[bookmark: _GoBack]GA/RES. (_____________) (XXII-O/18)  
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)
Topic B of the Agenda  
Jamaica  
ESTABLISHING TRADE TALKS FOR THE AMERICAS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,  
 
RECOGNIZING the goal of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) stated in Article 1 of the OAS Charter establishes the need to “promote, by cooperative action, their economic, social, and cultural development,” and that promoting mechanisms for free and fair trade falls under the category of “economic development”;

GUIDED BY Article 34 of the OAS Charter in which the, “the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development” including “expansion and diversification of exports”;

RECALLING AG/doc.4060/02 rev.1 from the thirty-second regular session of the OAS, “The OAS, Democracy and Trade,” that states that, “trade furthers freedom by empowering the development of a vital private sector, encouraging the rule of law, spurring economic liberty, and increasing the freedom of choice among persons from all walks of life”;

REAFFIRMING the World Trade Organization (WTO) declaration that, “lowering trade barriers is one of the most obvious ways of encouraging trade; these barriers include customs duties (or tariffs) and measures such as import bans or quotas that restrict quantities selectively”; and

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that Jamaica has been a member of the Caribbean Community since 1973 through which it already has several free trade agreements between its neighbors the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica, 

RESOLVES:

1. To commend all member states on their pre-existing initiatives to encourage mechanisms of free and fair trade agreements that are crucial to the betterment of the hemisphere.

2. To establish Trade Talks for the Americas (Trade Talks) under the supervision of the Trade and Economic Development (TED) section of the Department of Economic Development which would run as an annual conference held for the following purposes:

a. Educating and informing the public of economic matters, specifically trade issues.
b. Strengthening diplomacy between countries.
c. Promoting new free and fair trade agreements across the hemisphere.

3. That this conference build communication between people and governments so that  understanding economic policies becomes accessible to all citizens by explaining:
a. A basic lesson on economics in the modern day, the necessity of trade between countries, and the nature of trade agreements.
b. The current trade agreements each host country is participating in and the effects that have been made on the economy.
c. The goals for new and improved free trade agreements in the future.

4. That this first conference be held in Kingston, Jamaica on September 1, 2019 and occur annually. 
a. That this conference be open to all member states wishing to host a section of Trade Talks and each participating member state be given equal amounts of presenting time.
b. That the conference be held on a rotating basis by willing member states.
c. That each state who participates send at least one delegate to the conference.
d. That each state also be tasked with sending a translator to translate the conference into the official language of their individual member state. 

5. That this conference be made open to the entire public to come and listen free of charge, and through online streaming such as a live video on an official Trade Talks for the Americas YouTube channel, a live Facebook stream, or any other site such as the OAS website.

6. That these conferences be organized by a committee at a location of their choice with the task of putting together the agenda, speakers, etc. six months prior to the conference.
a. That this committee be selected and overseen by TED.
b. That this committee be made up of volunteers wishing to promote the ideals of Trade Talks in sectors such as, but not limited to, economics, foreign affairs, public relations, and media.

7. That funding for the creation of Trade Talks comes from willing member states, voluntary member states, permanent observer states, and any non-governmental organization wishing to contribute such as The WTO, Fairtrade International, the International Chamber of Commerce, TransFair USA, etc.
8. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its fifty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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