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YO SOY PODEROSA & THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN UNDER THE LAW
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
	RECALLING Article 3 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which proclaims the “fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex”;
	CALLING TO ATTENTION the undeniable progress made by Member States within the OAS to empower women by electing them to government positions – paying special attention to Nicaragua, Chile, Bolivia, Mexico, Cuba, Argentina and Ecuador, as noted by Sarah Sewell, Under Secretary for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights;
	APPLAUDING the impact made by and the effectiveness of pointed programs, such as the Clinton Foundation’s “Women & Girls Initiative”, and Nicaragua’s “Blanca Arauz Movement for the Dignity of Women’s Rights” aimed towards the empowerment of women;
	REAFFIRMING the intentions of the resolution AG/RES. 2831 (XLIV-O/14), which recommends that states “Harmonize their laws with those set down in international treaties and conventions to which they are party…” as well as the cooperation, as noted in the aforementioned resolution between the OAS and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM);
	NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts of the First Lady of Nicaragua Rosario Murillo towards empowering women throughout the country and aiding in making Nicaragua home to the strongest feminist movement in Latin America, as well as, one of the most successful efforts to lower homicide rates with special attention paid towards lowering rates of femicide, as called upon to do by UN Women in 2013;
	RECOGNIZING that the killing of women for the sake of their being women, also known as femicide, is a problem on the rise – especially throughout the patriarchal societies of Latin America – and it is a problem which needs to be urgently addressed on a hemispheric level so as to protect the mothers, wives, daughters, and sisters of the region;
	FURTHER RECOGNIZING that women’s rights is an issue of human rights;
	NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the progress made in the Republic of Nicaragua since the implementation of Ley 779, as it was originally written, which calls for cooperation between the State and the community in combatting violence against women in both the private sphere of the home and the public sphere of the community or workplace, as well as, empowering women to be advocates for themselves and against violence against all women;
	CONDEMNING the notion that women throughout the Americas are subjects of or subject to men and their patriarchal notions regarding the place of women in society, and further the results of that type of prevalent mindset which leads to the number one abusers of women throughout the hemisphere being men who they are familiar with such as husbands, partners, ex-husbands, boyfriends, or fathers – in fact, women are thirteen times more likely than men to be killed by someone they know;
	RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR a change of culture, as prescribed by the United Nations (UN), which will lead to an empowered female population which will reduce the rates of violence against women; and
	URGING all Member States to recognize the importance of the topic of reducing the rates of violence against the mothers, daughters, sisters, and wives of the Hemisphere,

RESOLVES: 

1. To commend Member States on their continued efforts aimed towards reducing the rates of violence against women, and being successful in doing so, while empowering women to become leaders in a number of important fields, namely government and industry.

2. To urge cooperation among Member States in a pointed effort aimed towards empowering women so as to reduce the rate of victimization present within the women’s population in the Hemisphere.

3. To achieve the aforementioned empowerment through an effort throughout Central and South America to be known as “Yo Soy Poderosa” or “I Am Powerful, whereby:
a. The summit be open to attendance by both men and women throughout the Hemisphere, while paying special attention to the attendance of women of all ages from Central and South America.
b. The goal of this summit is to engage women in a process of information aimed towards inspiring them to be empowered in society.
c. The aforementioned goal be reached by informing women of the high regard that they ought to be held, the rights they possess as a human. 
d. The inaugural summit of Yo Soy Poderosa be held in Managua, Nicaragua in the Spring of 2017, and be attended by the appropriate sector of a Member State’s government which corresponds with the aims of the summit in cooperation with the OAS, CIM, and any other interested parties such as Non Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), local leaders, and interested government agencies.
e. Further summit dates and locations be decided on annually at the closing of each Yo Soy Poderosa summit.

4. To strongly encourage the adoption of and the cooperation of Member States in adopting, throughout the OAS, a standardized, overarching set of base guidelines for protecting women’s rights in the Americas, for all Member States to follow and build upon, and that:
a. These guidelines be encompassing and overarching.
b. The adoption of these guidelines be overseen and encouraged by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).
c. The guidelines be based on the core, original principles of the law, Ley 779 in Nicaragua, so as to ideally include:
i. A broad scope of jurisdiction in both the public and private spheres of community life.
ii. Access to information and resources which guarantee women the knowledge necessary to become advocates for themselves and against violence committed towards them.
iii. The opening and implementation of an open-access and free of cost telephone hotline to report violence in the home or workplace.
iv. A principle of “real equality” in the eyes of the law throughout each Member State which would encompass any and all measures towards achieving a paramount level of non-discrimination in the judicial system.
v. A due-diligence and timeliness clause to implore the State to action in a thorough and thoughtful manner. 
vi. Guidelines set forward to clearly define all forms of violence against women including, but not limited to physical, psychological, sexual, misogynic, medical, patrimonial or economic violence. 

5. To call on the governments of Member States throughout the Hemisphere to state, outright, that the rights of women in society are equally important to the rights of men, if such a declaration has never been made in some form, fashion, or capacity.









6. To call on interested Member States, observer states, and pertinent NGO’s such as, but not limited to, Madre, Amnesty International, Equality Now, Women Without Borders, and Womankind Worldwide to contribute their support and any funding necessary to empower women throughout the hemisphere so as live better lives unhindered by violence. 
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