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Belize 					
PROGRAM TO ENHANCE CIVIL EDUCATION (PECE)
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
	RECALLING that the Organization of American States (OAS) is charged with promoting democracy in the hemisphere, as indicated by Chapter 1, Article 1, of the 1948 OAS Charter;
ACKNOWLEDGING that the 1948 American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man espouses the principles and values of equality, liberty, and justice and inherent to democracy;
CONSIDERING that in the 1992 Declaration of Nassau [AD/DEC.1 (XXII-O/92)], Heads of State and Government called for the body to assist member states in developing mechanisms to preserve, promote, and strengthen representative democracy in the hemisphere;
          REAFFIRMING that in the 1993 Declaration of Managua [AG/DEC.4 (XXIII-O/93)], Heads of State and Government voiced their conviction that democracy, peace, and development are inseparable, and that the ability of the OAS to preserve democratic values hinges on the ability of the organization to implement a strategy rooted in interdependence and complementary values; 
	CONSIDERING FURTHER that stable democracy is vital to economic development, and that they are mutually reinforcing, as stated in Chapter 3, Article 11 of the 2001 Inter-American Democratic Charter;
	REMEMBERING that resolution AG/RES. 2835 (XLIV-O/14), titled, “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” called upon the OAS to assist willing member states in strengthening their democratic institutions, values, good practices and governance;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the stated goals of the Declaration on Promotion and Strengthening of the Social Charter of the Americas (AG/DEC.85 (XLVI-O/16), which called upon member states to eliminate obstacles to exercising full democratic rights; 
BEARING IN MIND the Declaration on the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter [AG/DEC..93 (XLVI-O16)], which declares the commitment of the OAS towards promoting and defending democracy as an inalienable right of all Americans;
RECOGNIZING that resolution AG/RED.2905 (XLVII-O/17) titled, “Strengthening Democracy,” which calls upon member states to take a proactive stance in regards to strengthening democracy;
          REITERATING that the principles of democracy are the foundation on which our hemisphere is built, and its continued success depends on our ability to maintain those values; and
	CONVINCED that healthy democracy is critical in facilitating peace, prosperity, and transparency in both civil and social life,
RESOLVES: 

1. To congratulate Member States for their resolute commitment to the principles and norms of democratic governing and their individual efforts to promote democracy both at home and abroad.

2. To reaffirm that democratic values are vital to the long-term success of Member States, as democracy contributes to economic prosperity, cultural enrichment and domestic peace.

3. To highlight the vital importance politically educated voters play in maintaining and strengthening democracy.

4. To create a pilot program, under the Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD), titled, “Programs to Enhance Civic Education (PECE),” with the goal of providing educational programs to voters on the benefits of democracy and the specifics of their state’s political system.
a. That the PECE program will be voluntary and open to all voters or potential voters in participating member states.
b. That the PECE program will assist local officials in registering voters, in states where this action is applicable.
c. That the structure of PECE be tailored specifically to the Member State it will take place in, to account for cultural, linguistic, and political differences in the governmental systems of Member States.
d. That PECE will teach participants the benefits of political participation, and how to most effectively exercise their political rights.
e. That PECE be open to all, but specifically focus on marginalized groups, such as rural populations and racial and religious minorities.
f. That PECE will be an inclusive space that will foster understanding, cooperation, solidarity and mutual respect from citizens of different backgrounds and political persuasions.
g. That PECE will be operated by qualified personnel including but not necessarily limited to, analysts, political scientists and other experts.
i. That a non-partisan oversight committee will select these personnel.
ii. That this committee be made accountable to the SSD.
iii. That this committee regularly report its findings to the SSD.
h. That the focus of PECE be limited to political institutions in the abstract, and focus purely on education, to keep the program nonpartisan.
i. That the PECE be located in Belmopan, Belize and run from August 14-21, 2019.

5. To mandate that the participants of PECE be surveyed in order to determine the effectiveness of the program.
a. That the survey be conducted by agents appointed by the SSD, according to the following criteria: efficiency, competence and objectivity.
b. That the coordinators of PECE make adjustments based on participant feedback.
c. That the results of these surveys be freely available to interested persons via the Educational Portal of the Americas.
d. That this program be expanded into interested member states, if PECE is found to have been effective at the end of the August pilot program.

6. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

7. To fund by voluntary donations from member states, permanent observer states, the United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) and relevant non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including but not limited to: the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), the National Democratic Institute (NDI) and Open Society Foundations (OSF).
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