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Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) 		 
Topic 2 of the Agenda 					
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

REDUCING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN THE HEMISPHERE

        THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS), as noted in the Article 2 of its Charter, is to seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic problems that may arise among states;

CONSIDERING FURTHER that gang related control of adolescent negligence has illustrated high rate of increase and concern across the Western Hemisphere for the past few decades;

RECOGNIZING the need to promulgate a more efficient way to reduce and assist adolescent individuals who fall under the undermining of nugatory confinement in detention centers throughout the Americas;  

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the principles and provisions of the Youth Training and Employment Partnership Programme (YTEPP), Young Offenders Detention Act of laws of Trinidad and Tobago, Chapter 13:05, and the Children Act 2012, which all affirm a particular establishment of a child-oriented juvenile justice system;

RECALLING Article 40 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child Treaty, which states, “Children who are accused of breaking the law have the right to legal help and fair treatment in a justice system that respects their rights. Governments are required to set a minimum age below which children cannot be held criminally responsible and to provide minimum guarantees for the fairness and quick resolution of judicial or alternative proceedings”; and

REAFFIRMING the research of Charles Katz and Andrew Fox, whose work studying the risk factors associated with youth involved in gang-related activity, note that “Since the early 1990s, gangs, gang members, and gang-related problems have become increasingly recognized as a major public health problem in many areas of the world…such is the extent of the issue that global public health and international development organizations - the Pan American Health Organization, the Organization of American States (OAS), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) - are allocating substantial resources for gang prevention and intervention programs”,

RESOLVES: 

1.   To commend Member States in their efforts towards bettering the lives
      for juveniles.

2.  To encourage the implementation of a Juvenile Bill of Rights of each
     Member State of OAS that: 
a. encourages other OAS state members to follow the ideals created by the Convention on the Rights of the Child Treaty.
b. adopts the legislative, administrative and various other measures necessary to incorporate the ethics and values of the international corpus juris on children’s human rights, with particular attention to creating a discussion in each Member State on their domestic legal systems and, most importantly, their juvenile justice systems. 
c. enacts specialized juvenile courts, in all regions of the territory, staffed with judges and other officers of the court specializing in juvenile justices and children’s rights. 
d. can provide certain entitlements for minors, that can be contingent on each individual Member State’s choice.

3.  To encourage each Member State to implement a pilot program for the
     recidivism behavior of juvenile negligence, called the “Juvenile
     Fairness Assessment,” which will be used to:
a. Measure the fairness of all OAS juvenile court systems and review
 reports of trial misconduct in hemispheric juvenile cases.
b. Provide counseling services within the Juvenile Delinquency Detention Centers.
c. Offer program courses within the Juvenile Delinquency Detention to provide minors with trades or skill training, which will upon release, help them return back to society, and hopefully reduce the rates of recidivism in the Hemisphere.
d. Begin a prevention course that would be started in different
 primary/secondary education systems across the member states that help illustrate the dangers and downsides a life of crime could have for adolescents, and steer children away from becoming victims of the juvenile court systems in the first place.










4.  To encourage funding from United Nations Office on Drugs
                 and Crime and the United Nations Children’s Fund (Founded by
                 UNICEF).
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