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THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA
General Statement:

The Republic of Cuba is excited to be among the most respected delegations to discuss essential topics pertinent to the budgetary allocation concerning the 2018 fiscal year of the Organization of American states (OAS). It is the duty of the OAS and the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) to identify and fund solutions to the key issues facing the hemisphere. The Delegation of Cuba understands the monetary constraints that narrow down the ability to fully fund all programs brought before the committee, but is more than confident in the ability of the delegations here to take true action to combat hemispheric problems. The Delegation of Cuba believes that through diplomacy, collaboration, and a sense of unity, we are all better equipped to enact the true kind of change that everyone can support and make the kinds of improvements that are desperately needed.

The Delegation of Cuba, while bearing in mind the confinements of the budget, suggests the delegations work toward funding initiatives that yield the highest benefit to all member states. Initiatives that will have a long lasting effect and increase the standard of life for those that we serve should be the priority of all delegations at the Summit. The Delegation of Cuba believes that given the limited budget, the SAF should focus on funding programs pertaining to education and social development. This principle is vital to the growth and advancement of hemisphere as a whole, and therefore the Republic of Cuba will enthusiastically support any programs that provide the means to do so.

The Delegation of Cuba prioritizes the establishment of education for all, investing in education will inevitably affect other issues, such as unemployment, crime, and poverty. Cuba has built a strong foundation of education over the span of more than 50 years. The illiteracy campaign instituted in Cuba shortly after the Cuban Revolution of 1959 is an early example of successful mobilization for education on the island. The education system in Cuba is 100% subsidized by the government, meaning that Cuban students at all levels can attend school for free. The Cuban government has been investing a substantial part of its budget into education for many years. Cuba has the best education system in Latin American and the Caribbean and is the only country on the continent to have a high-level teaching faculty. While the delegation identifies the constraints within the OAS budget, it is assured that member states of the SAF will identify the key areas of concern and fund the appropriate resolutions. 

The Delegation of Cuba is looking forward to working with all member states and prioritizing which issues need to be funded. As members of the Organization of American States, our priority is to ensure that funding is fairly dispersed and the most pressing issues are attended to in order to keep all citizens of the American States happy with their quality of life. 
General Committee, Topic One:
CENTERS OF EDUCATION AGAISNT RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION
Recognizing the need for racism awareness towards Afro-descendants and indigenous people this resolution seeks to resolve discrimination across OAS member states. The inter-American convention against Racial Discrimination recommends states should address policies that ensure the fundamental freedoms of persons or groups that are subject to racism.

This resolution encourages all member states to establish a center of education and discrimination in their states. It resolves to make the purpose of these centers on education against racism and discrimination. In order to create and inclusive environment, the OAS will collaborate with Rapporteur of the Right on Indigenous People and the Rapporteur of the rights of persons of African Decent and against Racial Discrimination.This resolution seeks funding to ensure inclusion, tolerance and anti-racism across our nations. Non-profit organizations that will go hand in hand with this resolution are Native Planet, and indigenous organizations according to each country.
General Committee, Topic Two:

CONDEMNING THE ORGANIZATIONS OF AMERICAN STATES FOR ITS ATTACKS AGAINST VENEZUELA

Pointing out that the delegation of Venezuela has been prosecuted for its sovereign choices related to its government, this resolution seeks to show solidarity with Cuba’s sister state. The Secretary General, Luis Almagro has continuously attacked the legitimate nation of Venezuela, and this lack of diplomacy cannot be tolerated within the OAS.
This resolution resolves to show respect for member states sovereignty. As well as direct respect from the Secretary General. It is in the best interest of the OAS to be united to avoid reoccurrences. It is also important to recall that in the past, the delegation of Cuba was voted out of the OAS unfairly, due of lack of inclusion from the hemisphere. Venezuela deserves to part of this Organization as much as any other country, for that reason this resolution request all member states to lift current sanctions placed on Venezuela.

This extreme interventionist behavior is unacceptable because the OAS seeks peace among all nations. This resolution is necessary to show harmony and unity among the hemisphere in the eyes of the world.
Secretariat for Integral Development, Topic One:
STRENGTHING COOPERAATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT

The following resolution acknowledges the necessity to strengthen national, regional and international cooperation to promote the social, economic, civil and political rights of all people. The OAS holds a commitment to equality and non-discrimination.

This resolution resolves to reiterate the ethical commitment that members have to eliminate racism and racial discrimination. To encourage states to promote public awareness of the situation of people of African descent in the Americas through educational campaigns, to eliminate stereotypes, prejudices and manifestations of racial discrimination. The resolution invites all member states to implement necessary legislative, social and judicial measures to promote the integration of African descendants into their communities. 

Funding is needed to ensure all member states have the resources to implement educational programs and necessary legislation. Funding will also come from the World Bank and the United Nations Development Program.
Secretariat for Integral Development, Topic Two:
THE EMPLOYEE EDUCAT5ION PLAN FOR AMERICANS (EEPAs)

Recalling that there is a direct relationship between education and the progressiveness of the economy, education is a priority among member states. Being that, higher educational levels result in higher-level jobs, this resolution seeks to strengthen the economies of all member states through an education plan for low-wage workers.

Resolving that the Employee Education Plan for Americans addresses the need of quality education among low-wage workers that will result in better jobs and better compensation. Being that the program will be composed of professors who hold an extensive background in the field they teach, recipients of the program will be secured with the skills needed for more employment opportunities. 

The EEPCA program is not new to the Republic of Cuba, the Bahamas, Haiti or Jamaica. These countries have prospering populations and economies. Funding for this resolution will improve literacy rates and job production among the hemisphere. Funding will also be received from National education foundations such as the NEA fund for children and Public Education.

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Topic One:

EDUCATING THE AMERICAS ON DRUG USE

This resolution is intended to educate citizens on drug use to help provide protection and security. There has been a problem with drug trafficking and drug use in member states. Keeping this in mind, educating the people of the member states could help minimize these problems and help strengthen security. 


The resolution talks about PROCCER and how this would strengthen the treatment of people who are rehabilitating from drug abuse. This is highly important for member states to take precautions to protect all citizens. 


The resolves include how implementing this resolution would help educate member states on drugs. There are various activities included that would help fulfill the purpose of this resolution. 


The National Institute on Drug Abuse, Mentor International, and World Federation Against Drugs are all possible NGOs that could fund this resolution. Drug abuse prevention is a priority for the AOS, which is why this resolution justifies funding.
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Topic Two:
THE PROGRAM FOR YOUTH AGAINST ARMS TRAFFICKING (PYEAAT)
This resolution aims to help prevent youth involvement in arms trafficking. Latin American countries have had problems with youths being involved in gun related crimes. It also highlights how there is a direct correlation between education and crime. This relationship helps strengthen why this resolution should be funded. Educating youths against arms trafficking will help youths understand why this could have negative outcomes. 


The program that would be administered would help benefit all member states. That is why this resolution should be funded because it should be a priority for member states to help prevent youths from going down a negative path. 


The International Action Network on Small Arms, Campaign Against Arms Trade, and Control Arms are all NGO’s that could help fund this resolution. Also, participating member states should want to help fund this resolution because it would help increase the quality of life within their societies. 
Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy, Topic One:

THE CREATION OF A CENTER WITHIN STATES THAT KEEPS A STRICT RECORD OF CIVILIANS THAT ARE BORN AND ARE NOT YET CIVILLY REGISTERED IN THE AMERICAS

This resolution takes into consideration that many people in the Americas lack basic civil rights because they are not registered. All people should be registered so they can receive benefits that each member states’ governments offer to citizens. Also, when people are registered the government is able to better address and protect their citizens.


The resolves involved with this resolution all implement different forms for member states to register their citizens. The resolves also remind all member states that there is a negative aspect to not registering citizens. 


This resolution is based on an issue that has caused problems for various member states in the past. The Voices of Youth, states that registering births gives children an access to healthcare, education, protection, and keep a permanent record of civilians. Protecting children of member states is important because we want them to have their best possible opportunity. 

The Organization of American States should fund this resolution because it should be priority to provide basic civil rights to birth within all member states. Providing protection is important and necessary if we wish for these children to have their best possible opportunity. Plan International and UNICEF are possible NGOs that would help fund this resolution. Possibly, other member states would also fund this resolution because it is in their interests to protect children within their states. 

Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy, Topic Two:
IMPROVING EDUCATION REFORMS FOR STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY


This resolution acknowledges that education is an important part of strengthening democracy and giving better opportunities to its citizens. Education is a priority to Cuba because educating their citizens is an important part of building their government and citizens. 


The resolution includes forums that would help provide education reforms for all member states. Latin America was ranked below average on education rates and this resolution would strengthen the citizens of each member states. 

The U.S. Department of Education acknowledges that when civilians pursue a higher education they are able to increase their income. This is important because having a higher income increases the quality of life. 

Funding this resolution is a priority for all member states because having a good quality education increases the quality of life for each civilian. Cuba recognizes that well educated citizens will help strengthen democracy by having citizens that are aware of all that is going on within society. This leads to citizens that are able to help society function well and make the best decisions. 

Funding could be received from participating member states, UNICEF, and Teachers Without Borders. This is an important resolution and necessary to strengthen the education of citizens and help democracy within each member state. 
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