[bookmark: _GoBack]GA/RES. (54) (XX-O/16) 			
Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval					
ENDING DISCRIMINATION WITH ACCESS TO VOTING RIGHTS
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to strengthen and promote democracy among states and so, equal opportunities must be given to indigenous communities to help make laws, vote for leaders and be protected by the laws and rights that are in place. As indicated in its mission and purposes, the OAS is “Convinced that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region”; 
RECOGNIZING that indigenous peoples are equal to all other peoples, while recognizing the rights of all peoples to be different, to consider themselves different, to be respected as such, and have the right to participate in an inclusive voting system;
REAFFIRMING that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free from discrimination of any kind;
CONSIDERING FUTHER the language as a barrier for indigenous populations in casting their vote, as well as a barrier to know the requirements, processes, and dates of elections;
EMPHASIZING the urgent need to include the indigenous languages in the voting system and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous peoples to protect their democratic right to vote;
CONCERNED that the violence the indigenous populations face is due to the lack of government representation, the absence of laws, and the officials that protect them and their rights; 
 	RECALLING the United Nations declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples reaffirming that “indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free from discrimination of any kin”; and
	FURTHER RECALLING in the resolution AG/RES, lQU (X;lX-Q/89) recommends that, in its annual report, “the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has stressed the return to representative democracy, in a number of states, and the measures adopted in other countries, to establish or restore the system of representative democracy; which, constitute significant contributions toward observance of the rights contained in the American Declaration of the Rights, and Duties of Man and in the American Convention on Human Rights,”
RESOLVES: 
1. To cooperate with non-profit organizations such as, Rights and Resources Initiative, and Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy Program, to provide indigenous communities with the following: communications about their constitutional rights, an explanation of the voting system, how to register to vote, how to cast a vote, informing the communities of election dates and candidates running for office, and to inform them of the various voting locations.

2. To increase the number and access to voting machines near indigenous communities.

3. To install an auditory function in all voting machines, that indigenous peoples can voice their vote in their respective languages. 
a. This specific auditory function would be sponsored by Popular Indigenous Council of Oaxaca
b. Voting machines would be placed in private and sound proof rooms

4. To request governmental protection of the democratic rights of indigenous communities, and persecute those who violate these rights.

5. To invite each OAS member state to adopt this resolution.
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