GA/RES. (_____________) (XXI-O/17) 



Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD) 


Topic 2 of the Agenda 





Republic of Panama 





CREATION OF A GRANT PROGRAM FOR DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND PRACTICES TO BE CALLED THE DEMOCRATIC INTEGRATION GRANT
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that Article 31 of the Charter of the Organization of American States’ (OAS) states that “Inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of the Member States, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the Inter-American system. It should include the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields, support the achievement of national objectives of the Member States, and respect the priorities established by each country in its development plans, without political ties or conditions”;

CONSIDERING FUTHER that the OAS was founded because of democratic values and participation, and will not survive without it, therefore it is the duty of the OAS to protect and enforce such values;
           RECOGNIZING that Article 1 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it” and that “democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”; 
REAFFIRMING Article 2 of the Inter-American Charter which states that “The effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis for the rule of law and of the constitutional regimes of the member states of the Organization of American States” and “Representative democracy is strengthened and deepened by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order”;
          CONSIDERING that Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “It is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development…This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy,” and that “Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;

          KEEPING IN MIND that Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “The OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas,” and that “The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;
          TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in a democracy the citizens hold power, and in order for a democracy to succeed citizens must not only be educated, but also be educated in democratic values and practices,        
RESOLVES: 

      1.  To encourage a grant opportunity for any high school student who increases
           democratic morale in his or her community, entitled The Democratic Integration
           Grant (DIG) by:
                a.  Creating four full tuition grant opportunities for students of OAS Member
                     States, and providing funds to continue for the winner’s community project.

                b.  Educating the citizens on democratic values and practices, and providing
                     both boys and girls with an opportunity to extend their education by doing
so. 
      2.  To set the following requirements for the grant, whereby the applicant must: 
                a.  Have an essay describing what they have done for their community;
                b.  Include two references from people affected in the community; 
                c.  Have a minimum of a 3.0 GPA, or its equivalent; and 
                d.  Plan to enroll in higher education.
3.  To have the National Endowment for Democracy look over applicants. 
4.  To request funding from voluntary Member States and registered
           non-governmental organizations, such as Freedom House, National Endowment
           for Democracy, Democracy Collaborative, and National Democratic Institute.

Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                              (Signature of Secretary General)
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