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Resolution Submitted for Budgetary Approval
	
PROVIDING A SPACE FOR CROSS-CULTURAL YOUTH DIALOGUE

	THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

	BEARING IN MIND that a major principle of the Organization of American States (OAS) is that “all human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, nationality, creed, or social condition, have a right to material well-being and to their spiritual development, under circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and economic security,” as indicated in Article 45 of the Charter;

	RECOGNIZING that this same general principle is affirmed in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, which was adopted at the Ninth International Conference of American States in 1948, as well as the American Convention on Human Rights (1969), which has been ratified by 25 member states;

	COMMENDING OAS member states on the recent adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2016), which represents more than twenty years of work by OAS members towards developing protections for the rights of indigenous peoples in the Hemisphere;

	ACKNOWLEDGING that indigenous peoples and members of racial minorities have suffered grave injustices and deprivations of human rights, and that these injustices and discriminations are not only a feature of the colonial past of the Hemisphere, but continue into the present day;

RECOGNIZING that, despite the recognition of this principle of equality, racially motivated violence and discrimination have not yet been eradicated from the Hemisphere, and that members of racial minority and indigenous groups still often face diminished opportunities for employment and education;

ALARMED that many member states still face issues with social inclusion, with almost half of the states ranked in Americas Quarterly’s Social Inclusion Index (2015) scoring below 50 points, reflecting a state of incomplete racial integration within civil society;

CONSIDERING that many communities unfortunately still find themselves segregated across racial lines, and that this segregation may result in a substantial lack of cross-racial communication within a community, particularly in its schools and educational facilities; and

	BEARING IN MIND that many racial prejudices and biases can take root in adolescence, and that these biases often result from cultural insularity that discourages the forming of friendships and relationships across racial lines, an insularity which is exacerbated by the lack of opportunities available for many adolescents to meet others with a different racial background,

RESOLVES:

1. To continue efforts through the Rapporteurships on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Rights of Persons of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination to promote cross-racial tolerance and understanding throughout the Hemisphere.

2. To create the Inter-American Panel on Cross-Cultural Youth Dialogue (PCCD) under the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions that will: 
a. Meet once a year on the third Tuesday in April at the OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. to discuss establishing and maintaining national-level organizations within member states under this Panel.
b. Discuss and further develop recommendations for these national-level organizations on how best to implement the goals set forth by the Panel.
c. Establish, for the first year of its existence, a national-level organization within Chile based in Santiago as a pilot program with the intention of determining the best method for implementing PCCD goals within all member states. 
d. Discuss and further develop ideas on youth engagement as a means to curb racial violence and discrimination.
e. Be composed of one representative of the judicial branch of government of each participating member state to be appointed by that state as they see fit.

3. That the PCCD and national-level subsidiary organizations will seek to implement programs that bring together youths of diverse racial backgrounds and encourage cross-cultural engagement in member states in cooperation with schools, including after-school programs and sports activities.

4. To request voluntary donations from member states, observer states, and appropriate non-governmental organizations (NGOs), such as the International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR) and the Indian Council of South America (CISA), to help fund the meeting of the PCCD and the implementation of its eventual recommendations.



5. To request the General Secretariat report to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


Approved for Form and Substance:   _____________________________
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