GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) 


Topic 1 of the Agenda 





Republic of Nicaragua 





NUESTRA SOLUCIONES, NUESTRA VIDAS: ENSURING GUN CONTROL AND SAFETY THROGH PREVENTION USING COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY AND GUN SAFETY COURSES

          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           GUIDED BY one of the foundational principals of the Organization of the American States (OAS), as stated in Chapter I, article 2a of the Charter, “to strengthen the peace and security of the continent”; 

EXPRESSING ITS SATISFACTION with member states of the OAS’s commitment to weapons regulation and cooperation since the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA);

RECOGNIZING the definition of firearms from CIFTA as delineated in Article 1, section 3a, as “any barreled weapon which will or is designed to or may be readily converted to expel a bullet or projectile by the action of an explosive, except antique firearms manufactured before the 20th Century or their replicas”;


FURTHER RECOGNIZING that all people have a right to life and to safely live regardless of their gender, race, or orientation;


NOTING WITH GREAT ALARM that the rate of femicide and violence against women throughout member states is alarmingly high due to the fact that women in the Hemisphere are oftentimes unable to protect themselves due to a lack of information surrounding their ability to defend themselves;

DEEPLY CONCERNED that the rate of violence amongst member states is notoriously high, as reported by the Inter-American Bank: Latin American countries are 9% of the world’s populace, yet account for 33% of the world’s homicide rate;
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that Nicaragua has one of the lowest homicide rates, at 11 per 100,000 citizens, due to Nicaragua’s successful implementation of LEY 510, which outlines how weapons can be legally obtained by citizens; 

ALARMED BY the percentage of homicides that are committed by guns, according to the United Nations Homicide book, the majority of member states continue to have nearly 50% and above of the homicides committed being caused by a gun;
UNDERSTANDING that some states in the Hemisphere do not pay enough attention to background checks, nor psychological tests, as detailed in the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)’s, “Violence, Children, and Organized Crime” report;

FURTHER UNDERSTANDING that gun safety also includes having the mental capability to know when and how to use a gun properly and how to prevent misuse;

RECOGNIZING that cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) programs have been implemented and have provided empirical evidence of being successful as explained in the USAID study, “What Works in Reducing Community Violence Final Report”, in which the study provides strong evidence to support that CBT works;

OBSERVING that CBT-based program have been implemented in Liberia, Sustainable Transition of Youth in Liberia (STYL), and in Chicago, Be a Man (BAM), in which they provide examples of outcomes and results that CBT-based program can provide, such as: reducing recidivism, reduced involvement in violent crimes and increased productivity; 

EMPHASIZING that investment into CBT-based programs have been reported to yield a $26 return on investment for each dollar that is spent and that the benefits will exceed the costs; 
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that CBT performs and works efficiently in both community and correctional settings; and


CONFIDENT that employing programs with proactive prevention in mind as a form of gun safety and regulation will ensure greater peace and security across the Hemisphere,    
RESOLVES: 

1. To thank member states for their continued effort in providing a safer environment for citizens across the OAS through gun laws and regulation, and for their participation in CIFTA.

2. To request that member states include in the process for citizens registering personal weapons a basic gun safety course for first time applicants, such that:
a. Those wishing to obtain the right to gun ownership be required to practice marksmanship while being observed by the individuals appointed to oversee the safety course.

b. Special attention be given towards ensuring that women are able to pass a gun safety and marksmanship course by tailoring the approach differently towards men and women.
3. To create a pilot program, “Nuestra Soluciones, Nuestra Vida’s” (NSNV), focusing on the use of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy at juvenile detention centers, or as an after school program for communities that have a statistically high risk of violence, such that:
a. The program will have therapists trained and certified on CBT through online courses, professional workshops, or universities.  

b. The participants of NSNV will be taught coping skills and ways of rethinking potential life altering decisions with a curriculum that includes, anger management, impulse control, planning skills, confidence, leadership, critical thinking, and self-esteem.

c. The NSNV can be implemented as one-on-one counseling, group counseling, or a mix between the two.

d. The length of NSNV will be determined by each Member State, but at minimum last 12 weeks in order to receive funding. 

e. Each participant of the pilot program will be required to take a before survey and if possible, follow up with the participants a year later after completion.  

f. Report data and findings, such as the rate of recidivism, for the program participants involved. 

4. To suggest that member states who already require mental health evaluations prior to registering a weapon, use participation in the “Nuestra Soluciones, Nuestra Vida’s” program as an incentive for participants and have it be a waiver for mental health evaluations.  

5. To develop a report on an annual basis detailing the benefits, costs and assessments of the NSNV.
6. To request funding from international and national non-profit organizations (NGOs) such as The World Bank, The Inter-American Development Bank, World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, Global Communities, Terre des Hommes, International Network of Small Arms, and contributions from interested Member States and permanent observers. 

Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                               4. _________________          ___________________
                               5. _________________          ___________________
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