GA/RES. (_____________) (XXII-O/18) 


 
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) 

 
Topic A of the Agenda 





Dominican Republic 





AGRICULTURAL REDUCTION IN PLASTIC USE AND WASTE (ARPUW)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

 
RECALLING that one of the major principles of the Organization of American States (OAS) is “equality of opportunity,” which relies on healthy living conditions for personal and government actions, and the protection of these rights from other states, as outlined in Articles 34 and 35 in the 1948 Charter of the OAS;
DEEPLY CONCERNED by the negative impacts on all parts of the hemisphere by climate change caused by pollution and waste such as the rising of global temperatures and sea-levels;
APPROVING the efforts taken by the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD), Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the resolutions passed by the Committee on Hemispheric Security as listed below to reduce the causes of climate change and enable communities to adapt to its effects;
RECOGNIZING “the lack of awareness regarding the environmental impact of waste and deficient systems for proper waste management and disposal” in the Caribbean, as well as the 40.5 percent of homes in the Dominican Republic without a way to access waste management of any type, as stated in the 2008 DSD study entitled “Limits And Potential Of Waste-to-Energy Systems In The Caribbean”;


RECALLING the 2011 resolution AG/RES. 2619 (XLI-O/11) titled Special Security Concerns Of The Small Island States Of The Caribbean, adopted at the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS to combat change in ocean levels and weather patterns in the vulnerable regions within the Caribbean;
FURTHER RECALLING the 2016 Declaration On Climate Change, Food Security, And Migration In The Americas adopted at the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly that revealed the impacts of climate change such as El Niño and La Niña that repeatedly affect the hemisphere;
VIEWING WITH APPRECIATION the Sustainable Development Goals implemented by the United Nations and the Caribbean Environment Program in 2017 which seek to clean garbage from the Caribbean Ocean;
CONCERNED BY the floating 80,000 tons of plastic that are part of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch in the Western Hemisphere; and
REFERRING to USAID’s Farmer-to-Farmer program, which seeks to reduce plastic waste from banana farmers in the Dominican Republic by equipping volunteers to aid in recycling or providing other options for these farmers, which has been in effect since 2013 and continues to lower plastic usage by banana farmers,
RESOLVES: 

1. To commend actions taken by member states to reduce climate change in order to protect the right to a clean environment.
2. To create a pilot program under the DSD to be called Agricultural Reduction in Plastic Use and Waste (ARPUW) in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic for community leaders to educate farmers in recycling practices and sustainable alternatives to plastic in the hemisphere by:
a. Equipping community leaders with information on where to access recycling plants and alternatives to agricultural plastic so that they may relay it to farmers in the hemisphere.
b. Working with community leaders to create maps of recycling plants near farms or organize recycling pick-ups to recycling centers. 
c. Providing information on plastic alternatives including but not limited to: organic alternatives to plastic mulches, biodegradable planting pots, and flexible intermediate bulk containers while explaining where to access these resources for the most efficient costs.

3. That the ARPUW training programs will have the following specifications:
a. To hold the first program in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic on June 11, 2019, World Agriculture Day, and that it be implemented for one year for the purpose of testing and analyzing the results of the program. 
b. To staff this seminar with experts in sustainable agriculture, recycling practices, and climate change. 

c. To encourage all agricultural regions of the Dominican Republic to choose and send a leader to the training program so that each community may have an individual with a firm knowledge on the topic to implement it within their community.

d. To create a report at the conclusion of the program including statistics on reductions in plastic use and increase in recycled plastics.

e. To make this information available on the Educational Portal of the Americas.

f. To encourage member states to adopt this program and implement it to the best fit of each state. 

4. To request support through voluntary donations from member states, observer states, and appropriate NGOs, such as Winrock International, Ocean Conservancy, Algalita, and Bioversity International, in order to fund the information and staffing resources for the annual seminars.
5. To request that the General Secretariat report the results of the program, such as overall change in plastic use and recycling statistics, to the General Assembly at its fiftieth regular session, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the OAS and other resources.
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
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