GA/RES. (_____________) (XXI-O/17) 			
Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD)		
Topic 2 of the Agenda 					
República Bolivariana de Venezuela	
				
CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN STUDENT TRANSFER PROGRAM (L.A.S.T)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND that one of the main functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to seek compromise and provide solutions in the areas of political affairs, administrative and economic problems, and controversies that may arise among states; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]FURTHERMORE the OAS does not only seek to reduce complications and conflict among member states, but also wishes to encourage the prosperity and unity among member  states with beneficial agreements that will aid in the prosperity of fellow member states;
RECOGNIZING the lack of trained professionals and college educated leaders results in a comparative disadvantage for non-first world countries; and
RECALLING the permanent mission statement of the OAS Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy is “To contribute to the strengthening of the political processes of the Member States, in particular to the maintenance of democracy as the best option to guarantee peace, security and development,”

RESOLVES: 

1. The OAS and the Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy should facilitate the creation of the Latin American Student Exchange Program (LAST) with the purposes of making enrollment in the institutions of higher education and trade schools that reside in member states easier to obtain for non-residents. 

2. Establish a LAST office for supporting the student exchange program in addition to assisting with the transfer of documentation and credentials in addition to oversight to insure fair and productive practices.









3. Funding for the creation of the LAST office will be obtained from a 10% surcharge on the tuition and fees collected by participating member institutions of higher education. An initial investment of 15% of the OAS 2017 budget will be required to establish the technological and personal requirements of this program at the OAS Headquarters in Washington DC. 

Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)
Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
