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EXPANDING THE MEDUCA PROGRAM

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

             BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Ministerio de Educacion Para Toda La Vida (MEDUCA) under the Panamanian Government is to provide a proper and adequate education for all abiding Panamanian citizens, so as to ensure that they receive a minimum degree of literacy and knowledge, to make for a more stable and sustainable society, MEDUCA is a program that ran through the approval process from the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) to ensure that education reforms throughout the country of Panama. Seeing that the outcome from the pilot program in Panama proved to be effective and yielded positive results the IADB began proposing the idea to other Central and South American nations;

CONSIDERING FURTHER that citizens are not experienced for proper employment due to the lack of educational resources, which results from the absence of proper educational facilities, educational materials, and certified individuals to teach said courses, and that proper educational facilities are not limited to just public education, but also trade schools that benefit many who cannot obtain a standard education;

RECOGNIZING the need for more modern equipment such as computers, updated textbooks, and science labs, as well as advanced training for teachers, in order for students to receive a proper education from qualified personnel; A new academic curriculum will help to contribute to improving the achievement of student’s success; Equipping model schools, in areas with high dropout rates, with this new curriculum and with new physical facilities that will allow students to be offered the entire basic education cycle, from preschool to high school, will greatly improve the number of students studying as well as the number of student attending public schools and trade school;

          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts and achievements made by the Secretariat for Integral Development (ESID) in the efforts towards trying to reduce the number of young people not studying or working and achieving one of the fundamental pillars of the OAS; Humanitarian Rights being one of the four pillars paired with this resolution achieves the fundamental principles in which the OAS is built upon; and

          REAFFIRMING previous resolutions and actions taken towards bettering the educational system and fulfilling the goal of providing a successful and evolving standard of education to everyone in the Western Hemisphere; The actions resulting from passage of this resolution are beneficial not only for the country of Panamá, but for every nation in the Western Hemisphere; With an increase in the number of individuals attending not only schools for an advanced education but also trade school to learn a certain skill set; This inevitably leads to an increase in the number of people in the work-force leading to an increase in the economic health for participating member states. 

RESOLVES:  

1. To expand the MEDUCA school models in areas with high dropout rates as an example institution with educational services from preschool to high school, and trade school that develops administrative and pedagogical management to ensure the efficacy of the program. 

2. To suggest that upon success of the model schools, that each of the member states implement the same structure used by the model schools in their current school systems.

3. To ensure that the existing model school has superior management that leads to the development of strategic planning and proposals to restructure the program to better fit the learning environment for individuals attending these schools. 

4. To ensure that a proper layout is implemented and that the layout be suggested for each member states’ citizens to complete six years of primary schooling, three years secondary schooling, and furthering the citizens’ education into four years of high school or trade school. The school layout should also follow the layout of requiring students to attend schools for a minimum of eight hours to ensure student are adequately attending their classes.

5. To mandate that the new curriculum plan adopts a competencies-based curriculum program, including bilingual courses such as English as a secondary language. 

6. To ensure teachers and student both receive assistance in classrooms, also by providing support for any needs in classrooms. Mandating that teachers receive ongoing training throughout the year to better help their student and themselves in the classroom environment, as well as in professional development to better help those who are in needs of assistance.

7. To ensure that the new model school develops a formative assessment process to further provide individualized monitoring of student progress, as well as teacher performance throughout the year.

8. Initial cost coming form OAS budget as .4% of annual budget. After one year program funded by NGO’s and interested parties; any remaining needs will be filled by nation states themselves.
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