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FOCUSING ON INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING AS A MEANS OF FACILITATING TRADE
	
	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

	BEARING IN MIND that one of the fundamental principles of the Organization of American State (OAS) is “to promote, by cooperative action, state’s economic, social, and cultural development,” as noted in Article 2 of the Charter;
	
	RECOGNIZING the need for OAS Member States to be more fully integrated into the global economy starting with facilitating increased participation in trade through hemispheric cooperation;

	BUILDING ON what the OAS has already implemented under Trade and Economic Development (TED), such as trade capacity building, which focuses on institutional strengthening within Member States; 

	FOCUSING ON horizontal cooperation between Member States that will result in competitiveness, innovation, and internationalization of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), as the ‘V Inter-American Dialogue of High-Level MSME Authorities,’ puts forth;

	ACKNOWLEDGING that some Member States’ economies are more developed than others and those states have the ability to help implementation and diversification of struggling or less developed states’ economies;

	FACILITATING these types of mentor/mentoree relationships that will result in horizontal cooperation by expanding the OAS’ Technical Cooperation Section which pairs up nations; and

	REAFFIRMING the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) which creates a dialogue for states to share experiences, focus on education, and provide technical assistance to put goals into action,

RESOLVES:

          1. To create regional workshops where Member States can share stories of
              success and failure in revamping their economy, creating trade
              agreements, and struggles of trying to compete on a global-scale.

          2. To match Member States at this workshop, with more developed states
              paired with less developed states, so that Members with the most similar
              interests and problems may learn from countries who have already
              navigated these issues.

          3. To focus on educating on the best way for individual states to begin  
[bookmark: _GoBack]              institutional building such as, diversifying exports, giving incentives for
              people to start new businesses, creating effective trade agreements, and
              breaking down barriers to trade within states’ infrastructure in order to
              attract foreign investment.

         4. To enact policies based off principles learned that expands the amount of
             participation by MSMEs in export activities and global value chains.
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