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Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)		
Topic B of the Agenda 				
Dominican Republic 					
TRADE RECOVERY ASSISTANCE AFTER NATURAL DISASTERS (TRAAND)
           THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND the 1948 Charter establishes that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to create better conditions for access to world markets for the developing countries of the hemisphere so that they may be active in global trade, as indicated in Article 39 (a);  
           AFFIRMING the Miami Plan of Action (1994) in which Heads of State and Government stated that “Free trade and increased economic integration are key factors for sustainable development”;  
           EMPHASIZING the Miami Declaration on Disaster Reduction and Sustainable Development (1996) in which Heads of State and Government agreed that "disaster reduction and sustainable development are mutually supportive goals"; 
           RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1682 (XXIX-O/99) which sought to use the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) to strengthen disaster management methods implemented by the OAS while also working to coordinate efforts with national, regional, and international entities; 
           ACKNOWLEDGING the Declaration of Mar del Plata (2005) of the Fourth Summit of the Americas in which Heads of State and Government noted the increasing number of natural disasters and the need for further calls for action in post-disaster recovery;  
           TAKING NOTE of the Sixth Summit of the Americas in Cartagena (2012) in which Heads of State and Government emphasized the necessity of allocating resources to lower the economic impact of natural disasters; 
           ALARMED by the findings of a 2015 World Bank study that concluded the Dominican Republic had experienced, between the years of 1961 and 2014, an average drain of $420 million USD annually due to natural disasters; 
           NOTING that the United Nations Addis Abba Action Agenda (2015) looks to international trade as a supporting factor of economic growth; 
           FURTHER NOTING that, according to a study by the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency, forty to sixty percent of small businesses fail to reopen after a natural disaster; and
           CALLING TO ATTENTION the necessity of establishing criteria to ensure free and fair markets that will serve small, medium, and large businesses especially in developing countries,

RESOLVES: 

1. To applaud member states for their continued efforts to rebuild trade after natural disasters therefore promoting the health of free and fair trade throughout the entire hemisphere. 

2. To create a voluntary program entitled Trade Recovery Assistance after Natural Disasters (TRAAND), under the IACNDR, with the goal of educating businesses within the hemisphere affected by natural disasters on ways to recover and return to their previous level of international trade.  
a. That this program will function as an educational workshop open to both small and large business owners, as well as the public. 
b. That member state who wish to participate in this program shall submit a request to the IACNDR for a seminar within the affected area after a natural disaster has occurred. 

3. To have the seminar in coordination with the Department of Sustainable Development’s Inter-American Network for Natural Disaster Mitigation (INDM) that takes place within the affected area of the country as soon as possible after the disaster so that maximum trade recovery may occur. 

4. To include within the seminar’s presented material: 
a. Where to find aid and loans for rebuilding businesses.
b. Information on road and port closures as well as other infrastructure damage that would inhibit the transfer of goods for trade and how to bypass them. 
c. How to find secondary suppliers if primary ones are found to be unreachable or indefinitely closed.
d. How to find and train new employees quickly if needed.
e. Information on how to restore communication networks necessary for business such as WI-FI and telephone access or on how to survive without them if it is predicted that they will not be restored in a timely manner.

4. To invite experts from the affected states and interested non-governmental organizations (NGOs), especially the World Trade Organization (WTO) to speak at seminars and contribute either updates on infrastructure conditions or their findings on the best practices for rebuilding businesses and eventually international trade. 

6. To record and upload these talks to the INDM so that they may be viewed by those who want to re-watch them or by businesses owners who want to learn about problems they could encounter due to natural disasters. 

7. To request support through voluntary donations from member states, observer states, the WTO, and appropriate NGOs such as the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development, and Trust for the Americas and Aid for Trade. 

8. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth regular session to report on the results of the program, specifically as to whether attendees of the seminar had success in implementing things learned at the seminar and returned to international trade earlier than expected. 


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)
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