GA RES. (________) (XX-O/16)
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)
Topic 2 of the Agenda
Republic of Ecuador 

IMPLEMENTATION OF ALIGNMENT WORKSHOPS IN ORDER TO DEFINE THE 2018 STRATEGY TO COMBAT JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
          BEARING IN MIND that the Organization of the American States (OAS) pledged to ensure peace and security as well as to secure the continent as mentioned in Article 2 of the Charter of the Organization of the American States;
          KEEPING IN MIND similar approaches implemented where the delegations worked together in order to address alike situations in the Americas – as, for instance, the “Inter-American Program of Quito”, which was approved by the Inter-American Council for Education, Science, and Culture (CIECC) and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). This approach, consisted in four workshops on education in the campaign against drug abuse that were held between May 1988 and July 1989 in order to define a common philosophy of action;
          RECOGNIZING the efforts made by other organizations to prevent juvenile delinquency such as the Organization of the United Nations’ endeavor with “The Riyadh Guidelines” – adopted and proclaimed in December, 1990, through which the need and importance of progressive delinquency prevention policies are stressed –;  
          DECLARING that the national statistics of Ecuador acknowledge that the labor market access for large groups of youth is hampered by poor or inadequate education and skills, as well as lack of work experience. These problems are affecting youth by not receiving an effective response from public institutions related to employment policies in Ecuador;
          DEEPLY CONCERNED that despite the average unemployment in Ecuador reflected a reduction during 2012, the juvenile unemployment rates did not show the same results by even having an increase compared to 2007 data reaching the 9.5% of juvenile unemployment (INEC, 2012);
          REMEBERING that one of the main objectives of Ecuador’s “Plan Nacional para el Buen Vivir” (National Plan for Good Living) is to improve the quality of life of all the citizens – including the youth by supporting their development in order to prepare them for a better future –;
          FULLY AWARE OF prevention strategies suggested in The World Bank Youth Crime Prevention report that would be effective in combating juvenile delinquency in the Hemisphere; such as School and Community Programs, individual level programs and, Building Relationships: Programs for families, peers, and mentors; and 
          REALIZING that despite the constant research and investigations made by several agencies throughout the hemisphere, information about violence and crime in the young is still uncertain for the whole continent, so the need for this information to be aligned and shared among the member states has become crucial,
RESOLVES: 

1. To invite all member states to participate in the implementation of three workshops with the purpose of identifying and developing the 2018 strategy – the best approach to combat juvenile delinquency among the Americas –; moreover, the topics that will be addressed in these workshops are the following: the current situation of each member state, the actions that have been implemented and their results, common factors among member states’ juvenile delinquency (e.g., drug abuse, violence, education), and the creation of a mechanism based on the main findings that can benefit all member states.

2. To solicit interested delegations to send representatives to the workshops, bearing in mind that the following is expected from the representatives:
a. That they be able to share and explain indicators about the situation of their country regarding juvenile delinquency as well as a summary of the implemented actions to combat this matter and their results;
b. That they collaborate with other member states’ representatives in the identification of the main factors that can be addressed in order to define the 2018 strategy to combat juvenile delinquency. 

3. To designate a council in charge of the supervision of the plan agreed in the resolution, and to entrust it with the responsibility for organizing and moderating the aforementioned workshops.

4. To inform the member states about Ecuador’s pilot program called “Shaping the Future” by which the Ecuadorian Government will seek to take actions that focus on the current needs of the country related to juvenile delinquency in order to achieve the objectives of the “Plan Nacional para el Buen Vivir” (National Plan for Good Living), to solicit their workshop representatives to discuss the pilot program accordingly to the workshop’s agenda, and if successful to invite the member states to implement the program. 

5. To execute the workshop sessions during the year 2017, considering the following:
a. That the first workshop take place on the OAS headquarters – in Washington, D.C. –, and that at the end of the meeting the next host country be decided;
b. That the purpose of the first workshop be sharing the member states’ situation regarding juvenile delinquency, the status of regionally implemented initiatives, and identifying the main factors in which hemispheric actions must be concentrated or improved;
c. That in the second workshop the strategy to follow as well as the member states’ commitments be defined in the short, mid, and long term; and, 
d. That during the third and last workshop, conclusions about the implementation of the strategy within each member state and the results thus far of Ecuador’s pilot program be shared. 

6. To ask the designated council to request an annual report on the status of the member states’ initiatives during the time the strategy is met, and to allow it, if crucial, to summon the member states’ representatives to an extraordinary meeting.

7. To request funding from member states, observer states, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for the workshop sessions, and to accept voluntary donations from the aforementioned for the pilot program “Shaping the Future” which nonetheless will be financed by the Ecuadorian Government.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)
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