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Position Paper for the 2018 ESMOAS Summit of the Americas 

I. GENERAL STATEMENT 

The Delegation of Paraguay welcomes the members of the Organization of American States (OAS) to this year Summit. The Delegation asks that each member state in the Organization of American States cooperates in order to push each country's best interest forward and to advance the Political and Economic prosperity off all the members nations. The Delegation of Paraguay has been a member of the OAS since 1948. (Office was established May 1, 1957). The Delegation of Paraguay prides itself in its ability to work with the other member nations in improving and resolving situations that rise up in the Western Hemisphere. 

The Republic of Paraguay stresses the importance of Migration issues, and Economic issues such as Free and Fair Trade in the western hemisphere, those are among the most important issues to Paraguay. 

However economically speaking, Paraguay is unable to fund and support refugees fleeing from other countries due to Paraguay’s lack of economic resources. The Republic of Paraguay wishes to improve the situation of refugees in the Western Hemisphere and will do what It can to help politically speaking. As the “Corazon de Sudamerica” or “heart of South America” The delegation of Paraguay is committed to helping all.

The Republic of Paraguay poor economic status is another reason The Republic of Paraguay moves to push forward with creating mechanism for free and fair trade in the western hemisphere as well as expanding trade horizons. Paraguay not only wants to improve trade but expand beyond the Western Hemisphere as Paraguay is an observer state in the Pacific Alliance. 

The Republic of Paraguay takes part in many Issue in the Organizations of American States. The Republic of Paraguay is a part of Sustainable forest management, regarding large transboundary ecosystems of the American Chaco as well as the Sustainable management of the Water resources of the silver basin in regard to the effects of climate change (OAS). 

The Republic of Paraguay looks forward to continuing the work Paraguay has done with the help of the OAS to improve issues that arise in the Hemisphere.
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II. PARTICULAR STATEMENTS 

A. Committee: General Committee (GC)

Topic A: Addressing the Rights of Migrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers

The Delegation of Paraguay applauds the initiative and successes of other fellow member states in the area of migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers.  The Delegation believes that great change has been spurred through the Summit of the Americas. In particular, the Delegation of Paraguay has upheld mandate 12 of the Summit of the Americas Mandates on Immigration, which states “To develop comprehensive public policies, as appropriate, to strengthen social inclusion of migrants in a bid to overcome marginalization, victimization, and poverty and, regardless of their immigration status, protect their human rights”. 

Since 1954, Paraguay has been a member and founding father of International Organization for Migration (IOM), a leading inter-governmental organization in the field of migration. Paraguay has focused on multiple themes throughout the years including counter-trafficking, immigration and border management, and migration and health. Over there years, the Delegation of Paraguay has been seen as one of the more lenient member states in the OAS when it comes to migration policy, but time and time again we have taken steps to ensure that the rights of migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers are kept. 

The Delegation of Paraguay has formed the National Commission for Refugees to help with the resettlement of refugees. Paraguay has set a quota for refugees at 15 per year because of the economic implications to the country. The delegation of Paraguay abides by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee’s memorandum to establish eligibility criteria. One of the main principles the delegation stands by is family unity. While no set law is established, Paraguay focuses its efforts to keep families united. 

The Delegation of Paraguay is ecstatic to continue the work of previous administrations and push further on addressing migration around the western hemisphere. The Delegation has achieved many things through the help of others and is willing to continue helping other countries combat issues they may have with migration. 
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Topic B: Hemispheric Standards on Protection of Journalist and Freedom of the Press

The Delegation of Paraguay applauds the recent efforts by the OAS to protect journalist and the freedom of press. These measures that condemn murders of journalist and take preemptive measures to assure safety is a great step in the right direction. The Delegation of Paraguay believes that more is still needed to truly insure the freedom of press across the region. The cooperation between member states and the IACHR will be one of the main points that must be highlighted in future resolutions. 

The Delegation of Paraguay feels the need to increase the awareness of the issues revolving around freedom of press and urges all member states in a ay that uphold the OAS charter, specifically Article 2 sub section b which states “To promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention”. The Delegation of Paraguay believes in the freedom of press and has taken steps to assure the protection of journalist. The freedom of press is a key part of a representative democracy and the OAS has a moral duty to uphold hemispheric standards.  

The Delegation of Paraguay has taken many steps to achieve protection for journalist. A great example is the tri-border area which remains a spot of insecurity and trafficking. The delegation of Paraguay has passed law after law ensuring transparency between the citizens and the government. 

Overall, the Delegation of Paraguay is excited for the future of freedom of press across the Americas and wishes to promote the protection of journalist within its borders. The OAS can come together and reaffirm the principles and values stated in its charter and bring a new age of peace for the years to come. 

B. Committee: Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

Topic A: Hemispheric Cooperation on Climate Change Initiatives

The Republic of Paraguay appreciates The OAS’s stance on Climate Change Initiatives, and the Delegation believes that with further support from surrounding nations, as well as support from the Organization that the Initiatives will greatly affect not only the Organization, but the world. The Delegation of Paraguay strongly supports the idea of Clean Energy and has taken action in providing new forms of clean energy. With help from surrounding nations, the Republic of Paraguay has been capable of constructing a hydro plant that supplies energy to the surrounding area.  

With enough support, this Organization can be run on clean energy, that could not only benefit those nations involved, but the future of the world. The Republic of Paraguay is not the most economically powerful nation in the organization, but as a 
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nation the Republic has been capable of allying with surrounding nations for a cause greater than themselves. If a country such as Paraguay is capable of achieving such
feats, then with enough cooperation, it is possible to make clean energy possible throughout the Organization. Shifting to clean energy will have a major impact on the Organization, using clean renewable energy sources will decrease greenhouse gases as well limit the amount of energy and resources required to acquire nonrenewable forms of energy. If the Organization can work as a unit to achieve such a goal, the benefits of switching to clean energy could better their respective nations, and the future of their nations. If more Nations join in working to achieve pure clean and renewable energy, then as an Organization, there would be the capability of making further alliances, and in the process saving the future for younger generations.  
The Republic of Paraguay sees the need for renewable energy, mainly due to the lack of other forms of energy. Joining with neighboring countries to focus on a common goal has allowed for Paraguay to become better as a nation, and to improve on the lives of its people. The government has made extensive feats to achieve such a goal, allying with neighboring countries has made what seemed impossible for a nation such as the Republic of Paraguay into something possible, and capable of improving the nation, and allowing its citizens to have access to clean energy.  

The Delegation of Paraguay wishes to promote renewable clean energy to better the Organization as well as the world, Paraguay and the OAS have made steps to accomplish such a goal, but nothing will be as effective as working together to overcome global warming. If global warming affects the Americas, if not treated properly, then The Republic of Paraguay will no longer be landlocked.
Topic B: Creating Mechanisms to Encourage Free and Fair Trade
The Republic of Paraguay believes the OAS has been a productive partner for the work they have done in promoting Free and Fair Trading throughout the member states. The of Republic of Paraguay would like to stress the importance of free and open trade in the world economy as it is also necessary for the prosperity of Paraguay’s Economy. The OAS has stated that in many countries today there still is a high economic gap between the rich and poor. Economic inequality remains a big Issue. The Delegation of Paraguay would also like to applaud the OAS for its Trade implements and investment agreements that have created new trade opportunities.   
The Delegation of Paraguay is a founding member of MERCOSUR. Mercosur is an economic and political bloc. It members include; Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay. The Delegation of Paraguay works with the other member states of Mercosur to help insure economic trading with the region continues to prosper and remain an open market. The Delegation of Paraguay also is an observer member of the Pacific 
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Alliance. The Pacific Alliance is bloc of free trade-oriented countries. However, since Paraguay is only and observer state, Paraguay is limited in what it can do.   
The Delegation of Paraguay would like to stress the importance of Free, Fair and open trade. Paraguay is a landlocked country, leaving Paraguay with a persistent economic disadvantage.  Paraguay's membership to Mercosur is an economic necessity Paraguay must maintain in order to survive. Paraguay has had some setbacks regarding the impeachment of Lugo which consequently got the Republic of Paraguay suspended from Mercosur. Paraguay has since been suspended.   
The Republic of Paraguay plans to ally with other Mercosur countries to advance the mechanism in free trade. The Republic of Paraguay relies heavily on its relations with Brazil regarding trading and Politics. The Republic of Paraguay is closer to Brazil in regards to good relations than that of Argentina. Although Paraguay and Argentina agree on some things it is not always the case, however Argentina remains one of Paraguay’s largest allies. Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay all co-own a hydroelectric dam which helps to not only boost Paraguay's economy but also maintain good relations with Paraguay neighboring allies.   
The United States remains Paraguay’s biggest ally, The United States as provided Paraguay with financial assistance and protection. As well as promoted democracy and free and fair trade within Paraguay’s Sovereign borders. The United States has an increasingly large influence on the Republic of Paraguay and Paraguay often allies with the United States in many Issues. However, The Republic of Paraguay also takes into account the allies Paraguay has in Brazil and Argentina.   
Furthermore, the Delegation of Paraguay also would like to recognize its ally and trade partner Taiwan. The Delegation of Paraguay stands by Taiwan and does in fact recognized Taiwan as The Republic of China, and the delegation of Paraguay would like to state that Paraguay does not recognize The People’s Republic of China.  The Republic of Paraguay also 

recognizes the Political and Economic freedom of Taiwan over the Communism of the People’s Republic. Paraguay and Taiwan remain in good terms regarding Economic and Political relations and holds strong economic ties with Taiwan, in which is extremely important in Paraguay’s economy.  
C. Committee: Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)

Topic A: Combating Human Trafficking in the Hemisphere

Human trafficking is a major issue among the nations of the Organization of American States (OAS). The reason it has become an important issue primarily in Paraguay is due to the tri-border area to the south of the nation. Human trafficking is often included under Human Rights portions of OAS resolutions, with many of the 
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countries involved all agreeing on the resolutions to protect those at risk of Human Trafficking. The OAS has produced a few resolutions regarding Human Trafficking but one of the most notable meetings and resolution passed was that that came with the United Nation’s (UN) passing of a Convention against Transitional Organized crime. After this passed in the UN, the OAS met on June 5th, 2007 in order to ensure all member states were on the same page to follow the agreed guidelines. Even so, the OAS did not stop with this meeting but went further by establishing training programs through its Department of Public Security regarding human trafficking, with a key example being that of “Training in Trafficking” for law enforcement officials and prosecutors in Guatemala and El Salvador. These all show that the issue of human trafficking is of high importance within the OAS.
Regarding human trafficking in Paraguay, there are a number of things the country has done. First, Paraguay finds the issue of human trafficking of the utmost importance due to the number of it women and young children that find themselves victims of it. Due to Paraguay’s location in South America Paraguay is a major hotspot for transporting and exporting victims of human trafficking. As a result, Paraguay’s government has taken steps to prevent these crimes implementing an Anti- Trafficking Unit (ATU) that is specifically designed for instances of human trafficking. Another step against human trafficking was Paraguay’s passing The Comprehensive Anti-Trafficking Law of 4788 that allows prosecution of those who took part in human trafficking for up to eight years. In Paraguay, while the problem of human trafficking has not been eliminated completely, it should be noted that there have been efforts made to meet global standards in initiatives against human trafficking. Along with this, Paraguay has made efforts on a global front to combat trafficking as best they can give their economy, with Paraguay’s ATU joining forces with Germany, Argentina, and Chile on this front. This shows that, although there is lack of funding within the Delegation of Paraguay for many initiatives, there is a push to work with other nations to better the world around them.

What Paraguay hopes to gain in the region is that there can be a unification against human trafficking within all of the Americas in the spirit of diplomacy. In this, Paraguay hopes to improve its relationships with its allies and to mend fences with its enemies to promote diplomacy and possibly through these improved relations introduce free trade amongst its 
neighbors. If the members of the OAS are able to combat human trafficking together, they are capable of working together to promote free trade amongst one another. With these things in mind, Paraguay hopes that a task force consisting of all states of the tri-border area and other neighboring countries can be developed in order to work towards a common goal against human trafficking.
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Topic B: Improvement of Food Security & Sustainable Forestry and Fisheries  

Food security, as well as the use of sustainable forestry and fisheries are some of the biggest climate and environmental concerns many member nations of the Organization of American States are facing. With 49 percent of Latin America being covered in forests, representing 22 percent of the world's total forest cover, the risk of losing such large ecosystems is a top priority of all countries in the region. “Food Security with Sovereignty in the America” was the theme of the 2012 OAS General Assembly, highlighting the issue of the Americas having a surplus in food production, but not being able to feed all their citizens.

The issue of food security and sustainable forestry is an important one. Paraguay is currently has the 6th highest deforestation rate in the world. With an economy based off agriculture, and portions of the population relying on subsistence farming, Paraguay simply does not have the resources to offer sufficient help with sustainable forestry without assistance in food security for its citizens. However, even with these issues, Paraguay has worked to slow the rate of deforestation through domestic policy. In 2013 Paraguay extended its “Zero Deforestation Law”, which prohibited the deforestation of the Atlantic Rainforest, to last until 2018. This law helped move Paraguay from the country with the second fastest deforestation rate to the sixth fastest deforestation rate, seeing a decrease of up to 90 percent in the Atlantic Rainforest region. Paraguay is part of the sub-regional Action Program for Sustainable Development of the Gran Chaco. This project focuses on mainstreaming Sustainable Forest Management and Sustainable Land Management methods into policy of countries along the Gran Chaco, while also developing better planning and management of such resources in a sustainable way, as to protect biodiversity in the region. By working to better manage the natural resources, members of this program hope to reduce desertification and land degradation, which are large causes of poverty in areas that have primarily agriculture-based economies, such as Paraguay.

Paraguay would like to work in conjunction with Bolivia, Argentina, and Brazil to combat issues of deforestation and food security issues through free and open markets and increased trade, with a focus on food imports from Brazil and Argentina. Through an equitable, fair system of regional trade of agricultural products, all member states, issues of food security throughout the region can be cut drastically, leading to improved food security in the region, as well as an improvement in climate change issues stemming from food production. Furthermore, through a push to adopt modernized farming practices, utilizing technology and advancements in the agricultural industry, food production can become less costly, more efficient, and better in line with climate change initiatives. Through regional humanitarian cooperation, as well as the assistance of member states, growing nations can quickly improve agricultural practice, 
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successfully moving the region forward in regard to the issues of food security and climate change.
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