GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 			
General Committee (GC) 		
Topic 1 of the Agenda 				
Federative Republic of Brazil 

ENSURING SURVIVOR JUSTICE THROUGH LEGAL AID CLINICS
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
	BEARING IN MIND that, according to Article 45 subsection A of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) emphasizes that all human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, nationality, creed, or social condition, “have a right to material well-being and to their spiritual development, under circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and economic security”; 
	RECOGNIZING that The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) estimates that up to 40 percent of women in the region have been victims of violence at some point during their lives;
	REAFFIRMING Article 8 of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women that the responsibility of member states is, “to provide appropriate specialized services for women who have been subjected to violence, through public and private sector agencies”;
	NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN that according to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) the percentage of women (in Latin America) who sought help from any institution ranged from 8.2 to 36.0 percent, and in all member states was lower than the percentage that sought help from family or friends and that women cited many different reasons for not seeking help, including shame, fear of retaliation, and lack of resource awareness;
FULLY ALARMED BY a 2012 report made by the United Nations (UN) Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), which found that of the 25 countries with the highest femicide rates, 13 are in the Latin American region;
EMPHASIZING the PAHO 2013 summary report on “Violence Against Women in Latin America and the Caribbean” that has shown availability of civil legal aid can be effective in reducing rates of violence, and even more effective than alternative interventions such as the provision of shelters or counseling services; and
OBSERVING that the UN report on The World’s Women 2015 reported that, “lifetime experience of psychological violence (including emotional abuse and controlling behavior) is highest in Latin America,”
RESOLVES: 

1. To urge member states to continue working towards the eradication of violence against women and gender equality. 

2. To implement a pilot program in which legal aid clinics, under the direction of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), would provide free and comprehensive legal assistance on civil matters to survivors of domestic violence:
a. That the legal aid clinics be held at domestic violence shelters already in place throughout the cities of Vitória, São Paulo, and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
b. That the services of these legal aid clinics be staffed by attorneys with relevant experience.
c. That the attorneys meet the standard screening of these shelters regarding safety, confidentiality, and proper legal practice within their jurisdiction. 
d. That the attorneys be assigned to clientele in order to assist with pretrial and trial processes.
e. That the clinic would also inform victims of available outreach resources to address domestic violence and of their legal rights. 

3. That this pilot program take place from the 15 January 2017 to 15 January 2019.
a. That the legal aid clinic will occur once a month at the discretion of the shelters and attorneys. 
b. That the program will establish a baseline for the frequency of women seeking legal assistance. 

4. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, permanent observer states, registered non-governmental organizations (NGOs) such as the Latin America and the Caribbean Women’s Health Network and the Latin American and Caribbean Feminist Network Against Domestic Sexual Violence, and other pertinent organizations. 







5. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)
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