual development, under circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and economic security.”
 
However, it was not until June 5, 2013 that the Inter-American Convention against Racism was adopted. Fortunately, this was not the only action the member states of the OAS have taken to address the issue of racism. In fact, the Inter-American Commission created the Rapporteurship of the Rights of Persons of African Decent and Against Racial discrimination in 2005 and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The goal of the Office of the Rapporteur is to “generate awareness regarding States’ duty to respect the human rights of Afro-descendants and on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination, analyzing the current challenges that confront countries of the region in this area, formulating recommendations designed to overcome the obstacles, identifying and sharing best practices in the region with respect to this matter, and providing any technical assistance requested by member States in the implementation of the recommendations in national law and practice.”
 These two great initiatives were adopted by the Organization of the American States due to the loyalty and faith in the Charter. Even though the Inter-American Convention against Racism and the Office of the Rapporteur have made successful steps towards addressing the impact of racism, there is room for improvement to better tackle this issue. Unfortunately, “Afro-descendants and Indigenous people occupy the lowest rungs on the income, educational and occupational ladders across Latin America.”
 In fact, indigenous people “make up less than 5 percent of the world's population, but account for 15 percent of the poorest.”
 This is a problem that for so long has been present in our hemisphere and it is time we do away with it. 
 Monumental steps to end racism were taken in Cuba after the Cuban Revolution. This included an end to institutionalized segregation at beach clubs, at schools, and in neighborhoods.”
 Additionally, Cuba has an impressive literacy rate of 99.7%, since it provides education to all Cubans regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, income, etc.
 Furthermore, the Republic of Cuba has first-class doctors and one of the best health care systems in the world, despite the economic barriers placed by other countries in the hemisphere. Our health care system does not make distinctions based on race but instead serves all Cubans. The Republic of Cuba respects the sovereignty of all the member states, therefore Cuba will not push our methods upon others. However, the delegation of Cuba will provide guidance and suggestions for the betterment of the hemisphere. The Republic of Cuba is willing to work with member states to provide extra funding to the Inter-American Convention against Racism to educate and provide resources to all member states willing to implement reforms to prevent or eliminate racism. The Delegation of Cuba wants to emphasize the importance of cooperation on this issue to provide the Inter-American Convention against Racism with the authority to bring hemispheric awareness to the issue of racism. The Delegation of Cuba believes that through education, funding, and cooperation among the states of the Americas, the Inter-American Convention against Racism will flourish with strength to provide quality and justice for all the people in the hemisphere.

Topic B: Achieving More Equitable Inclusion and Participation in the OAS among All States in the hemisphere

 
The Delegation of Cuba would like to point out that it has been excluded from Organization of the American States since 1962, when Resolution VI was passed and the Cuban government was excluded from participation in the inter-American system.
  The Cuba Delegation supports the goals of the GC by emphasizing the importance of sovereignty and equality in the hemisphere. This exclusion existed because the government of Cuba proclaimed itself as a Marxist-Leninist government which was “incompatible with the principles and objectives of the inter-American system,”
 according to the member states of the Organization of American States. It was unfortunate that fourteen states voted for the motion, while the Delegation of Cuba was the only one to vote against it. However, on June 3, 2009 the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas decided to allow Cuba to participate in the OAS after a “process of dialogue initiated at the request of the Government of Cuba, and in accordance with the practices, purposes, and principles of the OAS.”
 


 The government of Cuba was wrongfully excluded from participation in the Inter-American system because its sovereignty was not respected. Under Chapter IV, Article 19, the OAS Charter declares that “No State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatsoever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only armed force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of the State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements.” 
 Therefore, the sovereignty of each state should be respected by the Organization of the American States. No member state should be excluded due the type of government it decided to implement since this is the realm of the affairs of that state. The government of Cuba created a democracy in the shape as Cuba sees it. It is important to emphasize that the Delegation of Cuba has the legitimatize right to decide the type of democratic government it will implement within its borders. 


Additionally, there is no equality in the Organization since some countries are favored over others. This strictly goes against Chapter IV Article 10 of the Charter which states that, “States are juridically equal, enjoy equal rights and equal capacity to exercise these rights, and have equal duties.  The rights of each State depend not upon its power to ensure the exercise thereof, but upon the mere fact of its existence as a person under international law.”
 In order to achieve more equitable inclusion and participation in the OAS, this section of the charter must be strictly followed. 


Due to the current unfair sanctions and vitriol by the Secretary General against Venezuela, the government of Cuba will not return to the Organization of the American States until all member states are treated equally. This is a reflection of Cuba’s solidarity with Venezuela. The Organization of American States has been more "an instrument of imperialist domination"
 due to this injustice to Venezuela than it has been a protector and defender of peace and security based on the equality of all states in the hemisphere. Cuba offers its “most firm solidarity to our brothers, the Venezuelan people, and to the legitimate government of President Nicolas Maduro."
 The delegation of Cuba will be willing to rejoin and continue the dialogue opened back in 2009 if, and only if, the sanctions on Venezuela are lifted and the government of Maduro is recognized as legitimate. The government of Cuba wants to ensure the respect for sovereignty and equality in the Organization of American States as a prerequisite to the participation of all states in the hemisphere in the OAS.
B. Committee: Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

Topic A: Promotion of the Rights of People in Vulnerable Situations


The Delegation of Cuba applauds the efforts of the OAS to strengthen inter-American dialogue and cooperation in order to promote the full inclusion of people of African Descent in the economic, social, and political life of each state by creating the ‘Rapporteurship on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination’ and adopting the ‘Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Intolerance’ and the ‘Inter-American Convention against All forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.’ The delegation acknowledges that promoting and protecting the human rights of people of African Descent, who account for 30% of the population of Latin America but make up almost 40% of the poor,
 is one of the most pressing tasks facing the Hemisphere, as they are one of the most vulnerable minority groups of the region. While the Republic of Cuba has adopted a variety of reforms that promote and respect the rights of Afro-descendants, such as breaking down the racial barriers that prevented them from joining unions, eliminating housing discrimination, and extending assistance, services, and literacy to underserved populations
; racial inequality and discrimination plagues the member states of the OAS, posing a serious risk to economic growth, the fight against poverty, and social stability. Throughout the Americas, Afro-descendants are more likely to be born in poor neighborhoods, face greater difficulties to enter the labor force, be underrepresented in the national political life, and receive a lower quality education.
 Through the ‘Declaration Mar del Plata,’ member states have made a commitment to work to eliminate discrimination in education, training, and remuneration; as well as to help Afro-descendants overcome poverty and social exclusion by ensuring their full access to decent work.
 The delegation of Cuba looks forward to address the inequalities that African descendants face in the fields of education, health care, and job creation in order to work alongside the fellow delegations to protect Afro-descendants from racial discrimination and to fully incorporate them into society. 

Topic B: Public Policies for Improving Workers’ and Employers’ Rights


The Republic of Cuba has noted that the Organization of American States has recognized that labor issues are now, more than ever, at the center of the economic, social and political agendas in the region. The progression of the Americas is the Republic of Cuba’s ultimate goal, therefore, a focus on educating low-wage workers is a priority. The education of these workers is essential to the economies, workforce, and consumption of the member states. With programs such as the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration, it is of importance that there is mediation for cooperation between Ministries of Labor of the Americas, so that there is progression in aspects of institutional and human capacities. It is reported that fifty percent of “firms in Latin America and the Caribbean reported not being able to find a candidate with the skills they need to expand their business, compared to thirty-six percent of firms in OECD countries.”
  


The Republic of Cuba fully supports programs such as the Inter-American Network for Labor Administrations and the Inter-American Teacher Education Network, which seek to spread education throughout the Americas. The Republic of Cuba prides itself on having an education system that is one-hundred percent subsidized by the Cuban government, which means that students at all levels can attend school for free.
 Making children a priority in having every opportunity to receive an education is of essence, but there needs to be a focus on those who have fallen into the low wage worker category, such as the youth and elderly, to have the opportunity to get a sufficient education. Educating these workers would result in higher skills being learned, which would call for higher level jobs to be filled, and the economy then benefits. However, the main focus and benefit is that cognitive skills are obtained. Educational plans should be put in place so that people who have not received the opportunity to further their education have the chance to do so at their current age, with no added burdens of cost or restrictions of age. If a program providing education to low-wage workers could prove to be successful, minimum wage would have to be increased, resulting in a smaller population in poverty. In Cuba a significant problem that many Cuban workers are facing is low wages, which has been a problem for a vast amount of member states have been faced with for decades.
 Not having access to a steady, sufficient currency usually results in people falling into other markets, such as the black market, which can directly hurt a country’s economy. Many countries have set wages and hours, so changing the amount of money that low wage worker make would be a hard change to make, but if those workers were to have higher skills, the jobs that they do would require compensation to be higher. 


To solve the low-wage worker epidemic in American states, it would first be through the education of these workers. Through an education program specifically aimed towards them, they will be able to learn skills, gain a perspective on better job opportunities, and benefit the economy. The Delegation of Cuba has many ideas as to what type of program could be implemented in member states, and how it could be effectively put into action, so that citizens can have better opportunities in the workforce. The Delegation of Cuba looks forward to solving this issue that affects so many of the countries in the hemisphere.
C. Committee: Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)

Topic A: New Programs to Help Combat or Prevent Transnational Organized Crime


The Republic of Cuba affirms that the illegal drug trade, not only in the Western hemisphere but in the world, threatens the safety of member states of the Organization of American States (OAS). The Delegation of Cuba supports the OAS goal “to strengthen the peace and security of the continent” as stated in the OAS Charter, Article 2, Section A. Unfortunately, the peace of the hemisphere is at risk due to the illegal drug trade. Illegal drug trafficking is causing violence to increase all over the Americas. According to United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, cocaine trafficking is empowering groups and the violence that comes with it.
 The violence associated with illegal drug trafficking has brought high homicide rates to the Americas. According to the World Atlas, six out of the top ten countries with the highest murder rate are in Latin and Central America.

The Cuban delegation acknowledges and applauds the efforts made by the OAS to prevent the drug trafficking in the Americas. In accordance with Article 53 of the Charter of the Organization the General Assembly has set up the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). The goal of the CICAD is to “serve as a consultative and advisory body of the Organization on the illicit use, production, traffic and distribution of drugs, and related offenses.”
 With the help of CICAD, the OAS has acknowledged the drug problem in the Western Hemisphere and set forth three goals: demand reduction, institutional strengthening, and supply reduction. The Delegation of Cuba would like to express its concern for the Hemisphere in regards to drug trafficking and the violence that follows. 

The Republic of Cuba has been fighting against the illegal drug trade for years. Since 1959, Cuba has had a “zero tolerance” policy on drugs. Cuba has seized triple the number of drugs from traffickers in 2017 compared to the same time last year.
 The Delegation of Cuba believes that the increase in the number of drugs seized is due to some Latin American and Caribbean countries trying to legalize marijuana. Cuba has not and will not legalize marijuana.
 Cuba has established strict laws with long prison sentences to discourage drug traffickers from establishing a network in our country. Cuba has high educational system plans to educate the public on the damages of drugs. 

The Delegation of Cuba believes strict drug laws are important to discourage drug trafficking and reduce the violence in the hemisphere. The Republic of Cuba and other member states need to focus on the drug institutions. They need to be strengthened so communication can be improved and the drug authorities can impose the proper penalties. The Delegation of Cuba looks forward to contributing to combat the drug problem in the hemisphere in hopes to reduce transnational crime. 

Topic B: Strengthening and Increasing Hemispheric Agreements on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation  

The Republic of Cuba acknowledges that rapid arms trading and gun violence are becoming major threats to the Organization of American States (OAS). The Cuban delegation supports the goals of organizations like the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), which promote promising movements to hopefully stop the proliferation of small arms and reduce gun violence around the world.
 The Republic of Cuba is fully aware of the growingly violent times and heated conflicts growing throughout the hemisphere. In Latin America, at least 45-80 million small arms that include handguns, assault rifles grenades, and grenade launchers and even in some cases small portable air misled have been circulated within the region. These small firearms kill around 73,000-90,000 people each year in Latin America.
 This shocking reality is why the topic of proliferation is so important. 

 
The Republic of Cuba has had a long history dealing with the issue of proliferation; this country was nearly the starting point of nuclear war in 1962 during the well-known Cuban Missile Crisis and it hopes to never become that close to nuclear fallout ever again.  Cuba is also the most recent signatory to the Treaty of Tlatelolco, which has been the set standard for nuclear non-proliferation in the hemisphere for 50 years.
 Cuba has committed itself to a nuclear free policy ever since. Cuba wants to acknowledge that the biggest problem involving proliferation in Latin America is the small arms trade that is rampant in the hemisphere.  

Cuba is proud to be a nation that has reported virtually zero gun crimes in the nation for the past 40 years.
 This country has dealt with this problem for many years by implementing laws, such as Law no. 262.
  Law 262 was implemented in 2008 and criminalizes the possession and selling of firearms in the country. With laws like these, Cuba has maintained a status as one of the most peaceful in the world amongst international studies.
 Cuba also prides itself on its education, which also remains an essential factor in keeping the streets of Cuba gun-free and safe. Education in situations like these is critical for the youth of this hemisphere. The Republic of Cuba encourages them to not involve themselves with these illegal gun trades and we ensure, through education, that no Cuban child will ever be so desperate as to participate in these illegal trade rings. Cuba encourages other countries to follow suit in its strict firearm legislation laws and to encourage education in non-proliferation to their children to better secure the safety of the region not only for the present, but for the future as well. 

D. Committee: Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD)

Topic A: Strengthening and Modernizing Management Mechanisms at the Municipal Level 


Strengthening and Modernizing Management Mechanisms at the Municipal Level is a very important issue in the Americas, therefore it is critical that the OAS addresses it. The Republic of Cuba affirms that the lack of civil registration in the member states of the Organization of American states is a threat to multiple levels within our governments. Affecting one's education, demographic statistics, public health, and our own citizens’ human rights. The Delegation of Cuba supports the goal of the Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy by proposing solutions to the OAS that could help the member states strengthen civil identity programs.

  
Roughly 1.3 million births go unregistered every year, leaving a total of 6.5 million children without birth certificates in Latin America.
 Strengthening and Modernizing Management Mechanisms at the Municipal Level is important for the region because Latin American countries tend to have very corrupt political systems.
 Civil registration helps ensure that everybody has a chance to vote for whom they believe in, and to recognize our citizens for who they are. This is very important to prevent political fraud from happening, and helps to ensure a state’s peace and security. The issue of Strengthening and Modernizing Management Mechanisms at the Municipal Level is located in Chapter IV of the OAS Charter.  The OAS General Assembly also adopted resolution AG/RES. 2362 (XXXVIII-O/08), titled the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity.” This resolution protects and secures the right for the people of the state to civil registration. Some of the programs that the OAS has organized to help achieve successful civil registration are: The Open Government project, the Universal Civil Identity Project of the Americas (PUICA), e-Government, Innovation and Modernization in Effective Public Management, Municipal Management Modernization, and virtual camps (OAS).
 


The Technical Paper, "Importancia Nacional del Registro Civi1 y Urgencia de su Adecuacion a una Sociedad Moderna,"  claims that civil registration is very important to the states. The document argues that civil registration has many uses, such as the facilitation of the count of citizens within an area, and allowing government officials to gather data easier. Civil registration also helps promote public health as well as a better education for the states, since knowing who the person is and receiving information about their place in the society helps ensure that individuals are able to get his or her needs met. It helps officials trace how development within their country is working and what they need to change or strengthen in order to remain strong in the international community. 


The Republic of Cuba believes that the high numbers of people lacking a civil identity is contributing to many more problems than just lacking an identity in the eyes of the government.
 The government connects the idea of not being registered to problems within our country, since not being successfully registered could lead to the decrease of education in Cuba. The Republic of Cuba believes that a good education is one of the most important qualities that their citizens must obtain. With a literacy rate of 99.9%, the Republic of Cuba feels its citizens should not be neglected the opportunity to an education just because of the ignorance of not being registered, which should be something that everyone has access to by the law.


Strengthening and Modernizing Management Mechanisms at the Municipal Level is an important issue for Cuba because like many other countries in Latin America many of their citizens do not have any public records of their civil identity, as well as many contain fake civil registration papers. Therefore, implementing civil registration more efficiently could help strengthen and modernize management mechanism at the municipal level. Cuba has passed Law No. 51 (Ley No. 51: Ley Del Registro del Estado Civil) to promote and ensure that all of its citizens are granted the right to obtain their civil registry of identity. One must be registered before leaving the hospital or right after to ensure that all of the citizens are registered and able to access the quality healthcare and education that they all deserve under the great Republic of Cuba.


The Cuban delegation believes the accessibility to civil registration should be an automatic right as a citizen of a state. By making civil identity registration a priority in the hemisphere, the member states can help strengthen management mechanisms at the municipal level, and thus, promote the human rights of the region. 

Topic B: New Programs for the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices 

 
The Republic of Cuba strongly believes in the power of education as a tool for strengthening democracy in the member states in the Organization of American States and recognizes the danger the member states put our respective democracies in when we neglect the educational needs of our people. In Section 3, Article 16 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter (IADC) the member states pledge to recognize that "Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. To achieve these ends, it is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and minorities."  The Delegation of Cuba is willing to cooperate with the OAS in the promotion of democratic values, as long as the OAS recognizes the strength and diversity of the various types of democratic government here with us today. The delegation is delighted to participate in finding a resolution that promotes the shared goal of democratic ethics through education within the member states' countries.


Cuba recognizes there are democracies within the Organization of American States that feel a strain on their government that affects the prosperity of their people and nation.  Every government that participates in the OAS has their own unique variation of a democratic government that is as special as every other, but the weakness threatening our governments start with a lack of education within our states.  Research found that in Latin American countries, like Mexico, Brazil, Chile, and Costa Rica, among many others, education is lagging far behind that of other nations and hemispheres. The collective Latin American and Caribbean 2012 PISA scores (math scores) ranked significantly below average; the highest average was Chile’s at 420, while other nations rank well above 500.
 


It should not go unnoted that many of the countries present here today have made great changes within their education systems and are proudly able to say there is significant improvement.  Even within the OAS, change has taken form in Analysis Reports on National Policies on Education for Democratic Citizenship and the creation of an Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy, where representatives can discuss progress. However, only five years ago, Latin American countries were ranked second lowest in the world on average learning abilities on all international tests by World Bank.
  Even the United States of America has dropped rank to 36th in the world when measuring quantity and quality of education.
 The need for reform in the respective education systems of each member state is greater than these statistics.  The Delegation of Cuba is sure that all the member states are aware of the importance of education and the greater effects it can have on nations that would make it more effective to promote democracy.  The greatest pride of the Republic of Cuba is that President Raul Castro and the government listens to the citizens and provides for their needs, while constantly finding ways to improve the country as a whole.  Since the Cuban Revolution, the Republic of Cuba has made great, successful efforts in providing the Cuban people with essential welfare programs such as free and accessible healthcare and a largely successful education system.  


According to the World Bank in 2012, the measure of a country’s level of cognitive skill is fairly strongly correlated with long-term economic growth in said country.
  Good education systems can also positively impact low income communities and minority groups by forcing the community to become involved in their or their child’s educational life, thus making improvements in the overall community
. 


With a literacy rate of over 97% and strong loyalty from the Cuban population, the Delegation of Cuba feels the key to strengthening one’s government lies in the accessibility and quality of education. The Delegation of Cuba has maintained one of the best free and compulsory education systems in the Americas, according to the 2014 World Bank.
  This Delegation takes pride in the accessibility of all levels of schooling and the success rate of said schools, but recognizes the dilemma other nations in the OAS are facing. 


Considering all the information stated above, Cuba recognizes the very real problem with education and the weaknesses threatening the potential for great democracies within the Western Hemisphere.


The Delegation of Cuba recommends all forms of education be compulsory until the end of secondary school or beginning of post-secondary school.  By enforcing education until students are young adults, we ensure the development of the economy and prosperity of the commonwealth.  In addition, through this method of education, each sovereign nation will also be able to indoctrinate the ethics and beliefs of every kind of democracy starting at a young age up until they finish schooling; whether that be after secondary school or after getting a higher education.  This in turn will ensure the strengthening of democracy in each respective country. 


The opportunity to pursue an education should be made more accessible.  There are an alarming amount of primary-school-aged children going without an education do to accessibility.
  More Latin Americans and Caribbean peoples are living in poverty in the last twenty years than ever before, and as a result, the children in these countries struggle to get an education.
  By making education easier for all citizens to obtain, democratic elections and procedures will fortify and each delegation’s government will flourish. 


Finally, to make this possible and more efficient, Cuba believes each government should allocate more money to each state’s respective education system. The real issue at hand is the educational welfare of each member states' citizens. If governments continue to spend money on overdeveloped militaries and weapons, rather than better educational facilities and training for better teaching quality, the citizens of the hemisphere will be deprived of what this organization can and should be provided for them; and furthermore, the OAS would be weakening national ethics of democracy. 

E. Committee: Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF)

Topic A: Budgetary Statements 


The Republic of Cuba is excited to be among the most respected delegations to discuss essential topics pertinent to the budgetary allocation concerning the 2018 fiscal year of the Organization of American states (OAS). It is the duty of the OAS and the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) to identify and fund solutions to the key issues facing the hemisphere. The Delegation of Cuba understands the monetary constraints that narrow down the ability to fully fund all programs brought before the committee, but is more than confident in the ability of the delegations here to take true action to combat hemispheric problems. The Delegation of Cuba believes that through diplomacy, collaboration, and a sense of unity, we are all better equipped to enact the true kind of change that everyone can support and make the kinds of improvements that are desperately needed.


The Delegation of Cuba, while bearing in mind the confinements of the budget, suggests the delegations work toward funding initiatives that yield the highest benefit to all member states. Initiatives that will have a long lasting effect and increase the standard of life for those that we serve should be the priority of all delegations at the Summit. The Delegation of Cuba believes that given the limited budget, the SAF should focus on funding programs pertaining to education and social development. This principle is vital to the growth and advancement of hemisphere as a whole, and therefore the Republic of Cuba will enthusiastically support any programs that provide the means to do so.


The Delegation of Cuba prioritizes the establishment of education for all, investing in education will inevitably affect other issues, such as unemployment, crime, and poverty. Cuba has built a strong foundation of education over the span of more than 50 years. The illiteracy campaign instituted in Cuba shortly after the Cuban Revolution of 1959 is an early example of successful mobilization for education on the island. The education system in Cuba is 100% subsidized by the government, meaning that Cuban students at all levels can attend school for free. The Cuban government has been investing a substantial part of its budget into education for many years. Cuba has the best education system in Latin American and the Caribbean and is the only country on the continent to have a high-level teaching faculty. While the delegation identifies the constraints within the OAS budget, it is assured that member states of the SAF will identify the key areas of concern and fund the appropriate resolutions. 


The Delegation of Cuba is looking forward to working with all member states and prioritizing which issues need to be funded. As members of the Organization of American States, our priority is to ensure that funding is fairly dispersed and the most pressing issues are attended to in order to keep all citizens of the American States happy with their quality of life. 
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