GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) 


Topic 1 of the Agenda 





Jamaica 





PREVENTION FIRST: GUN SAFETY THROUGH THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND Article 3, Section J of the Organization of American States (OAS) Charter, which states that “social justice and social security are the bases of lasting peace”; 

CONSIDERING the substantial amount of firearm-related violence that has occurred in essentially every OAS member state in recent years; 
ACKNOWLEDGING the astonishing number of firearm-related deaths in Jamaica in 2015 alone, which totaled over 1,000; 

NOTING WITH CONCERN the number of firearm-related deaths in other OAS Member States, which reached as high as 8,000 in one member state in 2015, and over 13,000 in 2015;
CONCERNED that 30% of all homicides committed in the world are in Latin America, and that the World Health Organization (WHO) has labeled Latin America as the most violent region in the world;
IDENTIFYING the OAS-established Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials (CIFTA) as an organization which advocates for gun safety in the Americas and the achievement of peace within member states of the OAS;

          RECOGNIZING the pronounced need for increased safety measures in regards to firearms in Jamaica and other OAS member states due to the lack of public awareness of the potential dangers of firearms in the hands of children;

UNDERSTANDING the lack of potentially life-saving firearm education within OAS member states, particularly in regards to youth education;

WHEREAS children are often the most vulnerable members of the population and therefore could greatly benefit from being informed about firearms and being shown the proper way to handle situations in which firearms are involved;

          AFFIRMING the duty of the OAS to secure the lives and liberties of the citizens of each OAS member state, including the lives of the children of each member state; and
          REAFFIRMING the observations that can be made by studying accidental firearm statistics within OAS member states, which have reach high numbers involving children in recent years,
RESOLVES:
1. To commend member states in their efforts to better the lives of the youth population in order to secure the future success and endurance of each member state; 
2. To continue the battle for the protection of the children in each member state by initiating an educational program called “Prevention First: Gun Safety through Education,” which will:
a. Spread awareness to children and young adults about the potential dangers of firearms in the hands of children.
b. Train children and young adults in how to avoid gun accidents,
c. Be instituted through schools, churches, and other organizations, which are youth-serving institutions; in order to ensure that all children have the opportunity to learn about life-saving safety precautions related to firearms.
d. Include a mascot called “Safety Sam,” who will encourage children to practice safety measures in their own homes and will act as a symbol for firearm security.
e. Include safety measure training which will include, but will not be limited to, how to handle an encounter with a firearm which is not properly stored away, and other potentially lifesaving security approaches. 
3. To request funding from voluntary donations by Member States, observer states, and registered non-governmental organizations, such as the Violence Policy Center, the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials (CIFTA), and other NGOs. 
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)

Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                               4. _________________          ___________________
                               5. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate
PAGE  

