GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD)  


Topic 2 of the Agenda 




 
Jamaica 





THE CIVIL REGISTRATION CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           NOTING that in Article 3, Section L of the Organization of American States (OAS) Charter, Member States have proclaimed “fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex”;
CONSIDERING that Article 6 of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) confirms that all individuals possess “the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law”;
CONSIDERING FURTHER Article 7 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which states that every child “shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality, and as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents”;

          FULLY AWARE that civil registration is key to the protection of an individual’s right to identity, and that civil registration ensures access to social services and protection, while providing governments with vital statistics that can be used for determining the size, health, and needs of its population;
         ALARMED BY the consequences of going unregistered, which include social exclusion, exploitation, trafficking and persecution of the individual, while the state suffers ineffective social policies, unknown mortality rates, and the inability to identify at risk populations; 
         RECALLING Section I, Article 3 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which ensures “the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people”;
         EMPHASIZING that the lack of civil registration keeps individuals from participating in elections, leading to the non-representation of those individuals and deeply hindering democratic society;
         RECOGNIZING the difficulties Member States face in establishing and maintaining an effective civil registration system, including inadequate registration offices in rural areas and the perceived lack of need for legal identification;   

          DEEPLY CONCERNED with the apparent lack of coordination and dysfunction between OAS Member States regarding registration and identity conferences, specifically noting the various conferences being held on a regional level, and the underrepresentation of certain regions within these conferences; and 


BELIEVING in the need for a conference which includes the entirety of the OAS Members States, that ensures the inclusion and representation of all groups, and provides strategies, assistance, and exhibits research in order to increase registration rates across the hemisphere,
RESOLVES: 

1. To continue fostering international cooperation, while strengthening civil registration policies, public institutions, and legislation.  

2. To form an international civil registration conference created for all OAS member states, through which Member States can: 
a. Share statistics and research on civil registration practices.
b. Cooperate to identify regions where civil registration is low.
c. Recognize the weaknesses of individual systems.

d. Develop solutions to any obstacles faced by Member State’s systems.
3. To encourage that representatives from each Member State’s registrary departments attend the conference, as well as researchers and academics that Member States would like to highlight. 
4. To emphasize cooperation between Member States with well-established registration systems and those with low registration rates or less developed registration systems, in order to improve registration rates across the hemisphere.

5. To name this conference the Civil Registration Conference of the Americas, or CRCA, and to hold this conference annually, with the first conference being held in Montego Bay, Jamaica, and the location of following conferences rotating between participating countries.
6. To request that any funding needed be aided by the Universal Civil Identity Program of the Americas (PUICA), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), as well as any other interested NGOs.
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                               4. _________________          ___________________
                               5. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate
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