GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 			
General Committee (GC) 		
Topic 1 of the Agenda 					
Republic of Panamá					
LOWERING THE STATISTICS OF RAPE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,  
	RECOGNIZING that one of the purposes of the Organization of American States (OAS), according to Article 2, is to strengthen the peace and security of the continent; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]          UNDERSTANDING the importance of safety for women throughout the Northern Hemisphere; 
          OBSERVING that the rate of crime against women is rising to an unacceptable level with millions of women experiencing some form of violence based on their gender;
          BELIEVING that it is the duty of the OAS and its member states to protect women from being attacked in their home or outside of it;
         WATCHING with pain as the murder and abuse of women grows rampant throughout the Western Hemisphere, Panamá understands that the high rate of violence against women must be stopped.  In some areas of the Western Hemisphere, women are being murdered at a rate of more than two each day.  The entire OAS can recognize that the loss of even one woman a day to murder is far too much; and
         NOTING WITH CONCERN that women are afraid to report abuse and rape due to fear of retaliation, this body must put an end to such fear.  It is vital that officers put in place to protect the people of our nations can be trusted to do so.  It is unacceptable for women, for anyone, to seek help from those they should trust the most, only to be met with the same violence they came to report.  The law enforcement officers of our nations must be vetted at the highest level to ensure the safety of our nations,
RESOLVES: 

1. To introduce a new program titled Rape Crisis and Domestic Violence Program in the Western Hemisphere (RCDVPWH).
	
2. To establish a base of this program in all major cities (those with a population of 250,000 or more) and charge the mayor of each city with the responsibility of implementing the program. 

3. The protection of rural areas and smaller cities will fall under the jurisdiction of the nearest city with the established program. 

4.  To hire a minimum of two employees per every one hundred citizens for each center.  

5. To make this a program that is mostly run by volunteers and supported by donations from wealthy individuals, with a small stipend from the OAS and the governing bodies of the respective member states.

6. To use 1.8% of the annual OAS budget and non-pertinent NGO’s to maintain funding after the first year. 

7. There will be eight divisions to the program:
a. Division One will be in charge of secretarial duties and staffed by volunteers;
b. Division Two will be in charge of the reception of victims of rape and domestic violence and staffed by volunteers. They will be the advocates of the victims, walking them through the process of getting medical, legal, and counseling assistance;
c. Division Three will be in charge of transportation and staffed by volunteers. They will transport victims to receive medical assistance and to receive legal assistance if necessary;
d. Division Four will be the housing division overseen by employees but staffed by volunteers; 
e. Division Five will consist of lawyers hired directly by the RCDVPWH who will handle the cases that filter through the system.  If necessary, the program can connect with a local law firm that can be in charge of accepting all cases from the RCDVPWH;
f. Division Six will be in charge of providing professional counseling to victims and staffed by counselors hired by the RCDVPWH;
g. Division Seven will be in charge of training incoming volunteers.  Only volunteers with at least five years’ experience and employees with at least three years of experience will be allowed to train volunteers;
h. Division Eight will be a group of elite law enforcement officers (employed by RCDVPWH) that are specifically assigned to combatting rape, abuse, and domestic violence. This team will:
i. Investigate reports of rape and domestic violence;
ii. Compile a list of all sex offenders that are in the Americas and put them into a database that will become the American Intercontinental Sex Offender Registry. 







8. Volunteer training will be provided by trainers in Division Seven.  A minimum of fifty total hours of training will be required before volunteers are allowed to work in any volunteer capacity.  During the fifty training hours, volunteers must be trained in all volunteer positions before being assigned to a division. 
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