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 Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval					
EXTENDING AMNESTY, PROTECTION, AND AID TO MINORS 	           PREVIOUSLY INVOLVED IN MILITANT GROUPS
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
BEARING IN MIND that primary principles of the Organization of American States (OAS) include that social justice and social security are bases of lasting peace, as indicated in Article 2 of the Charter of the OAS; 
OBSERVING that goals of the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security include assistance to victims and the rehabilitation of criminal offenders;
CONSIDERING the rejection by popular referendum of the proposed peace agreement between the government of The Republic of Colombia and the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia-Ejército del Pueblo (FARC-EP);
CONSIDERING FURTHER the 2010 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) estimate that between 10,000 and 13,000 Colombian children participate in and are victimized by illegal armed groups;
REGOGNIZING the current vulnerability of minors involved in the FARC-EP and numerous other illegal armed groups and organizations within Colombia, which have been largely responsible for an egregious degree of violence and a narcotics trade that has affected states throughout the hemisphere;
RECALLING the initial understanding described in Joint Communiqué 97 of the September 6, 2016 Havana agreement to transfer minors from the FARC-EP to International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and UNICEF personnel for assessment and care; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the international support for peace and aid to the Republic of Colombia from member states and observer states, and specifically through the United States’ proposed Peace Colombia bilateral cooperation package for FY 2017 in the event of a peace treaty that would total over $450 million in aid,
RESOLVES: 

1. To grant immediate amnesty to youth aged fourteen and younger removed from the custody of illegal groups. 

2. To remove children from the involvement of criminal organization, specifically the FARC-EP and transfer the maintenance of their wellbeing to the ICRC and UNICEF  pursuant to the September 2016 HAVANA agreements detailed in joint communique 97.

3. To request that the government of the United States of America not withdraw its Peace Colombia support in the absence of a ratified peace agreement, but to encourage support under the aegis of the OAS, the ICRC, and UNICEF in removing youth, specifically from the FARC-EP, and guiding youth back into society under the protection of the state.

4. To request voluntary funding from other member states and observer states to the OAS, ICRC, and UNICEF specifically for the purpose of aiding youth granted amnesty and removed from illegal militant groups. 
a. That this funding be used for the purposes of aiding youth by means described in the accords.
b. That the OAS, the ICRC, and UNICEF administer and appropriately allocate this funding in accordance with the aforementioned goals of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security as well as the ultimate goal of peace-building by reintegrating youth into society. 
c. That this funding and operation be supported and supervised as initially agreed in the Havana peace agreement and listed in Joint Communiqué 97—prior to the negative referendum vote—by the following offices and organizations: The Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations for Children and Armed Conflict; the Carter Center; the Geneva Call; the Coalition Against the Association of Boys, Girls and Youngsters to the Armed Conflict in Colombia, (Coalición contra la Vinculación de Niños, Niñas y Jóvenes al Conflicto Armado en Colombia); the National Association of Peasant Reserve Zones (Asociación Nacional de Zonas de Reserva Campesina); and Communities Building Peace in the Territories (Comunidades Construyendo Paz en los Territorios).
d. That the ICRC and UNICEF report on progress, fund allocation, and mission accomplishments on a monthly basis as determined to be mutually agreeable to the offices and organizations listed above as well as to the office of the Secretary for Multidimensional Security of the OAS and the Ombudsman's Office of Colombia (Defensoría del Pueblo).

Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)

Cosignatories:        1. _________________          _Canada__________________
                               2. _________________          _Ecuador__________________
                               3. _________________          _Mexico__________________
                               4. _________________          _Bolivia__________________
                               5. _________________          _Jamaica__________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate



