GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16)
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)
Topic 1 of the Agenda
Republic of Chile

GUN SAFETY LESSONS IN SCHOOLS
	
	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

	HAVING SEEN Chapter 1, Article 2(h) of the 1948 Organization of American States (OAS) Charter states one of its main purposes is, “To achieve an effective limitation of conventional weapons that will make it possible to devote the largest amount of resources to the economic and social development of the Member States”;

	RECOGNIZING that the 1947 Rio Treaty states, “the American regional community affirms as a manifest truth that juridical organization is a necessary prerequisite of security and peace, and that pace is founded on justice and moral order and, consequently, on the international recognition and protection of human rights and freedoms, on the indispensable well-being of the people, and on the effectiveness of democracy for the international realization of justice and security”;

	RECALLING the resolves made by the 1997 Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and its efforts in securing citizen safety in the Hemisphere;

	TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Article 27 in the 2001 Inter-American Democratic Charter in which members states recommended that, “Special attention shall be given to the development of programs and activities for the education of children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including liberty and social justice”;

	ACKNOWLEDGING that the 2004 Declaration of Nuevo León recognizes the importance of education being the critical factor for human development, because of its effect on social, political, economic, and democratic lives of our citizens;

ALARMED BY the 2015 Small Arms Survey which showed, in 21 of 23 states in Latin America and the Caribbean, the average of gun deaths is higher than the global average of 42 percent; and

	CONCERNED about the existing rates of unintentional fatalities due to firearms, most commonly involving children and youth,

RESOLVES:

1. To commend all member states for their efforts and determination in promoting hemispheric security to result in the well-being of citizens.

2. To encourage full cooperation among member states regarding matters of gun and safety regulations.

3. To call for the creation of a public education program under the Committee on Hemispheric Security in conjunction with the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment for both primary and secondary schools that will inform students on the dangers and proper management of firearms, such as the precautionary behaviors necessary and the correct approach to handling a firearm.
a. That this program be designed by licensed firearm instructors and adopt resources such as the Eddie Eagle GunSafe Program.
b. That this program be neutral in regard to gun rights, in which students would be educated in the safety measures and risks involved with firearms.

4. That this education program be piloted in Santiago, Chile, in March 2018 with the beginning of the school year. 

5. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, permanent observer states, and pertinent non-governmental organizations (NGOs) such as the National Rifle Association.

6. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its Forty-Ninth Regular Session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


Approved for form and substance:   ______________________________________  
			                               (Signature of Secretary General)
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