GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) 


Topic 1 of the Agenda 





Republic of Costa Rica 





MAINTAINING SECURITY BY CONTROLLING THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEAPONS 
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to maintain a secure hemisphere, as stated in Article 30 under Integral Development in which the states “pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice in their relations and integral development for their peoples”;  


CONSIDERING FURTHER the increase in felonies and illicit activities in regards with the movement of arms throughout the region, thus allowing for organized crime rates to expand causing a need for new national and regional responses;
          RECOGNIZING the need for further observations on who receives weapons, as well as the selling of arms outside authorized institutes; 
          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts of the Republic of Costa Rica in employing explicit procedures for citizens of Costa Rica to obtain weapons;
          RECALLING the resolution CP/RES. 1060 (2061/16) which provides dates for the “Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA),” to be held at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States; and
          REAFFIRMING the efforts the government of the Republic of Costa Rica has made by employing security throughout the nation of Costa Rica with the help of the government and of state officials that recognize the increase of crime rates. Costa Rica has accredited crime rates to the illegal distribution of lethal weapons, 
RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend the continuation of the reinforcement of existing laws in each member state that prevent the distribution of weapons to citizens who are not eligible for possession.
2. To suggest the pursuit of research on the benefits and consequences of maintaining a region-wide database of information from each member state which lists those citizens who are interested in owning a weapon, through one or more of the following ideas:
a. Providing identification documents as well as finger prints for gun owners in case a crime has been committed, so that the weapon has a mark of identification.
b. Keeping a list of individuals that have been registered to possess a gun as well as a photograph to prove the person was accredited to use the weapon. 
c. Give a longer sentence/punishment to those who are not in the databases of the governments as legally authorized to carry a weapon. 
3. To work with the appropriate non-governmental organizations, member states, universities, and interested groups to fund the research, creation, and maintenance of the database.
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