GA/RES. (_____________) (XXII-O/18) 


Executive Secretariat for Integral Development 


Topic A of the Agenda 





Republic of Haiti




EARLY WARNING SYSTEM OF THE AMERICAS (EWSA)
           THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND Article 2 of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which reaffirms the purposes of the OAS “to seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic problems that may arise among them” and “to promote, by cooperative action, their economic, social, and cultural development”; 

          CONSIDERING Initiative 37 of the 1996 Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, in which the Heads of State and Government of the Americas agreed to “foster the exchange of information and experiences to promote the use of environmentally sound technologies, including appropriate standards for building low-cost housing”;

          NOTING Initiative 57 of the 1996 Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, in which the Heads of State and Government of the Americas further agreed to “promote the inclusion of disease outbreak response and disaster planning, preparedness, and mitigation in national development plans”; 

          WELCOMING AG/RES. 1682 (XXIX-O/99) establishing the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) to facilitate the response to and mitigation of disasters in the hemisphere;

          AWARE OF the United Nations (UN) Agenda for Sustainable Development 2030, which includes Sustainable Development Goal 9 “to build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation” and Goal 11 to “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”;  

          ENCOURAGED BY continued OAS action to support disaster response, including the 2016 Conference on OAS Mechanisms for Disaster Relief, Response and Management, attended by OAS Secretary-General Luis Almagro;

          ALARMED BY the loss of life and property inflicted by hurricanes in the past three years, killing over 4000 and damaging over $300 billion in property throughout the hemisphere; and
          NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN the October 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report on the impact of global warming of 1.5°C, which reports that warming over 1.5 degrees would result in widespread catastrophic events, including increased severity of natural disasters,
RESOLVES: 

1. To applaud the progress made throughout the hemisphere toward the mitigation of natural disasters originating from global climate change.
2. To create the Working Group on Early Warning and Alert Systems for the Americas (WGEWASA), overseen directly and the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) with the purpose of improving national early warning systems throughout the Americas.
a. That this WGEWASA will consist of one representative chosen by each willing member state, who are experts in the fields of meteorology, climatology and/or disaster response.

b. That the WGEWASA assess current early warning systems of member states, and support willing member states in bolstering of these systems with improvements such as:
i. Announcements of dangerous conditions over cell phone, radio, and television.
ii. Installation of sirens in areas prone to rapid weather change.

iii. Improved methods of enhanced communication between first responders before and during disasters.

c. That the WGEWASA aid member states with these improvements by:

i. Providing technical expertise for these enhancements.
ii. Connecting member states with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) such as the Inter-American Development Bank and the International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) to help fund them.

3. To direct the WGEWASA to administer the Early Warning System of the Americas (EWSA).
a. That the EWSA monitor the hemisphere for conditions likely to produce disasters augmented by climate change such as river floods, flash floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, tsunamis and wildfires.

b. That the EWSA gather information via existing bodies tasked with monitoring weather conditions, such as the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the World Meteorological Organization.
c. That the EWSA provide member states with notifications regarding potential threats by:
i. Informing national emergency management agencies daily regarding potential threats to member states, to be distributed by national early warning systems.

ii. Contacting embassies and consulates within member states regarding these threats, to protect the lives of visitors from within the hemisphere and from around the world.
iii. Publishing bulletins daily regarding potential threats on the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation web portal.
4. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, observer states, and registered non-governmental organizations such as the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Response, IIRR, and NECHAMA.
5. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
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