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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval

REDUCING YOUTH DELIQUINCY RATES
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
	BEARING IN MIND Chapter 2 Article 3 of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which states that one of the governing principles is “social justice and social security are the bases of lasting peace”;
	CONSIDERING that according to the World Health Organization (WHO), “Violence is the leading cause of deaths among Latin Americans between the ages of 15 and 44”;
CONSIDERING FURTHER the data from the WHO and the Penn World Tables report states that “homicide rates have increased throughout the entire Hemisphere from 2000-2010 by twelve percent”;
	REALIZING that according to the Violence Crime Summary Report “Violence and Crime in Latin America “cost of violence in Brazil is estimated between 0.3% and 0.5% of the GDP” without even considering all of the other factors of delinquent behavior
	NOTING WITH ALARM that the work by the National Center of Children in Poverty (NCCP) delinquency rates are on the rise with “just over two million youth just over the age of 18 were arrested in 2008”
	ACKNOWLEDGING the research by NCCP “because adolescent’s brains re not fully mature their decision making and though process differ from those of adults”
	NOTING WITH APPROVAL the United Nations 2003 Report on Juvenile Delinquency, which reports that “educational programs are helping young people learn how to engage in positive self-appraisal, deal with conflict, and control aggression”
	RECOGNIZING past programs like: Functional Family Therapy, Adolescent Diversion Project, and the Aggression Replacement Training that have accomplished a great deal of improvement in lowering delinquency rates through educating parents on how to handle troubled youth, and rehabilitation centers to get delinquent children on the right path,

RESOLVES:
1. To applaud member states for their previous efforts in fighting delinquency rates through stricter policing, rehabilitation of troubled youth programs, and educating parents. 

2. To start a trial of a pilot program in lower income communities in each respective states that are under the OAS Department of Human Development, Education and Employment.
a. That this program structure students’ time in a productive way, such as through tutoring and extracurricular activities.
b. That a board of OAS members be appointed to monitor the effectiveness of the program.
c. That this program be centered on an education priority that starts with tutoring students by after school volunteer teachers and upper classman and that the tutoring be free and open to all students wishing to improve their academic standing. 

3. To have optional extracurricular events after the tutoring sessions end to productively engage students’ time and energy in a positive manner:
a. That these extracurricular activities would focus on sports programs that put together a team to play other programs in different neighborhoods, cities or even regions of the country.
b. That other options for students not wishing to participate in sports be made available like board games, art, music and reading

4. That requirements be put into place that must be met before students can participate in extracurricular activities, that these will include,
a. Maintaining a passing grade to which each OAS member state will propose on their grading scale.
b. 55% of attendance of school and classes is suggested.
c. That students remain in good standing with the law at all times, meaning that students cannot have active warrants, be participating in delinquent behavior, or be in trouble with law enforcement.
d. Any other rules that individual programs find necessary for the development of their students.

5. To request funding from voluntary donors by member states, permanent observer states and pertinent non-governmental organizations (NGOs), like the Inter-American Development Bank, and other pertinent organizations.








6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its Forty-Ninth Regular Session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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