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Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD)
Topic 2 of the Agenda
Republic of Cuba

IMPROVING EDUCATION REFORMS FOR STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

	GUIDED BY Article 16 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which emphasizes education as a necessity and a key to “strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples”; 

	TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the various education reforms that have taken place in all member states of the OAS;

	KEEPING IN MIND, though, the rapid and dangerously declining education rates in the region, as evidenced by the 2012 PISA scores (math scores), in which Latin America and the Caribbean countries ranked significantly below average;

	HAVING DEVOTED ATTENTION TO Cuba’s own education system, which was recognized by the World Bank as an “exemplary” model for the region;

	BEARING IN MIND that education is key to understanding the various models and types of democracies that exist in the Americas- all of which are valid forms of democracy; and
 
	CONFIDENT THAT the member states of the OAS will continue to strive for better education reforms through forums like the Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy and Inter-American subcommittees like the Committee on Education (CIE) and Office of Education and Culture (OEC),

RESOLVES: 

1. To recommend each Member State increase its national budget on education by any percentage the state feels can bring improvement.

2. To endorse that the member states make education more accessible by considering the following steps:
a. To ask that each Member State create more primary and secondary schools, particularly in districts where those schools are limited.
b. To create more means of public transportation that students can use to get to school.
c. To create better and more affordable opportunities for its people to attend higher education facilities. 
d. To consider making all or some levels of education free and compulsory. 
e. To work at incorporating more technology into classrooms. 
f. To reaffirm that schools are accessible for all, but especially children and young adults with physical and mental handicaps.

3. To encourage that teachers receive mandatory training throughout their entire career:
a. To ensure they are up to date on any new teaching methods that could positively affect their students.
b. To reaffirm they are made aware of any new history that should be discussed in schools to prevent the students’ view of their government from being skewed.
c. To confirm these teachers know how to properly teach students with physical and mental handicaps.
 
4. To recommend the OAS hold a conference every five years titled “Teaching for the Americas,” designed to collaborate with committees such as the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to discuss any improvements seen and any improvements that should be made and:
a. That the conference be held in willing member states on a voluntary basis.
b. That attendance at this conference will count as part of the mandatory training for teachers and will be valid for 5 years.

5. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, observer states, and registered non-governmental organizations; as well as, organizations like UNICEF and Teachers Without Borders. 

Approved for Form and Substance: ______________________________
          (Signature of Secretary General)
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                               3. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate

