GA/RES. (_____________) (XX-O/16) 



Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (SSD) 


Topic 1 of the Agenda 





Jamaica 





VIOLENCE TRANSCENDED THROUGH MUSIC
          THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

           TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the Organization of American States (OAS) is dedicated to belief that all peoples have the right to equal opportunity and that the disregarded members of a society should be paid special attention to, which is outlined by both Article 45 and Article 106 of its Charter; 


NOTING WITH DEEP CONCERN the amplified tensions between races within the Member States of the OAS, which have caused a spike in violence throughout the Americas; 

          EMPHASIZING the necessity of increased education of the population on issues of discrimination and violence as well as taking initiative to create a more inclusive community within the region;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT United Nations Resolution 57/249 which designated May 21 as the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development;
          VIEWING WITH APPRECIATION the outstanding efforts that the Inter-American Commission on Humans Rights (IACHR) has put forward in bringing to light the disparity that racial minorities endure within the Member States;

          REAFFIRMING the Inter-American Treaty, Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, which defines discrimination and intolerance, as well as stating that, “The States Parties undertake to adopt the special policies and affirmative actions needed to ensure the enjoyment or exercise of rights and fundamental freedoms of persons or groups that are subject to discrimination or intolerance for the purpose of promoting equitable conditions for equal opportunity, inclusion, and progress for such persons or groups”; and
          CONFIDENT THAT the Member States of the Organization of American States continue their dedication to the betterment of the regional community through the elimination of prejudice and discrimination through increased visibility of the issue, 
RESOLVES: 

1. To commend Member States in their efforts to put an end to the racial discrimination and violence, which is a result of both historical and cultural clashes.
2. To continue to raise awareness of racial discrimination and violence in the OAS and seek ways to put an end to it in accordance with the Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

3. To encourage all Member States to fully utilize the date of May 21st as the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development, as it was sanctioned by the United Nations.
4. To promote awareness and celebrate unity by creating an annual music festival for the OAS which will:
a. Bring attention to the problem of racial discrimination and violence in the region by having speakers present on such issues in between performances.

b. Feature cultural and racially diverse artists from around the region will who will perform free of charge.
c. Be held the Saturday of or before May 21st.

d. Be first piloted in the city of Kingtson, Jamaica on May 19th, 2018.
e. Be held in a different willing Member State every year.

f. Be organized and overseen by a committee appointed by the willing Member State holding the festival each year.
5. To self-fund the festival from proceeds of tickets and merchandise sales.
6. To split the remaining funds from the festival proceeds as:
a. 60% to the OAS budget.

b. 40% to the Human Rights Watch.
Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
                                                               (Signature of Secretary General)



Cosignatories:        1. _________________          ___________________
                               2. _________________          ___________________
                               3. _________________          ___________________
                               4. _________________          ___________________
                               5. _________________          ___________________
                                   Signature of Delegate            Country of Delegate
PAGE  

