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I.  GENERAL STATEMENT
The Republic of Suriname is honored to have this opportunity to participate at this year’s Summit of the Americas. The delegation of Suriname is pleased at the opportunity to work with other delegations from member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) to try to improve our hemisphere and solve the issues which are of utmost importance to the respective member states of the OAS.  Suriname recognizes the vital importance of the OAS in its promotion of peace, security, and most importantly, human and civil rights. It is this recognition of the core values of the OAS that Suriname has pledged itself toward the economic and social development of all citizens. Suriname is working to improve its economic status concerning Suriname’s limited exports and is making great strides and funding resourceful think tanks to fix this problem. Suriname is also one of the few Latin American countries who believes in the freedom of the press. Suriname is getting high marks for media freedom, according to Reporters Without Borders. This group praises Suriname’s varied media landscape. Two daily newspapers are privately-owned and state-run broadcasters operate alongside private radio and TV stations. There were 552,000 internet users by 2017 - around 47% of the population. Internet access is unrestricted.
Suriname has the proud title of the “greenest country on earth.” Over 90% of the country is covered in luscious rainforest. Suriname is proud to say that it is a part of Amazonia and the Guiana Shield, but also that the Republic has worked to ensure the survival of the forestry and continue peace with the indigenous peoples within the forests. Suriname is a member of the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), which is an organization that promotes sustaining and conserving tropical forests, as well as ensuring that the timber trade is managed and legal. ITTO members represent approximately 80% of the tropical forests in the world, and Suriname could not be prouder to be a part of that. As stated in The Constitution of the Republic of Suriname: Chapter III, Social Objectives, Article 6(g), the State aims to create and improve the conditions for protecting nature and for preserving the ecological balance. Suriname has not forgotten that oath and has taken the necessary actions to follow that path. 
As a founding member of the OAS, Suriname hereby reaffirms its commitment to the principles and fundamental rights of states that have been agreed upon by all member states in the OAS Charter. Although Suriname is one of the smallest countries in South America, its population is one of the most ethnically diverse in the region. Health conditions are relatively good in Suriname. Most of the population has health insurance. Suriname’s education system is comparable to that of the Netherlands, and education at all levels is free. 
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II. PARTICULAR STATEMENTS
A. Committee: General Committee (GC)
Topic A: Addressing the Rights of Migrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers
 
Protecting the rights of migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers is of the utmost importance to this hemisphere and an issue that the Republic of Suriname takes very seriously. Suriname highly commends the great efforts of the Organization of American States to address the rights of migrants. The recent media campaign, “Migrants Count in the Americas,” which recognized the contributions of migrants towards sustainable development, was launched in conjunction with the International Organization for Migration at the end of 2017. This campaign was an important step for the OAS to move towards further understanding and acceptance of migrants throughout the Americas. The Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) is doing excellent work towards this aim. The Continuous Reporting System on International Migration for the Americas (SICREMI) is to be commended for their work for the OAS to move towards the development of public policies for improved migration management in the Americas. Suriname supports these policies and the efforts of member states struggling with migration issues to preserve and protect the human rights of migrants and refugees. 

Applications to Suriname for asylum are currently handled through the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) Regional Office. In 2014, Suriname passed the Ontwerpwet op de Nationaliteit en het Ingezetenschap (Draft Law on Nationality and Residency) to allow women to confer their nationality to spouses. This law also provides safeguards to prevent statelessness from loss of nationality and makes the Republic of Suriname compliant with international standards such as the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. Suriname has also participated in the Caribbean Sub-Regional Consultation on Mixed Migration and the Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons and in the adoption of the Brazil Declaration and Plan of Action in 2014. As a member of CARICOM, Suriname is committed to the promotion of unity amongst CARICOM members and the increased ease of travel between citizens of nations with whom Suriname has alliances. As part of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy, several categories of workers can work throughout the CARICOM region on a Skills Certificate, including in the Republic of Suriname.
Topic B: Hemispheric Standards on Protection of Journalists and Freedom of the Press
The Republic of Suriname is committed to freedom of the press and the protection of journalists, as stated in Article 19 of the Constitution of the Republic of Suriname, “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression through the printed press or other means of communication, subject to the responsibility of all as set forth in the law.” Suriname commends the OAS, and the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression in particular, for their efforts to promote and protect the rights and safety of journalists. The resolves of AG/RES 2908 “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights” condemning murders, acts of violence, and threats against journalists are an excellent step towards promoting safety of journalists and the creation of new policies in member states for this purpose. Suriname is committed to the protection of journalists. Freedom of expression and the press are guaranteed under Article 19 of the Constitution of the Republic of Suriname. The government of Suriname does not interfere with media outlets and their publications. The safety of all citizens is of the utmost importance to Suriname as part of this country’s commitment to the internationally accepted principles which allow for trust and cooperation in international relations. As a small and extremely diverse country, Suriname recognizes the importance of cooperation and communication to foster national identity and build the bonds of a nation. Communication through the media is an important part of this process and those who commit themselves to working in this field deserve protection and an assurance of safety on the same level as any other citizen. Hemispheric cooperation to protect journalists and press freedom will help to create an environment in which each country can participate in international communication on a public level and foster the increased education and awareness of peoples throughout the Americas. 


B. Committee: Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

Topic A: Hemispheric Cooperation on Climate Change Initiatives 


The Republic of Suriname is greatly concerned about climate change and the threat it presents to this hemisphere. The majority of Suriname is covered in rainforest and the government is committed to protecting and preserving the valuable natural environment of this great country. Most of the population of Suriname is located near the coast, which means that this country and its population will be uniquely threatened by rising sea levels. Suriname’s population are already dealing with increased risk from extreme weather and climate events. This is why Suriname has created the National Climate Change Policy, Strategy and Action Plan (NCCPSAP). Although Suriname does not have a relatively large contribution to global greenhouse gases, it is still important to work towards lowered emissions. The impacts of climate change are potentially catastrophic for Suriname.

Topic B: Creating Mechanisms to Encourage Free and Fair Trade 


Free and fair trade is an important element of this hemisphere. As stated in Article 2, section f of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), one of the purposes of the OAS is “to promote, by cooperative action, their [member states’] economic, social, and cultural development.” Encouraging free and fair trade is an important function of this purpose. As a country with many valuable exports, the Republic of Suriname understands the importance of mechanisms that help ensure fair trade. The delegation of Suriname is eager to work with several major trade partners in the OAS, such as the United States, Trinidad and Tobago, and Guyana, to establish mechanisms through the OAS to help promote and ensure free and fair trade will continue and grow between countries. International trade is a significant part of Suriname’s economy. As a member of CARICOM, the Republic of Suriname understands and appreciates the benefits that individual countries can receive from such agreements. More mechanisms for free and fair trade can only be beneficial to member states. 
C. Committee: Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)

Topic A: Combating Human Trafficking in the Hemisphere

The Republic of Suriname agrees that the epidemic of human trafficking across the American hemispheres is not only a horrific problem, but also a worrying wide spread plague like issue that is affecting more and more children every year. “We have to shift from panicking mode to planning mode.” These wise words, by the Ambassador, Permanent Observer of Italy to the Organization of American States (OAS), Marilina Armellin, were spoken at a trafficking event hosted by the OAS. At the moment, 30 percent of persons being trafficked in Suriname are under the age of 14. They are extremely susceptible due to their families’ financial hardships and fake promises of better lives. Unfortunately, sex trafficking is still an extraordinarily high-profit, low-risk enterprise. To eradicate these networks and stop them from recurring, it is necessary disrupt the business model while also ensuring a strong safety net for survivors. The OAS must respond to victims effectively and immediately. The Suriname delegation supports the goals of the OAS by reaffirming that the Republic of Suriname is making every effort to combat the epidemic by educating the population of the dangers of human trafficking and prosecuting those in custody.
Topic B:  Improvement of Food Security & Sustainable Forestry and Fisheries​
The Republic of Suriname is considered the “greenest country on earth” with over 90% of its surface area covered in forest. Suriname works towards ensuring the protection and conservation of its forest area. Conservation International (CI) has partnered with Suriname to expand the country’s protection to conserve the ecological and environmental integrity. As part of the Amazon Biome and Guiana Shield, Suriname is important in the conservation of wildlife, plant species, and culture.

Seeing as Suriname is on the northern coast of South America, the fishing industry is vital for the economy and as a food supply. The Republic of Suriname acknowledges that the overfishing of its waters has resulted in the loss of certain species in the area. In part with the Sustainable Management of Bycatch in Latin America and Caribbean Trawl Fisheries (REBYC-II LAC), Suriname has aimed to strengthen partnership with the Coast Guard in order to ensure effective and correct managements of fisheries’ practices.


Strengthening the protection and conservation of both its forests and waters has given Suriname the chance to become an inspiration to other countries that aim to be “green.” By allowing the growth of nature, food security can be achieved by becoming a “green country.” By protecting the forests from extravagant deforestation and by cleaning the nearby waters of pollution and overfishing practices, food security can improve with healthy land and plentiful fish.

The Republic of Suriname encourages member states to conserve and protect their forests and wildlife by considering the cleaning of water pollution, increasing security on poachers and overfishing vessels, and by slowing their rate of deforestation. The delegation of Suriname would also like to utilize the Eco-Challenge, a program supported by the Organization of American States (OAS), as a way to boost the peoples of all states to join in conserving the environment.

The OAS acknowledges in Article 31 that member states are to “support the achievement of national objectives of [other] member states, and respect the priorities established by each country in its development plans, without political ties or conditions.” The Republic of Suriname respects the decisions of the member states and only offers encouragement and possibility to all. With the growth of more forests, more carbon can be absorbed annually to aid in the struggle of climate change. Monitored fisheries and pollution-cleaning projects can bring more fish to the coastal areas and, in turn, the peoples that live there.
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