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Republic of Peru

EVALUATION COMMITTEE FOR POLICIES AND PROGRAMS OF 
CIVIC EDUCATION 

	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

NOTING the educational responsibilities and role of all member states as stated in Article 49 of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), “the Member States will exert the greatest efforts, in accordance with their constitutional processes, to ensure the effective exercise of the right to education”;

RECALLING Article 26 of the 2001 Inter-American Democratic Charter, in which Heads of State and Government declared that all member states are committed to “carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas”; 		

RECOGNIZING that to increase political participation of all citizens, member states must focus on building education policies and programs that enhance civic education;

NOTING the Declaration of Mar del Plata from 2005, in which Heads of State and Government “reiterate[d] the need to expand coverage, improve quality, strengthen the teaching profession, and improve the efficiency of our education systems”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the creation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices (IAPED) at the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education (2005) that promotes a culture of democracy by creating civic educational programs for member states;

APPLAUDING the Inter-American Development Bank’s (IADB) evaluation initiatives such as the Regional Project on Child Development Indicators (PRIDI) launched in 2009, and the Regional System for the Evaluation and Development of Citizenship Competencies (SREDECC) launched in 2006 that generate comparable data allowing for a point of reference across regions;

EXPRESSING SATISFACTION with references of comparisons that measure levels of civic education such as the International Civic and Citizenship Education Study (ICCS) established in 2009 by the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA);

ACKNOWLEDGING that improved operations and systems generate high quality results, therefore it is vital to have effective and efficient programs; and

DEEPLY CONCERNED by the low participation rate of member states in the most recent ICCS and PRIDI studies, and the lack of systematic evaluations for civic education programs and initiatives,

RESOLVES:                 
1. To applaud all Member States for their continuous efforts and commitment to providing educational resources and implementing initiatives that improve the quality of education. 
2. To encourage all Member States to participate in the upcoming ICCS study in order to have the same frame of reference across all participating regions.
3. To create a sub-committee within the IAPED that would:
a. Be composed of members of the IAPED’s advisory board, education experts from the region, representatives from participating member states, and other experts.
b. Create an evaluation mechanism to set standards that measure civic education policies and programs’ efficiencies.
c. To request the assistance of relevant institutions such as the IADB and the IEA to construct said evaluation mechanism.
4. To use the Educational Portal of the Americas as a platform for participating Member States to list current civic education programs and initiatives, and then have the sub-committee publish the effectiveness/efficiency indexes of these programs. 
5. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its Forty-Ninth Regular Session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.





6. To request additional funding from voluntary contributions by member states, permanent observer states, nongovernmental agencies such as the National Democratic Institute, the National Endowment for Democracy, and international organizations committed to improving educational systems such as the IEA, and the IADB.  
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