GA/RES. (______) (XXI-0/17)

Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD)

Topic 1 of the Agenda

Republic of Panama 

ENCOURAGING CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN MUNICIPAL LEVEL GOVERNMENT BY WAY OF EDUCATION IN INSTITUTING GOVERNANCE CLASSES AND MENTORHIPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ENTERING PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,



RECOGNIZING Article 3(d) of the Organization of American States (OAS) Charter, which states that “The solidarity of the American States and the high aims which are sought through it require the political organization of those States on the basis of the effective exercise of representative democracy”;


CONSIDERING Article 33 of the OAS Charter which clearly justifies that “Development is a primary responsibility of each country and should constitute an integral and continuous process for establishment of a more just economic and social order that will make possible and contribute to the establishment of the individual”;


CONFIDENT THAT in the resolve of Article 95(C)(3) of the Charter, which affirms that the “strengthening of the civic conscience of the American peoples, as one of the bases for the effective exercise of democracy and for the observance of the rights and duties of man”;


HOPEFUL that citizens of all backgrounds in OAS Member States would be encouraged to partake in the benefits and structure of municipal government;


PLACING IN HIGH REGARD the presence of Panama Verde, an international civic participation organization registered in 2004 that implements a national environmental network of young volunteers from the provinces and rural areas, and that through the program, young people ages 12 – 29 participate in citizenship education and sustainable development projects based on the local needs of their environment; and


BEARING IN MIND the under-18 population of Panama, which sits at 1.2 million, and the existence of the Ministry of Social Development (MIDES) that implements youth development policies via three pilot programs in different areas of the country, and that these programs, monitored through high schools, encourages individuals ages 15 and up to serve in various community service and national development projects in marginalized parts of the country,

RESOLVES:

1.  To implement a course in training institutions that will seek to educate high
                 school level students on the governance of representative democracy and the
                 structure of municipal government, which would: 

                       a.  Build an understanding of government and government participation at
                            a young age as a means to encourage citizen involvement in the
                            political, governmental and public service.

                       b.  Integrate a respect and appreciation for government at a young age as to
                            encourage and craft a sense of participation in municipal government
                            when they become adults. 


2.  To introduce a municipal government level mentorship program to high school
                 level students who plan to pursue a career in public administration, law, and/or
                 government in the municipal or regional governance, which would: 

                       a.  Emphasize a better understanding of the career before further studying
                            of the career in college.

                       b.  Encourage students of different classes to be engaged in government
                            and public administration at the municipal level of government.


3.  To build off of existing programs like Panama Verde and the Ministry of
                 Social Development (MIDES) in the civil service and public administration
                 aspect of it. 


4.  To authorize the Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD) committee in
                 overseeing program in its implementation and practice. 


5.  To request funding from interested Member States and the International

                 Association of Schools and Institutes of Administration (IASIA).

Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate
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