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ERADICATION TO ABOLISH VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIGENOUS WOMEN 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

GUIDED BY Article 45 of the Organization of American States (OAS) Charter (1948) which dictates that “all human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, nationality, creed, or social condition, have a right to material well-being and to their spiritual development, under circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and economic security”;

REAFFIRMING the humanitarian principles set forth in the United Nations (UN) International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965) which safeguarded the enjoyment of an individual’s “right to security of person and protection by the State against violence or bodily harm, whether inflicted by government officials or by any individual group or institution”;

RECALLING the compassionate mission expressed in the Program of Action on Indigenous Peoples in the Americas (2009) which had the aim of “training indigenous peoples’ representatives in a range of areas that will allow the comprehensive development of their communities, and establishing indigenous issues as a cross-cutting theme in the Organization’s different projects and activities”;
	HAVING EXAMINED the findings of United Nations Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF) study titled Breaking the Silence on Violence against Indigenous Girls, Adolescents and Young Women (2013), which found clear evidence that “indigenous girls, adolescents and young women face a higher prevalence of violence, harmful practices, labor exploitation, and harassment and are more vulnerable to sexual violence in armed conflicts”;  
GUIDED BY the aforementioned study, which indicated that education is a fundamental tool of empowerment given that it “is both a preventative and protective factor against violence and other harmful practices”; 
KEEPING IN MIND that in the Inter-American Convention Against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Forms of Intolerance (2013), member states made a commitment to “adopt the special policies and affirmative actions needed to ensure the enjoyment or exercises of rights and fundamental freedoms of persons or groups that are subjected to racism, racial discrimination, and related forms of intolerance”; and
AFFIRMING the resolve of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2016) which states that “indigenous women have collective rights that are indispensable for their existence, wellbeing, and comprehensive development as peoples,” 
RESOLVES:
1. To commend member states on the recent adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2016) and on their continued efforts of promoting the protection, well-being, and development of indigenous peoples and communities in the Hemisphere.

2. To instruct the Department of International Law, which maintains jurisdiction of Program of Action on Indigenous Peoples in the Americas, to coordinate with the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Ministers of Education to create a working committee comprised of indigenous representatives and education experts:
a. To task this committee with creating an education framework based on best practices aimed at improving the accessibility to quality education to indigenous girls.
b. To request that the implementation of such framework be attainable for every member state.
c. To request that this educational framework place an emphasis on literacy, democratic citizenship, and reproductive health, inter-alia.
d. To encourage member states to submit a list of recommendations of qualified individuals. 
e. To task the Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with selecting the experts that will constitute the working committee.

3. To recommend that every member state with recognized indigenous groups create within their respective departments of education a workforce that will be tasked with implementing the aforementioned educational framework:
a. To suggest that this workforce be comprised not only of primary education experts, but also social workers, community health workers and indigenous representatives of pertinent indigenous groups.
b. To designate an emphasis on capacity building in this effort in order to respect the self-determination of indigenous groups.

4. To encourage member states to invite the members of the working committee to make on-site visits to collect more in-depth data on the general situation of indigenous girls, adolescents and women.
a. To urge member states to remain conscious of the right of indigenous peoples to self-determination.
b. To stipulate that visits will exclude sites inhabited by people living in voluntary isolation. 

5. To request funding from voluntary donations by member states, observer states and pertinent, registered non-governmental organizations (such as the Inter-American Foundation, and the Inter-American Development Bank). 

6. To request that the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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