GA/RES. (_____________) (XXI-O/17) 			
Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD) 		
Topic 1 of the Agenda 					
Dominican Republic					
RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS VOTER PARTICIPATION AND WATER DEMOCRACY
          
[bookmark: _GoBack]THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that Chapter VII Article 34 Subsection L of the OAS charter indicates acknowledgement of the Organization of American States (OAS) of the importance of promoting “urban conditions that offer the opportunity for a healthful, productive, and full life”, and it is mentioned in the Charter Preamble that “representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region”;
	CONSIDERING the United Nations’ recognition of water as a human right and the OAS’ obligation to reinforcement of United Nations’ principles as specified in Chapter XIX Article 131 of the OAS Charter;
          NOTING the United Nations’ affirmation of the right to participation in government and equal access to public service in their countries in Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
          RECOGNIZING the World Health Organization’s reports of wide disparities between the Americas in regards to public access to clean water supply and sanitation services;
          ACKNOWLEDGING the decreasing trend in voter participation in the Americas and the importance of  promoting a democratic relationship between citizens and their municipal governments;
          REAFFIRMING that municipalities control and decide how their water systems and sanitation will be monitored and dispersed; and
          EMPHASIZING the need for citizens’ involvement in the decisions of their municipalities, especially when it concerns an important resource like water, and the ability for water democracy to provide a reason to participate,
RESOLVES: 

1. To encourage OAS member states to promote voter registration and participation.
a. To advocate for a higher number of registered voters by removing some restrictions on registration and allowing all citizens to communicate their opinions democratically about the way their municipal governments manage their municipalities’ water systems.
b. To request that OAS member states extend the period of time allotted to vote in order to provide citizens with an adequate time frame that will not interrupt their normal schedules and will reduce waiting times to improve convenience for voters.

2. To encourage OAS member states to improve the relationship between democracy and municipal management in order to provide the people of every municipality with easier access to political involvement and specifically involvement in the decisions their local governments make concerning their water supply.
a. To increase transparency between local governments and their citizens by increasing awareness of current issues and promoting voter turnout by educating on the importance of these decisions and providing the public with information through public displays at municipality-owned areas.
b. To create and implement seminars available for the general public to attend in order to educate the people on the importance of water democracy, the benefits of voter registration, and how they have the power to influence the decisions of their municipal government through increased involvement, thus improving democratic relationship.

3. To encourage OAS member states to provide and maintain an annual report to every municipality that manages a water system that includes information on improved water and sanitation availability for the public, the usage of funds towards municipalities’ management of water systems, and the importance of both water as a resource and voter participation in local decisions.
a. To provide this report and its information to the general public with the option of electronic or printed access, with electronic copies being available online and printed copies being available for usage and archive at municipality-owned public libraries.

4. To request funding for seminars and reports through a Non-Governmental Organization created for the dedicated purpose of increasing voter participation and targeting democratic relations at the municipal level.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
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