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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval

TEMPORARY CIVIL REGISTRATION CENTERS FOR MINORS

	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

	BEARING IN MIND that one of the purposes of the Organization of American States (OAS) is “to promote and consolidate representative democracy,” as indicated in Article 2 of the 1948 Charter of the Organization of American States;
	
	RECALLING Article 17 of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (1948), which affirms that “every person has the right to be recognized everywhere as a person having rights and obligations”;

CONSIDERING FURTHER Article 8 of Convention on the Rights of a Child (1948), in which “State Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity, including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by law without unlawful interference”;

GUIDED BY the understanding that “everyone has a right to a nationality” and “no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his nationality,” as specified in Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948);

REAFFIRMING the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter of 2001, which states that “the participatory nature of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to the consolidation of democratic values and to freedom and solidarity in the hemisphere”;

	NOTING WITH APPROVAL the commitment of the OAS to civil registration and identity through adoption of the resolution “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the ‘Right to Identity,’” which led to the creation of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA).
	
	 HAVING EXAMINED the success of minor registration efforts undertaken by PUICA in Guatemala, Bolivia, Mexico, and throughout the Hemisphere through, digitization of records, hospital registration, awareness and education campaigns, and horizontal cooperation, inter-alia;

	ALARMED BY the fact that four million children within the Hemisphere lack civil registration and are therefore denied a civic identity, according to “Every Child’s Birth Right: Inequities and Trends in Birth Registration,” a 2013 study by United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF); and
	HAVING CONSIDERED that, according to the aforementioned study, the lowest rates of child civil registration in the Americas are in rural areas, and that children in urban areas are one and a half times more likely to be registered than children in rural areas,

RESOLVES:

1. To applaud the work of PUICA and member states to promote the civil registration of children across the Americas.
	
2. To continue this effort by cooperating with PUICA and member states in a registration, digitization, and document distribution campaign targeted at areas of customarily low civil registration.

3. To create temporary civil registration centers for minors (TCRCM) in isolated rural regions that lack a hospital or government institution to provide adequate registration and documentation services:
	a. That this program be operated under the supervision of PUICA.
b. That these TCRCMs be prepared to register minors and provide them a birth certificate or equivalent identification document.
c. That these TCRCMs likewise be prepared to provide documents to children who already have civil registration, and digitize any identifying documents linked to the child’s civil identity.
d. That these TCRCMs be staffed by knowledgeable and trained individuals employed by the member state’s government or PUICA, with necessary technology provided by the member state’s government or PUICA.
e. That these TCRCMs serve communities for a variable amount of time to register all children lacking identity in the area before moving on to another community.
f. That these TCRCMs be housed in volunteered community centers, places of worship, medical facilities, schools, etc.
g. That these TCRCMs also offer information for parents and children about the rights associated with civil registration.

4. To implement a pilot program of these TCRCMs in the sertão region of Brazil and along tributaries of the Amazon river.

5. To request funding from the voluntary donations of member states, observer states, registered non-governmental organizations (such as Child Rights Connect and Humanium), and other pertinent organizations.





6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its Forty-Eight Regular Session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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