GA/RES. (___) (XXII-O/18)
Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)
Topic 1 of the Agenda
Republic of Nicaragua

PROMOTING ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CORRESPODING BUSINESS INITIATIVES THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND the commitment set out in Article 30 of the OAS Charter, which states that Member States “pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice” including “conditions essential to peace and security”;

TAKING NOTE OF current OAS efforts like the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD), which works to integrate environmental priorities with poverty alleviation, and whose objectives include to “facilitate exchanges of information on sustainable development in the region and lay the foundation for participation by civil society in decision making on environmental management”;

GUIDED BY international organizations like The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEP) that work in low- and mid-income countries in accordance with the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, to develop financing mechanisms and programs designed to “demonstrate how countries can, effectively and efficiently, advance market readiness for clean energy, energy efficiency and energy access, for the benefit of the most vulnerable populations”;

RECOGNINZING the time sensitive nature of growing climate change given that “fossil-fuel emissions from the region have grown almost ten-fold since 1950 reaching 451 million metric tons of carbon in 2008”, as reported by the Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Center under the U.S. Department of Energy in 2011;

FULLY AWARE OF Article 34(m), which lists “promotion of private initiative and investment in harmony with action in the public sector” as a basic objective of integral development and in achieving “equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development”;

EMPHASIZING Article 39(b(iv.)) which recognizes the “close interdependence between foreign trade and economic and social development” and encourages economic and social development by means of  “conditions conducive to increasing the real export earnings of the Member States, particularly the developing countries of the region, and to increasing their participation in international trade”; and 

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION for Member States that have made past and present efforts to implement the use of alternative energies and/or limit their national carbon footprint,

RESOLVES

1. To create the Hemispheric Conference to Encourage Energy Efficiency  (HCEEE), which will:
a. Be held by the OAS through the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD). 
b. Take the form of an annual conference to discuss the most current and effective ways to limit fossil fuel emissions as well as educate about and encourage the use of alternative energies, such as wind, solar, geothermal, and hydropower, with an emphasis on educating participants on business, investment, and management skills. 
c. Encourage businesses, corporations, or industry members to participate, speak, and collaborate with community leaders and national representatives to create fathomable and realistic plans of action to combat climate change. 
d. Have a board of directors made up of experts in any pertaining fields, delegates from Member States that have had great success with limiting fossil fuels or implementing alternative energies, and voluntary members of other international organizations with aligning goals. 
e. Encourage leaders/members of local/state/nationwide organizations with aligning goals to attend and speak at the conference in effort to combine first hand individual experiences with those who are in power or who are studying the collective issues at hand to better inform everyone involved. 
f. Membership and participation are voluntary but highly encouraged for all Member States.

2. To create the Committee to Encourage Energy Efficiency (CEEE) that will:
a. Effectively act as the administration for the HCEEE.
b. Be made up of voluntary but qualified leaders and individuals who are knowledgeable, organized, and motivated.  
c. Meet twice a year, first before and then after the conference, to plan, reflect, and possibly reroute for the future.

3. To enlist the help of organizations like the Private Financing Advisory Network (PFAN) who work to provide “mentoring for development of a business plan, investment pitch, and growth strategy, significantly enhancing the prospect of financial closure” and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) whose mission is to “promote and accelerate Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID) in developing countries and economies in transition” to work in congruency with conference participates to build networks and begin paths to create change.   

4. To request funding from the Bureau of Western Hemisphere, as well as voluntary funding from Member States, observer states, and any other interested NGOs.
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