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STATEMENT OF FACTS
Karlsson, despite his previously exemplary journalistic reputation,  received several warnings from Notusa through the National Communications Conference (the ruling body over Notusan broadcasting). These warnings threatened a revocation of his broadcast license for “Fighting for the Truth” because of misleading information as well as its potential to cause civil unrest.  “Fighting for the Truth’s” production company, with Karlsson on the Board of Directors, is known to be associated with the NRFP, the opposition party to the current government in power. A large proportion of the radio station’s funds make their way back to local NRFP candidates, and Karlsson has made quite a bit of money himself. 
Karlsson made his first broadcast addressing Verboten Funfzig on December 15th, 2021 where he made dramatic claims of a secret government source that proved Notusa was doing dangerous research using alien technology. He continued to make many of these broadcasts, eventually setting January 5th, 2022 as a “demonstration date,” where they would “do whatever was necessary to hold the government accountable for its actions.”  He would have a broadcast leading up to it, saying things like “storm the gates,” the “revolution is just getting started,” “we may even need to break in there by force,” and “gather up, gear up.”    
His followers did indeed gear up. Roughly 9000 of his followers showed up with weapons ranging from knives to semi-automatic guns. Karlsson decided to broadcast from a nearby town instead of coming to Verboten Funfzig as originally planned citing a fear of potential danger. They rioted, breaking through the guards, with three rioters dying to gunfire and two to the crowds trampling them, with one military policeman being shot. In the aftermath, the Government discovered that ten canisters of the bioweapon, a modified version of Bolivian fever, had been compromised, with two missing, which intelligence reports suggest fell into the hands of the NPLF. As to the ten compromised canisters, ten rioters were infected, with nine dying shortly afterwards. In total, fifteen people perished in the aftermath of the riot. Karlsson was arrested on January 12th, 2022, and on February 8th, 2022, Karlsson was charged with Treason and Sedition. The State of Notusa convicted Karlsson on February 20th of “seditious acts.” Karlsson filed two appeals. The courts rejected both due to a lack of new evidence. 
On January 8th, 2023 Karlsson filed an appeal with the IACHR alleging that the State of Notusa violated Articles . The IACHR began processing it on January 15th, with the state responding on the 28th of February. On June 8th the IACHR gave a recommendation including 1).  Reduction in the sentence for Mr. Karlsson to a period of no more than five years, and revocation of his broadcasting license, 2) That the Republic of Notusa cooperate more fully with the United Nations with reference to its clear violation of the Biological Weapons Convention, and that portions of The Verboten Funfzig designated as biochemical weapons laboratories or storage facilities be decommissioned, 3)  This portion of the recommendations came as a result of confirmed reports that the biological agent research had actually begun in 2016, and not in direct response to the terrorist attack of 2020. On October 15th, 2023 the case was submitted to the IACHR for adjudication. 
LEGAL ANALYSIS
I.                    	ADMISSIBILITY
a.          	Statement of Jurisdiction
As a party to the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, the Republic of Notusa has a clear duty to conform to the rulings, mandates, and responsibilities of the Convention and the resulting rulings of the Inter-American Court on Human Rights. Additionally, Notusa is bound by treaty to respect the sovereignty of the Court on matters of human rights violations and conform with the Court's rulings..
 
II.                  	CLAIMS OF VIOLATIONS OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
a.          	Petitioner alleges that the Notusan Government violated Articles 5.3., 5.6, 7.6, 13, 15, and 22 of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
III.                	THREATS AGAINST PUBLIC SECURITY, SAFETY, AND HEALTH.
a.         	National Security
Karlsson presented a threat to national security through his actions. Karlsson was the driving force of this entire event. Firstly, he is the one who “blew the lid on this conspiracy.” He claims to have found a military contact.  He built up anticipation and hype among a cult following he was aware of and then called them to the Verboten Funfzig. He made at least one explicit mention of force being used, and  had incredibly suggestible phrases open to interpretations of violence, such as “gear up” and “it’s time to storm the gates.” Not only that, but he was fearful of potential violence at the event, citing that as the reason for why he did not attend. Due to his inaccurate speculation regarding alien tech, as well as his absence from the rally, the Verboten Funfzig was stormed, releasing dangerous bioweapons into the world, where they highly likely made their way to a dangerous terrorist organization. His actions made Notusa far more vulnerable to the NPLF’s activities, an organization seeking the forceful acquisition of Notusan land, and resulted in the death of military policemen keeping the peace. His actions posed a threat to and damaged the national security of Notusa, for which he has suffered subsequent and resulting liability.
b.          	Public health
Karlsson’s actions have damaged, and will continue to damage, the health of the Notusan population.So far, nine citizens have died as a result of the virus being released through his  conspiratorial behavior. Further, the dangerous bioweapons likely fell into the hands of a hostile terrorist organization. Karlsson’s actions, coupled with the NPLF’s past history of using biological weapons(or agents) against the Notusan state, show that the bioweapons will likely be used against the people of Notusa. This will result in a continuing threat to the public health of the State of Notusa.  , 
c.          	Article 13
Article 13 provides a robust defense of freedom of speech, print, and more within ratifying countries. However, Article  13.2 states “[t]he exercise of the right provided for in the foregoing paragraph… shall be subject to subsequent imposition of liability, which shall be expressly established by law to the extent necessary to ensure:
a. 	Respect for the rights or reputations of others; or
b. 	The protection of national security, public order, or public health or morals.”
Furthermore, in Moya Chacón et al. v. Costa Rica, this Court established a framework for the limited situations where a journalist could be liable for their work. This Court found that Costa Rica violated his rights and they identified 3 requirements under which a journalist could be found liable for their work: “1) liability must have already been formally and substantively established in law; 2) liability must be allowed within the framework of the American Convention; and 3) the liability must be suitable, necessary, and proportionate for a democracy.”
 In regards to point one, the sedition had already been properly established under Notusan law. They had substantive punishments, namely 20 years maximum or even death for treason. In regards to point 2, imprisonment for 20 years does not constitute the IACHR. For 3) Karlsson ultimately had 15 people die indirectly due to his actions in inciting a riot, as well as likely playing a role in getting bioweapons into the hands of the NPLF. 
Therefore, Karlsson can be found liable for this, because the ruling of the Notusan court gives subsequent liability for his damages to national security and public health.
d.          	Article 15
Article 15 of the IACHR states: “[t]he right of peaceful assembly, without arms, is recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and necessary in a democratic society in the interest of national security, public safety, or public order, or to protect public health.” Considering his damages to public health and national defense, this right to assembly does not apply, not even regarding the issue of “without arms.”
e.          	Article 16
Once again, the immediate rights established here can be restricted given they are “in the interest of national security… or to protect public health.” Therefore, the Article is not violated by Notusa’s actions.
f.           	Article 22
All the “foregoing rights” within this article, namely “1. Every person… has the right to move about it… 2) Every person has the right to leave any country freely, including his own.” Can be restricted “to the extent necessary in a democratic society to prevent crime or to protect national security, public safety… public health. “Once again, his injuries against the national security and the public health of Notusa allow the restriction of these rights.
IV.               	ARTICLE 5.3 & 5.7
a.          	Article 5.3 Part 1
Article 5.3 states “Punishments shall not be extended to any other person than the criminal.” This particular argument is fundamentally flawed. Karlsson is not being charged with a crime someone else committed. He is not being charged with capital murder for the death of the military policeman, or anything somebody else is responsible for. He is being charged for conspiring against the state, and therefore this article does not apply, regardless of the exact details of the laws involved, the court has not made him guilty for anything somebody else did.
b.          	Article 5.3 Part 2
However, even if this article is determined relevant, Mr. Karlsson is still nonetheless in fact guilty of Seditious Conspiracy. Title 18 Chapter 115 Article 204- Seditious Conspiracy reads: “If two or more persons in Notusan territory or any place subject to its jurisdiction conspire to overthrow, put down or destroy by force the Government of Notusa or levy war against it, or to oppose by force the authority thereof, or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any national law, or by force to seize, take, or possess any property of Notusa contrary to the authority thereof, they shall each be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than twenty years.” [emphasis mine] Mr. Karlsson is in violation of several of these clauses. He conspired, through encouraging the crowd, filled with his devoted followers, to break into the Verboten Funfzig, and therefore to “seize, take or possess any property” as well as to “oppose by force the authority thereof.” He is guilty of these things.
c.          	Article 5.7
Article 5.7 reads thus: “Punishments consisting of liberty shall have as an essential aim the reform and social readaptation of the prisoners.” This is not something that is particularly relevant to this case. Mr. Karlsson is being brought through the ordinary prison system. At no point has he been mistreated, and therefore, unless the accusation is aimed at the general prison system of Notusa, has no bearing.
 
V.                 	ARTICLE 7.6
Article 7.6 reads: “Anyone who is deprived of his liberty shall be entitled to recourse to a competent court, in order that the court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his arrest of detention and order his release if the arrest or detention is unlawful…The interested party or another person in his behalf is entitles to seek these remedies.” This was and is being fulfilled by Notusa. Notusa, following Karlsson’s crime, arrested and then properly put him through trial, with him being convicted and given the maximum, He then sought recourse through a higher court, which he was allowed to do, but was rejected due to lack of new evidence. Now he is seeking recourse to another relevant court, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and being allowed to do so. This obligation has been perfectly fulfilled.
 
REQUEST FOR RELIEF
Mr. Karlsson has participated in the destabilization of Notusan national security and the endangerment of the public health of the nation. His actions in encouraging the gathering of 9000 “geared up” individuals have resulted in the high likelihood that dangerous weapons have fallen into the hands of the dangerous NPLF. As a result, it was incumbent upon Notusa to punish Karlsson under the full extent of the law, to a maximum of 20 years, in order to deter future threats to national security and public health. Therefore, the IACHR should reject Geraldo Karlsson’s claims of violations of Article 5.3, 5.6, 7.6, 13, 15, 16 and 22, and affirm the Supreme Court of Notusa’s ruling as valid.
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