[bookmark: _GoBack]GA/RES. (_____________) (XXI-O/17) 			
Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD)	
Topic 2 of the Agenda 					
United Mexican States 					
“e-DEMOCRACY”; PROMOTING DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES THROUGH TECHNOLOGY
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           BEARING IN MIND that one of the main pivotal functions of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to strengthen the ideals of democracy. Taking Article 48 of the OAS 1948 Charter into account, which states that “Member States will cooperate with one another to meet their educational needs, to promote scientific research, and to encourage technological progress for their integral development. They will consider themselves individually and jointly bound to preserve and enrich the cultural heritage of the American peoples”;
	CONSIDERING FURTHER the lack of education about democratic ideals available to the youth and the adult population of the Western Hemisphere as well as the considerably substantial increase in the availability and potential reach of technologically advanced tele-communications devices;
          RECOGNIZING the fact that early exposure to democratic ideals allows for the youth of the Western Hemisphere to become active political participants in the future. Political participation is an essential component of democracy, let it be through campaigning for office, voting, or advocating;
          NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the efforts of Chilean Eugenio Severin and his online platform, Docente al Dia, which actively informs educators about policy challenges and political activities through “vlogs” and intrapersonal communication between educators. Aside of being a revolutionary and modern initiative, it acts as an experiment that proves that similar initiatives are bound to succeed in their main goals and aspirations; and
          REAFFIRMING that in the twentieth century, technology acts as the perfect venue for the spread of democratic ideals in a fast and cost-efficient manner. Allowing for endless possibilities when it comes to content that can be taught through these devices and on the number of member state citizens that can be reached,
RESOLVES: 

1. To commend the efforts made by fellow OAS Member States in the spread of democratic standards throughout the Western Hemisphere.
2. To urge for the creation of the program “e-DEMOCRACY”, which implements and instills democratic standards throughout the OAS member states’ education systems, without infringing upon their sovereignty, through the use of technological devices (computers and tablets). 
3. The goal of this program is to teach accurate information to young students about the democratic standards and ideals of the OAS, therefore:  
1. This resolution will provide a program containing modules through the OAS website that teach participants fundamental information about democracy,
a. Interested member states are to provide their constitutions to accurately represent the democratic standards,
2. This program shall be implemented in 3 different stages, each focusing on a different level of public education of the member states of the OAS: 
1. Elementary: 
a) “My Democracy”- in the elementary school level, this resolution will teach participants basic knowledge about their constitution or governing documents, and teach them the fundamentals of political participation at early ages. While the information relayed in these modules will be minimal, early exposure to democratic ideals is essential for the survival of democracy. By introducing today’s youth to democratic ideals, this resolution plants the seed of democracy in tomorrow’s leaders,
2. Secondary: 
a) In the secondary level of education, these modules will go more in-depth about the information that was taught in the modules of the primary school level. In-depth analysis and incorporation to member states’ constitutions or governing documents will be implemented in these modules. Furthermore, explanation about branches of government, political parties, and advanced political participation (voting, running for office, speaking to representatives, advocating, etc.) will be the main focus,
3. Preparatory:  
a)  In the preparatory level of education, this program intends to create a modern alternative to summits and conferences: “e-summits”. Through the use of video-cameras, computers, and the Internet, students all across the Western Hemisphere will be able to participate in a “e-summit” and share their perspectives and ideas for betterment of the member states of the OAS. 
4. To request funding from UNESCO, participant non-governmental organizations, and member states for this resolution. 
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