GA/RES. (________) (XXII-O/18) 
Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) 
Topic 2 of the Agenda
Republic of El Salvador 

COOPERATION WITH MSME AND ENTERPRISE SUPPORT TO ENFRANCHISE YOUTH ENTREPRENUERS IN THE HEMISPHERE
          
	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           AFFIRMING that one of the essential purposes of the Organization of American States (OAS) is “to promote by cooperative action, their economic, social, and cultural development,” as indicated in Article 2(f) of the Charter;  
EMPHASIZING Article 33 of the OAS Charter which stresses that “development is a primary responsibility of each country and should constitute an integral and continuous process for the establishment of a more just economic and social order that will make possible and contribute to the fulfillment of the individual”;  
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Article 34 of the Charter of the OAS proclaims that “Accelerated and diversified industrialization, especially of capital and intermediate goods,” as noted in Section (e) and “promotion of private initiative and investment in harmony with action in the public sector,” as noted in Section (f) are foundational goals of Member States;  
RECALLING that “poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy” and that “the Organization of American States (OAS) member states are committed to adopting and implementing all those actions required to generate productive employment, reduce poverty, and eradicate extreme poverty, taking into account the different economic realities and conditions of the countries of the Hemisphere,” as noted in Section 3, Article 12 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;  
            UNDERSCORING that of the 120 million estimated registered Micro Small Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), approximately 25 percent are created by entrepreneurs under the age of 35; 
ACKNOWLEDING that at this point in time, according to Initiatives for Development Foundation (IDF), of the world’s 3 billion poor, only 20 percent of this potential market of microfinance is reached by existing groups that would provide it, and because micro-financing is such a powerful tool in reducing poverty and empowerment, it is imperative that it be implemented in developing countries; and
That there is money available from such alternate sources as micro investments and microloans that will not deplete funds from the OAS or any of its affiliates,   

RESOLVES: 
        1.  To applaud those Member States that have already taken measures to empower their
             entrepreneurs, in particular younger entrepreneurs, with government aid.    

        2.  To promote and encourage fairness and equality among Member States by supporting
             youth in their business endeavors, both formal and informal, by providing financial 
             assistance to teen and young adult entrepreneurs.
   
        3.  To propose that, to achieve this end, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
             (SEDI), through, The Department of Economic Development, will partner with
             organizations focused on microloans and impact investments, such as Microlateral
             Investment Fund (MIF) and Microplace, in order to expand their outreach to youth in the
             Americas and bolster youth-focused organizations that do not have easy access to
             government or bank loans, whereby the Department Of Economic Development (DED)
             will:
                  a.  Establish a liaison with each of the selected organizations. 
                  b.  Be responsible for increasing their publicity to the target audience of investors. 
                  c.  Broaden the field of recipients in both rural and urban regions of the Americas. 

        5.  To recommend that the DED solicit a partnership with Accion that will aid youth in the
             Americas, along the potential to bring serious innovation to their respective markets,
             whereby:
                  a.  Every OAS Member State will nominate potentially high-impact youth
                       entrepreneurs within their countries, in whatever field, to be introduced to Accion.
                  b.  The DED will respectfully request that Accion select young entrepreneurs for
                       mentoring and acceleration within their respective enterprises. 

        6.  To strongly suggest that this investment fund be open to investment from all interested
             Parties, and that this fund be administered through the DED.

        7.  To request funding from voluntary donations by Member States, observer states, and
              registered non-governmental organizations.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                                (Signature of Secretary General)

Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                                    Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate
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