
GA/RES. (________________) (XXII-O/18)
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)
Topic A of the Agenda
Jamaica 

REUSABLE BAGS INITIATIVE COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND Article 1 of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which states: “convinced that the historic mission of America is to offer to man a land of liberty and a favorable environment for the development of his personality and the realization of his just aspirations”;
ACKNOWLEDGING AG/RES. 2649 (XLI-O/11) that aims to “strengthen the resilience of OAS member states to the adverse impacts of climate change, especially the most vulnerable states of the hemisphere, and to support the development of climate change adaption activities” to combat the adverse influence of climate change; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the OAS has established a sustainable development program, the Environmental Law, Policy and Governance, to strengthen the effectiveness of law enforcement “in support of sustainable development and peace in the Americas”;
HAVING CONSIDERED the Paris Agreement’s goal “in seeking to strengthen the global response to climate change, reaffirms the goal of limiting global temperature increase to well below 1 degrees Celsius, while pursuing efforts to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees” as stated in Article 2; 
FURTHER RECALLING efforts made by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to combat climate change in American states in their draft declaration entitled Climate Change, Food Security, and Migration in the Americas by “promoting the exchange of experiences among member states with respect to . . . climate change, disaster risk reduction, or other measures being pursued to adapt, mitigate and counteract the adverse effects of climate change and its possible impact on food security and migration”; and
DEEPLY CONCERNED by the research conducted by the University of Hawaii which found that “several greenhouse gases are emitted as common plastics degrade in the environment” having direct impact on climate change,
RESOLVES:
1. To commend efforts made by each member state in combatting the adverse effects of climate change and their continuous commitment to solving issues related to climate change in the hemisphere.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]To create a pilot program that encourages member states to establish environmental policies that support alternatives to non-recyclable plastic bags and educates citizens on the values of reusable bags, which can significantly diminish the emission of greenhouse gases.

3. To establish that:
a. This program be overseen by the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD).  
b. This program urges all commercial establishments within each member state to use reusable bags to avoid unnecessary use of plastic.
c. To urge member states to create distribution stations of these reusable bags that can be accessed by all citizens within each member state.
d. The commercial establishments within each member state are encouraged to offer cardboard boxes, or a similar alternative, in the event that individuals are unable to bring their own bags.
e. This program will begin May 1, 2019 and will last for 2 years, pending review in January 2021.

4. This program will hold a meeting from January 8-10, 2021 in Kingston, Jamaica to discuss the effectiveness of this program.
a. The meeting should be attended by an environmental agency administrator, or the equivalent, from each member states in order to evaluate the success and effectiveness of this program.
b. That the information found at this meeting will be uploaded to the Educational Portal of the Americas. 

5. To request funding of the program from voluntary donations by member states, permanent observer states, non-government organizations (NGOs), including, but not limited to, Climate Action Network International, World Wide Fund for Nature, and Green Peace.














6. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its fifty- first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)


Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate


