GA/RES. (_____________) (XXI-O/17) 



Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD) 


Topic 2 of the Agenda 





Federative Republic of Brazil 





THE MODEL ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES:  A NOVEL CONCEPT FOR THE PROMOTION OF EDUCATION OF DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND PRACTICES
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           RECOGNIZING that according to Article 95 of The Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), the “strengthening of the civic conscience of the American peoples, as one of the bases for the effective exercise of democracy and for the observance of the rights and duties of man” is integral to achieving the Organization’s various goals;

RECOGNIZING FUTHER that one of the main functions of the OAS is to “promote and consolidate representative democracy,” as stated in Chapter 1 Article 2 of the OAS Charter; 

          NOTING that through the adoption of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices the OAS reaffirmed its commitment to the promotion of democracy through the education of democratic values and practices;

          DEEPLY CONCERNED BY the lack of awareness of the OAS as an international entity among citizens within the Western Hemisphere;


HAVING EXAMINED the success of Model United Nations (UN) programs in spreading UN awareness as well as global citizenship through student models;

DISAPPOINTED that regional high school and collegiate-level Model Organization of American States programs do not receive support from the OAS;


GUIDED BY the resolution Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to The Inter-American Democratic Charter AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) which resolved “to encourage member states to design and implement educational programs that promote a culture of dialogue and communication, as well as civic education programs that include concepts such as ethics, transparency, and public information, with a view to contributing to the strengthening of a democratic culture”; and
          REAFFIRMING the Plan of Action Santiago, 1998, that recommends the inclusion in educational programs the “objectives and contents that develop democratic culture at all levels, in order to teach individuals ethical values, a spirit of cooperation and integrity. To that end, the participation of teachers, families, students and outreach workers will be stepped up in their work related to conceptualizing and implementing the plans for shaping citizens imbued with democratic values”,
RESOLVES: 

1. To commend all OAS Member States for their efforts to promote democratic values and practices throughout the Hemisphere.
      2.  To further commend the organizers of the lone collegiate regional Model

           Organization of American States program, the Eugene Scassa Mock Organization

           of American States, for their relentless pursuit in promoting leadership and

           educating students about democratic principles and practices.

3.  To create a ‘Students’ tab on the OAS home page for the purpose of making
     information on Model Organization of American States programs more accessible.
      4.  To encourage high schools and colleges within Member States to expand their
           participation in organizations for MOAS by:
a. Offering grant money as incentives for schools that create new organizations or teams for the organization for the MOAS.
b. Creating a hemispheric wide scholarship for higher education open to students who participate in an MOAS program.
5.  To create a YouTube Channel for the MOAS:

a. That all administrators will have access to posting to. 
b. To act as a resource on teaching new organizations the basics of parliamentary procedures.
       6.  To create a “how-to” mini course on starting and growing an organization for the
            MOAS that will:
                  a.  Be authored by experienced MOAS administrators of existing and past
                       programs. 

                  b.  Be written in English and translated in to varies languages so as possible to be accessible to all citizens across the hemisphere.  

c. Include exemplary resolutions and position papers from other organizations to act as examples and templets for new members to model their written requirements after. 
d. Be supplemented with videos, posted to the MOAS YouTube Channel, of:
i. Experienced MOAS administrators defining, explaining, and giving examples of specific parliamentary procedures.   

ii. The proceedings of committees participating in MOAS competitions.
       7.  To request funding in the form of voluntary donations by Member States,
             observer states as well as funding from registered non-governmental
             organizations including, but not limited to, The National Endowment for
             Democracy (NED) and The National Democratic Institute (NDI).
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
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