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General Statement:

The Delegation of Ecuador is honored to cooperate with its most esteemed fellow delegates in the construction of the Joint Declaration of Budget Priorities for the year 2017. The Delegation recognizes that the Organization’s funds are finite; consequently, it expects nothing less that the utmost scrutiny in the debate of the budget priorities and of the approved resolutions’ funding. The Delegation, however, is confident that through debate this committee will maximize the limited resources of the Organization efficiently and creatively.

In this Summit of the Americas, the Delegation of Ecuador, in accordance to the Organization of American States (OAS)’s four pillars – democracy, human rights, security, and development – as well as to the Constitution of Ecuador, presents seven resolutions to further the current hemispheric efforts. By resolutions that address the gender-based violence, the young people not studying or working, energy efficiency and production of renewable energy, the restriction of firearms production, the creation of a hemispheric strategy to combat juvenile delinquency, the involvement of students’ efforts against racial discrimination and involvements, and the importance of civil registration for the exercise of democracy, the Delegation attempts to bring the hemisphere closer to social equity, justice, and dignity.  

Finally, as the current administration of President Rafael Correa stands, the Delegation of Ecuador would like to propose its fellow delegates to consider the following priority: the funding of actions that eradicate the inequality in the hemisphere, that is, actions whose main objective is to eliminate the sources of inequality. The Delegation affirms once more its intention to cooperate with its fellow delegates to maximize the limited resources of the Organizations, bearing in mind the four pillars of the OAS and the Constitution of Ecuador. 

General Committee, Topic One: COUNCIL OF HOMOLOGATION OF DEFINITIONS ON GENDER RELATED VIOLENCE FOR ACCURATE STADISTIC DATA ANALYSIS AND REDUCTION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN  
The resolution seeks to create an OAS council that will attempt to agree on a consistent definition of gender-related crimes throughout the continent. The purpose of said definition is to obtain more accurate statistical measures regarding these crimes. Politicians can take better actions oriented to repair and reduce the happening of these crimes, which result in not only the betterment of women’s lives, but also of their country’s ranks and qualifications with world lenders such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. 
As stated by the IMF, the basis for a country ranking in the lending score is affected firstly by its “historic tendencies of growth and defaulting, but secondly by the share of agriculture in GDP, educational attainment and human rights record.” This last portion leads to the realization that a good score in the UN Women report is vital to the improvement of the lending situation of the member states, which is overwhelmingly important to a significant portion of them.

This delegation believes that the investment in the council represents a light spending considering that the results of the homogenization process will make for far more accurate statistics which can either improve the countries ratings in the human rights indexes or can help politicians know and asses the gender related crimes as perceived by the global data gatherers and then improve their ratings in mentioned indexes.  

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Topic One: INVOLVE YOUNG PEOPLE TO GET THE BASIS OF EDUCATION FOR A GRANTED FUTURE
Within this resolution, we can find actions that will impact the life of people from fifteen to twenty-one years old that are not working nor studying. We are planning on establish a program where young adults can attend and as a result they can develop their own abilities and talents that might not know. Is fundamental to take this actions because, as teenagers, they have still a long path in life and this represents the crucial stage to decide on their future. 

Hence, when the course ends, each person would improve cultural entrepreneurship, in this way they can start their own business or apply into new job opportunities.

As stated by the OAS the educational needs of the continent are vast, and private and public sectors are doing their share in the education process of society, still, aware that for a variety of reasons some young citizens are left without studies and therefore job opportunities, their cost to both society and government is immense, so an investment from both sectors could benefit the hemisphere as a whole, the delegation invites the countries and their NGO’s to support this educational program and to incentive their private sectors to also pitch in as well as universities, considering the cost of these situation of many youngsters.

As stated in the Job Market monitor (OECD, 2013) ‘’Idle young adults are missing out on a window to build skills they will need later in life or use the knowledge they acquired in college. Without those experiences, they are less likely to command higher salaries and more likely to be an economic drain on their communities.’’ Which supports the idea behind this resolution on acting now and redirect the life path of young adults in this situation in our continent.
Just in the USA around 16% of the youth age 16 to 24 are neither studying or working, which doesn’t represents a cost today alone, it also brings the question how much are these young adults going to cost to society in the future, this alone justify state efforts and spending in programs such as ‘’ INVOLVE YOUNG PEOPLE TO GET THE BASIS OF EDUCATION FOR A GRANTED FUTURE.’’ Proposed by this delegation.

Lastly, the benefits of the program can be assessed as soon as young adults began the proposed courses encourage them to take further action and with the preparation offered rapidly becoming productive within the frames of legality and avoiding criminal careers. That is why the delegation invites the countries and their NGO’s to support this educational program and to incentive their private sectors to also pitch in as well as universities, considering the cost of this situation of many youngsters.
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Topic Two: PROMOTING RENEWABLE ENERGY IN THE AMERICAS

This resolution is seeking to establish an agency labeled Inter-American Energy Development Agency (IEDA)  under the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI); this agency will integrate and coach all the countries from the hemisphere to explore and invest into renewable energy in an annual meeting in the OAS headquarters.

According to the Interamerican Development Bank (IDB), investing in renewable energy creates jobs, promotes economic growth and improves energy security of countries. In this resolution, qualified specialists in renewable energy matter will meet to eventually present in an annual meeting to share with the hemispheric delegates their best practices and innovative procedures for renewable energy matter to encourage countries to apply them.

This Delegation will be requesting funds from the Inter-American Development Bank (IBD) and from the Organization of American States (OAS) as well as voluntary contributions from Member States and also open to private investment, in case the country agrees to. The IBD and the OAS will determine the funding based on the needs of the hemispheric countries and with whom they would trade energy with. 

The Delegation of Ecuador urges fellow delegates to vote in favor of funding this resolution in order to develop our countries into renewable energy matter; our region has immense potential in renewable energy, which may represent further development and reduction of environmental impacts.
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Topic One: LIMITING GUN PRODUCTION AND SALES IN THE AMERICAS
The resolution gives a solution to the problem the hemisphere is going through due the amount of security lack the countries are suffering from. It also gives the security that nations are seeking to defeat an issue even when the adversity is really big.  
The protocol that this resolution suggests looks for a more comprehensive measures in the hemisphere to address guns control by increasing the role of the governments in the weapon commerce within the countries and internationally.

Besides the inexpensive nature of the resolution, the effects that the protocol’s implementation will have on the countries will be reflected in a lower national expenditure on combating organized crime and gun trafficking because of the regulations included.

Considering that, worldwide, the public spending in the combat of organized crime (closely related to arms control) was 9.8 billion USD in 2014 (Institute of Economics and Peace), this resolution attempt to bring safety and eventually bring down public expenditure in security by having this strict control over weapons. 
We know that security is one of the biggest issues in the world we’re living, so if we can offer our nations the chance to live peacefully their lives, we should do our best to do it. After the approval of this resolution, citizens will show their appreciation when they see the OAS has created a better environment for them to live in.

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Topic Two: IMPLEMENTATION OF ALIGNMENT WORKSHOPS IN ORDER TO DEFINE THE 2018 STRATEGY TO COMBAT JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
The delegation of Ecuador is deeply concerned by the indicators related to juvenile delinquency and its main causes. The delegation’s proposition in this regard arose from the need of finding the best approach that can benefit all member states. Representatives from each country will be gathered from each member state during 2017, in order for them to collaborate together in the identification of the main factors that contribute to juvenile delinquency, and elaborate a strategy for the hemisphere to follow. At the same year, the Ecuadorian Government will implement a pilot program whose objective is to attend the current juvenile-delinquency-related issues in Ecuador. 
This resolution can benefit all member states, for more information translates into savings, which could be designated to research, consulting and other resources involved in a strategy definition. Should the council in charge fail to receive the required funding and donations from non-governmental organizations and permanent observer states, a relatively small, recommended quantity would be requested to the participating member states for the workshop meetings. The Ecuadorian Government will finance the aforementioned pilot program.
Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy, Topic One: OAS UNIVERSITY CLUBS AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN THE AMERICAS
The program of “OAS  anti-discrimination” or “ONE” have as main purpose to create a notion and awareness among universities, their students and community.

For race oriented discrimination is prevalent throughout the continent, it is with great interest that universities are targeted by this program firstly due to their position in the countries as social catalysts of change and inclusion and secondly for the cost involved in the creation of student bodies and groups represent costs that the OAS already incurs and tend to be inexpensive.

The student groups will have, as an incentive, the opportunity of accessing the programs exclusively designed for them and other existent  scholarship opportunities  of the OAS such as the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, in that regard, scholarship funding is not needed to extend the expenditures for the program of loans as its already in existence. 

Another important aspect to stress  is that the groups needs of space and facilities is intended to be provided by the universities in exchange of OAS conferences and certifications. 

As one of the main goals of the OAS is to amplify the scope of human rights knowledge and enactment, the program will bring the benefit that future government and private sector leaders will have a much clear vision of the difficulties and challenges minorities face. This alone has the means to aspire to the funding from part of the governments, universities, the OAS, and other NGO’S with the purpose of a more inclusive society throughout the continent and hence a far more productive one.

Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy, Topic Two: AGENCY OF COOPERATION OF CIVIL IDENTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION (ACCIR)
According to OAS studies, 10 % of the children in the hemisphere do not have a birth certificate; consequently, 10 % of the children in the hemisphere are or will be unable to fully exercise their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. This concerns the delegation of Ecuador, for it poses an obstacle to the member states’ compliance with Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which states, “It is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.” Having considered the previous and Article 26 of the Charter – “The OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the people of the Americas […]” –, the delegation presents the resolution.  
The resolution proposes the creation of an agency whose objective is to improve the civil registration throughout the hemisphere. The agency will study, develop and propose new strategies to existing organizations, and create a virtual platform where the main issues of each member state will be discussed and analyzed. 

The agency will request funds from the Council of Latin America and the Caribbean on Civil Registry, Identity and Vital Statistics (CLARICEV), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID), Inter-American Development Bank (IBD), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Support of federal and local governments, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will be sought as well.
The delegation of Ecuador sees no reason to why its fellow delegates should not approve the funding of this resolution, as it recognizes that civil registration is essential for the exercise of democracy. 
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