GA/RES. (_________) (XIX-O/16)
Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD) 
Topic 2 of the Agenda								
Canada  

PROPOSING CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE UNIVERSAL CIVIL IDENTITY PROGRAM: THE RIGHT TO IDENTIFY IN THE AMERICAS

	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

	BEARING IN MIND, the implementation of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) has shown cooperation between OAS Member States with the focus of civilian registration and the right to identify. This is shown by upholding the statement read in Chapter IX, Article 106 of the OAS Charter: “There shall be an Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, whose principal function shall be to promote the observance and protection of human rights and to serve as a consultative organ of the Organization in these matters”;
	
CONSIDERING FURTHER, the Delegation of Canada currently looks to provide support to those looking for PUICA implementation in other Member’s States;

	RECALLING this delegation’s support for PUICA, which encourages countries to support a consistent registration systems in an effort to uphold the right to identify; and

	REAFFIRMING the continued funding for the PUICA initiative set forth by the parameters of the OAS, looking to the second pillar that looks to uphold Human Rights for all OAS citizens,

RESOLVES:

1. To encourage OAS countries support of PUICA by promoting the goals and objectives for civil registration and the right to identify by:
a. Assisting OAS Member States in providing technical support to national civil registry institutions aimed at strengthening and modernizing the registration system.
b. Foster social inclusion and strengthens democratic governance, and ensure the right to civil identity for all people in the Hemisphere.
c. Incorporate the best practices of the initiative through access to civil records, national registration, and institutions that help with yielding positive research results.

2. To acknowledge PUICA’s goal for 2015 was to reach universal birth registration of 
            Children 5‐years of age and younger, and further looks to achieving this goal by:
a. Upholding the modernization of local hospitals in the OAS countries by further providing sufficient support and leadership to allow hospitals to maintain a consistent registry program.
b. Introduce system that incorporates aboriginal children into this process as many are left undocumented from birth. 

3. To affirm the importance for citizens of the Member States to be a registered to a
      Country, and to receive the appropriate documentation with birth certificates and civilian   
      Registration cards. 

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]To encourage Member States to write feedback regarding any positive or negative aspects of PUICA to further understand if the initiative is supporting this effort set forth by its main objectives.  
5. To fund the support of PUICA by reaffirming the commitment of funds already in place and support by: 
a. Acknowledging the statement of Chapter 7, Article 43 of the OAS Charter, “In order to strengthen and accelerate integration in all its aspects, the Member States agree to give adequate priority to the preparation and carrying out of multinational projects and to their financing, as well as to encourage economic and financial institutions of the Inter American system.”  
b. Encouraging OAS Member States to continue to help fund the PUICA initiative, as 19 of the 34 OAS Member States have held program based activities in their countries since the program started in 2008. 
c. Provide Member States with the option to withdraw from any PUICA initiated responsibility’s if process becomes to taxing on individual Member States. 
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