GA/RES. (_____________) (XXII-O/18) 		
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development 		
Topic B of the Agenda 					
Republic of Haiti				
WORKING GROUP ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE REGULATION IN THE AMERICAS (WGFARA)
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

          BEARING IN MIND Article 39 of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which recognizes the purpose of the OAS enhance economic development via “measures designed to promote the expansion of markets and to obtain dependable income for producers . . . and stable prices . . .”; 
          ENCOURAGED BY the expansion of multilateral trade agreements, including the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement and MERCOSUR, and common markets, such as the Caribbean Community, within the hemisphere;
          RECALLING WITH APPROVAL the former Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for litigating free and fair trade throughout the hemisphere, beginning with AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96) and continuing via yearly General Assembly resolutions;
         WELCOMING the “Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas” training course created by the OAS, George Washington University Law School, and World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1998, which has educated over 650 government officials on trade in the Americas;
[bookmark: _GoBack]         NOTING the creation of the Master’s Program in International Trade Policy (MITP) in 2004, held at the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Barbados and launched with support from the OAS, which has “developed into a highly respected and comprehensive program” according to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development.
         MINDFUL OF the 2005 Declaration of Mar del Plata, in which the Heads of State and Government of the Americas reaffirmed that “our objective is to expand our trade, as a means of boosting growth and our capacity to generate more, higher quality, and better-paying jobs”; and
         CONSIDERING the 2009 Declaration of Port of Spain, in which the Heads of State and Government of the Americas “recognize[d] the positive contribution of trade among our nations to the promotion of growth, employment and development. . .” and “. . . will therefore continue to insist on an open, transparent and rules-based multilateral trading system,”

RESOLVES: 

1. To encourage the further expansion of free and fair trade throughout the hemisphere.  

2. To create the Working Group on Food and Agriculture Regulation in the Americas (WGFARA) under the Inter-American Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for the purpose of increasing the uniformity of regulations on food and agriculture throughout the hemisphere.

3. To direct the WGFARA to:
a. Consist of a representative selected by each willing member state with broad knowledge of law, agriculture, food science, and/or economics.
b. Compile a list of the most effective regulations on agriculture and food safety to increase both economic development and consumer protection.
i. Study the effectiveness of various agricultural and food safety regulations to achieve these objectives.
ii. Request input from the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and the Pan-American Health Organization.
iii. Hold a series of forums on the most effective regulations to protect consumers and promote development, updated with the current findings of the WGFARA.
iv. Complete this initial list by on November 10, 2019.

4. To hold the first Inter-American Forum on Food and Agriculture Regulation (IFFAR) regarding the findings of working group in Port-au-Prince, Haiti on January 10, 2020 and to:
a. Present the initial findings of the working group at the IFFAR.
b. Request that the working group publish the results of the IFFAR on the Foreign Trade Information System website and on the Educational Portal of the Americas.
c. Schedule the next IFFAR no more than two years following the first, subject to renewal by the General Assembly at its fifty-first regular session.

5. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, observer states, and registered non-governmental organizations such as the Australian International Food Security Center, the Center for Food Safety, and the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy.







6. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its fifty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)


Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate




