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2017 ESMOAS SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Position Paper Instructions

Each country will create a position paper that will outline the country’s position with regard to the major issues that concern the Organization of American States in general and this conference specifically.

The format will be the following:

I. You may include a title page, but it is entirely optional.

II. General Statement: a summary of the major points and positions of the country including the country’s achievements (a bit of a brag sheet for your country’s administration).  This statement should also clearly set out the themes that the country will pursue in the conference.

III. Specifics: Each committee will submit a portion of the position paper concerning the specific topics with which each committee will deal.

Headings:

Page One will start like this:

Official Country Name

Position Paper for the 2017 ESMOAS Summit of the Americas

I.  GENERAL STATEMENT

Body of the General Statement, indented in paragraph form
Page Two will start like this:

Official Country Name

Position Paper, Page Two

II. PARTICULAR STATEMENTS
A. Committee: General Committee (GC)

Body paragraph on topics from General Committee…
B. Committee: Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CJPA)


Body paragraph on topics from CJPA…etc.
Style Notes:

· “member states” will not be capitalized.
· “hemisphere” will not be capitalized.
· The first line in the paragraph should refer to the country’s position.  For example: “The Republic of Peru affirms that the illicit drug trade threatens the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on multiple levels…”  The second sentence would then read, “The Peruvian delegation (or the Delegation of Peru) supports the goals of CJPA by…”
· Spell out the name of the organization or committee first, then use abbreviations.
· DO NOT INCLUDE THE NAME OF YOUR UNIVERSITY
Average position papers run from 6-16 pages.  There is no limit on the length, as long as each committee’s topics are addressed and there is an overall statement of position.

Position papers are due by 11:59 pm on the due date listed on the website.  After they are reviewed, they will be posted online for other delegations to review.  The award winning papers from the previous year can be found online for reference.
Please remember to cite all information you use properly—plagiarized position papers will be pulled from the competition and will render the team ineligible to win position paper awards, and this may prevent the entire team from winning an overall award.
