GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



General Assembly (GC) 


Topic 1 of the Agenda 





Jamaica 





DEFENSE OF WOMEN FOR THE FUTURE
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is “to ensure social justice and social security are bases of lasting peace” according to Article 3, Section J of the OAS Charter; 

FURTHER GUIDED BY Chapter VII, Article 47 of the OAS Charter, which asserts that “The Member States will give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education, science, technology, and culture, oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress”;

AFFIRMING Chapter II, Article 9 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter which states, “The elimination of all forms of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic and race discrimination, as well as diverse forms of intolerance, the promotion and protection of human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, and respect for ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in the Americas contribute to strengthening democracy and citizen participation”;

CONFIDENT THAT the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development are capable of being reached specifically in that all nations agreed to be, “determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are free from fear and violence”;

CONSIDERING Article 1 of the 1994 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women “Convention of Belem Do Para,” which states that “violence against women shall be understood as any act or conduct, based on gender, which causes death or physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, whether in the public or the private sphere”;

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the success of Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI) in its follow up on the goals of the “Convention of Belem Do Para” since 1994;
ACKNOWLEDGING that according to the Demographic Transition Model, population stability is a result of the increase in women’s rights and subsequent increase in ability to obtain jobs which lower birth rates overall since it takes women out of the home and into the workforce; 

CONVINCED that the elimination of violence against women is essential to ensuring a proper democratic society of truly equal representation; 

REAFFIRMING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in Article 28, establishes “States shall promote the full and equal participation of women in the political structures of their countries as a fundamental element in the promotion and exercise of a democratic culture”;

RECALLING AG/RES. 2561 (XL-O/10) “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” in which member states were urged to “continue their efforts to develop public policies, strengthen institutional mechanisms for the advancement of girls and women, including young women, and enforce laws that promote respect for their human rights and gender equity and equality, including equal opportunity for women and men at all levels”;

          NOTING WITH EXTREME CONCERN that according to the United Nations, 35% of women experience physical or sexual violence by a non-intimate partner and 70% of women experience physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner;

          TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that World Health Organization (WHO) and UNAIDS data shows women who have been sexually abused are 16% more likely to have low weight babies and are twice as likely to have an abortion while in some regions being 50% more likely to have HIV;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that AVERTing HIV and AIDS (AVERT) data has found that five countries account for 96% of all people living with HIV in the Caribbean: Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago; and

SEEKING to eradicate the issues which are risk factors for violence listed by the World Health Organization which include low levels of education, witness of family violence, and attitudes that are accepting of violence and gender inequality,
RESOLVES: 

1. To congratulate Member States for their multi-faceted efforts to put an end to violence against women across the hemisphere in line with the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
2. To stress the importance of social standing in relation to rates of violence against women as exemplified in the concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in 2012.
3. To strongly encourage Member States to incorporate basic self-defense training for young girls in public school as a portion of a physical education program each year starting at the age of eight, which will:
a. Be available free of charge to female students.
b. Initially have instructors from the local area who are skilled in self-defense as volunteers.
c. Employ girls who finish the program to teach subsequent programs.
d. Teach both awareness techniques such as warning signs, defense for if they are attacked, and proper procedures for reporting attacks to local authorities.
4. To further push for Member States to have self-defense training available in local churches or community centers for older women.
5. To promote an atmosphere of learning for women by having country sponsored “She Is” or “Ella Es” campaign, in which: 

a. successful women are highlighted from each country as examples to uphold that women can obtain higher positions in society.
b. both social media and pamphlet material will be distributed through government centers in Member States.
6. To fund this program by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Amnesty International, and the Global Fund for Women.
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
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